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Addendum 

To assist the Regional Committee in formulating its comments in 
relation to resolution WHA27.5l, some further information is given below. 

The discussions on malaria held at the Twenty-seventh World Health 
Assembly in connexion with the proposed Programme and Budget, indicated 
clearly that this disease is again becoming a serious threat for a number 
of countries. The progress of malaria eradication programmes has been 
slow for the past few years, mainly due to financial and administrative 
diffioulties enoountered by governments of malarious oountries, but also 
partly due to teohnical problems manifested in the form of inseotioide 
resistanoe, resistanoe of the parasite to drugs and behaviour of certain 
vectors in areas sprayed with an irritant inseoticide. 

Admittedly, many governments have found it diffioult to oontinue 
supporting their antimalaria programmes at the same level as previously. 
This alone, means a reduotion in finanoial support of 20-3~, in view 
of increases in wages and the cost of supplies and equipment. In 
addition, other health problems or the initiation of other mass programmes, 
such as smallpox eradioation, family planning, etc., with the same level 
of deolared priority, have obviously affected the degree of efficiency 
of the antimalaria programmes particularly as, in many instanoes, the 
same servioe or the same personnel have to oarry out several tasks. 
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The revised strategy adopted by the Twenty-second I<!orld Health 
Assembly provided for a flexible approach to malaria control by 
taking into account local manpower and financial resources in the 
first instance and, after having thoroughly reviewed the progress 
of the programme, the feasibility of time-limited eradication and/or 
the necessity of maintaining the goals so far achieved by specific 
programmes. Reviews were made of the majority of malaria eradication 
programmes in which the more flexible approach was applicable. However, 
some of these reviews fell short of giving the national programmes the 
fresh impetus they should have received, in that, either some of the 
conclusions of the review were impractical in the particular circumstances 
of the programme, or the recommendations were not followed by actual 
governmental decision. This resulted in a prolongation of the unsatisfactory 
situation in certain countries, allowing serious resurgences of the disease 
in more areas previously freed from malaria which, in turn, made the . 
relevant recommendations unavailing. Hence, in such situations a complete ... 
and realistic re-assessment is needed. 

With the reduction in international and bilateral assistance (UNICEF/ 
USAID) there is an urgent need for governments of malarious countries to 
re-evaluate the situation, establish the priority to be accorded to 
antimalaria programmes, and secure the required financial means for 
the running of the programme; only then can further progress be foreseen. 
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