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AMENIMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The Director-General has prepared draft amendments to the Rules of Procedure 

of the World Health Assembly; the texts of these draft amendments together with a 

commentary are set forth in the Annex to this document. An Appendix dealing with 

the details of the procedure to be followed for elections by secret ballot is also 

included. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE . RULES OP PROCED,URE
r
 OF 

1 
THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Existing text .Amended text Comments 

Rule 

Meetings of the General 
Committee may be attended by 
not more than one member of 
each delegation to the Health 
Assembly not represented thereon. 
Such members may participate 
without vote in the deliberations 
of the General Committee if so 
invited by the Chairman, 

. .Rule 32 

Meetings of the General 
Committee may be attended by 
not more than one member of 
each delegation to the Health 
Assembly not having one of 
their members serving thereon. 
Such members may participate 
without vote in the delibera-
tions of the General Committee 
if so invited by the Chairman. 

The amendment to this 
Rule incorporates the 
substance of the footnote 
adopted by the Eighth 
World Health Assembly 
(WHA8.27). 

Existing text 

Rule 61 

Amended text 

Rule 61 

Comments 

A delegate or a 
representative of an Associate 
Member may at any time move 
the closure of the debate on 
the item under discussion 
whether or not any other 
delegate 'or representative of 
an Associate Member has 
signified his wish to speak. 
If request is made for 
permission to speak against 
closure, it may be accorded 
to not more than two speakers, 

A delegate or a 
representative of an Associate 
Member may at any time move 
the closure of the debate on 
the item under discussion 
whether or not any other 
delegate or representative of 
an Associate Member has 
signified his wish to speak. 
If request is made for 
permission to speak against 
closure, it may be accorded 
to not more than two speakers. 

The interpretation 
to Rule 6l adopted by 
the Eighth World Health 
Assembly does not state 
the practices actually 
followed by the Health 
Assembly. Upon the 
closure of a debate, the 
practice of the Assembly 
has been to proceed 
immediately to a vote on 
the proposal or proposals 
actually moved before the 

1-
Words underlined indicate the proposed amendments, 
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Existing text 

Rule 6l (continued) 

after which the motion shall 
be immediately put to the vote. 
If the Health Assembly decides 
in favour of closure, the 
President shall declare the 
debate closed. 

Amended text 

Rule 6l (continued) 

after which the motion shall 
be immediately put to the 
vote. If the Health Assembly 
decides in favour of the 
closure, the President shall 
declare the debate closed. 
The Health Assembly shall 
thereafter vote only on the 
one or more proposals moved 
before the closure. 

Comments 

closure. It is therefore 
suggested that the footnote 
be deleted and Rule 6l be 
amended, in order to stress 
that only proposals moved 
before closure can be 
voted upon. 

Existing text 

Rule 69 

Each Member shall have 
one vote in the Health 
Assembly, For the purposes 
of these Rules, the phrase 
"Members present and voting" 
means Members casting an 
affirmative or negative vote. 
Members abstaining from 
voting are considered as not 
voting. 

Amended text 

Rule 69 

Each Member shall have 
one vote in the Health 
Assembly. For the purposes of 
these Rules, the phrase "Members 
present and voting" means 
Members casting a valid 
affirmative or negative vote. 
Members abstaining from voting 
are considered as not voting. 

Comments 

In voting by secret 
ballot, defective ballots 
are not taken into account 
in determining the number of 
Members present and voting. 
The amendment to this Rule 
incorporates this into the 
body of the Rules. 

Existing text Amended text Comments 

Rule 75bis 

When the Health Assembly-
votes by secret ballot, the 
ballot itself and the check of 

The proposed amendment 
is in order to permit the 
Assembly to proceed with its 
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Existing text Amended text 

Existing text 

Rule 75bis (continued) 
> * 

the number of ballot papers 
shall take place in plenary 
meeting. Unless the Health 
Assembly determines otherwise, 
the counting of votes shall 
take place in a separate room 
to- which delegations “ may have 
access . - This counting shall 
take place under the super~ 
vision of the President or of 
one of the Vice-Presidents of 
the Health" Assembly/ The 
Health Assembly shall proceed 
with it s wo r k' ; ünt i 1' thé results 
of th^' ballot" can be announced. 

Amended text 

Rule 78bis 

In an election each Member 
unless he abstains, shall vote 
for that number of candidates 
equal to the number of elective 
places to be filled. 

Comments 

business while the 
counting of votes takes 
place in another room. 
This would make possible 
an appreciable saving of 
time without prejudicing 
the secrecy of the ballot 
or the public counting of 
the votes. It may be 
noted that a similar 
procedure was recently-
adopted by the General 
Conference of UNESCO. 

Comments 

Rule 100 dealing with 
the election of Members 
entitled to designate 
persons to serve on the 
Executive Board, requires 
that, in any ballot, each 
voter must vote for a 
number of candidates equal 
to the number of vacant 
elective places, ballot 
papers indicating a greater 
or lesser number of names 
being invalid. The 
principle in this Rule has 
been applied by the Health 

E
B
3
5
/
2
1
 

A
n
n
i
q
)
3
c
 

p
i
 
3
 



Existing text Amended text 

Rule 78bis (continued) 

Existing text Amended text 

Rule 79 

If the votes are equally 
divided on a matter other than 
an election, the proposal shall be 
regarded as not adopted. 

If during an election 
one or more elective places 
cannot be filled by reason 
of an equal number of votes 
having been obtained toy two 
or more candidates, a ballot 
shall be held among such 
candidates to determine 
which of them will be 
elected. This procedure 
may be repeated if necessary• 
If the votes are equally 
divided on a matter other 
than an election, the 
proposal shall be regarded 
as not adopted. 

Comments 

Assembly to all elections, 
and therefore, since it is 
of general application, it 
is suggested that it be 
incorporated in a new Rule, 
in that part of the Rules 
of Procedure dealing with 
voting in plenary meetings. 
Rule 100 being thereafter 
deleted. 

Comments 

This proposed text is 
analogous to the present 
Rule 101, which only applies 
in the case of elections to 
the Executive Board. Since 
this provision is, however, 
of general application to all 
elections, it would seem 
preferable to include it in 
that part of the Rules of 
Procedure dealing with voting 
in plenary meetings. 
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Existing text Amended text Comments 

Rule 80 

Subject to any decision 
of the Health Assembly the 
procedure governing the 
conduct of business and voting 
by committees shall conform as 
far as practicable to the Rules 
relative to the conduct of 
business and voting in plenary 
meetings• 

Rule 80 

Subject to any decision 
of the Health Assembly the 
procedure governing the conduct 
of business and voting by 
committees shall conform as far 
as practicable to the RUles 
relative to the conduct of 
business and voting in plenary-
meetings. One-third of the 
members of a committee shall 
constitute a quorum. The 
presence of a majority of a 
committee shall， however, be 
required for a question to be 
put to a vote. 

The proposed amendment 
is in order to facilitate the 
conduct of business in 
committees of the Health 
Assembly and is analogous to 
the procedure followed in 
certain other international 
organizations, e.g. the 
United Nations and FAO. 

Existing text 

Rule 91 

Verbatim and summary 
records of public meetings 
and the reports of all 
committees and sub^committees 
shall be published in the 
Official Records of the 
Organization. 

Amended text 

Rule 91 

Verbatim and summary 
records of public meetings 
and the reports of all 
committees and sub-committees 
shall be published in the 
Official Records of the 
Organization in the English, 
French, Russian and Spanish 
editions. 

Comments 

The proposed addition 
to this Rule is in order to 
specify the languages of 
publication of the Official 
Records. 



Existing text Amended text 

Rule 100 Rule 100 

For the purpose of 
elections in accordance with 
Rule 99 Members shall vote in 
any ballot for that number of 
candidates equal to the number 
of seats to be filled and any 
ballot paper failing to comply 
with this Rule shall be null 
and void. 

Delete this Rule 

Existing text 

Rule 101 

If in elections under 
Rule 99 two or more 
candidates obtain an equal 
number of votes in such 

Amended text 

Rule 101 

Delete this Rule 

circumstances as would render 
it uncertain which candidate or 
candidates would be eligible to 
fill any seat or seats, the votes 
cast for such candidates shall 
be declared inconclusive, and, 
subject to the provisions of 
Rule 99, further ballots taken 
as necessary. 

Comments 

The provisions of 
this Rule have been 
incorporated in the new 
Rule 78bis above. 

Comments 
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The provisions of 
this Rule have been 
incorporated in the 
text of Rule 79 above. 



Appendix to the Rules of Procedure of the 
Health Assembly for the conduct of elections 
by secret ballot 

See Appendix to this document. 

Comments 

An appendix to the Rules 
of Procedure, dealing with the 
conduct of elections by secret 
ballot, has been prepared, in 
order to codify and clarify 
the actual practice that has 
been followed by the Health 
Assembly in elections• It 
is thought that this will be 
of assistance to the Health 
Assembly and. more particularly 
to its officers and other 
persons responsible for the 
conduct of balloting. 
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APPENDIX TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OP THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 
FOR THE CONDUCT OP ELECTIONS BY SECRET BALLOT 

1. Before voting begins, the President shall hand to the two tellers appointed 

by him the list of Members entitled to vote and the list of candidates. For 

the elections of Members entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive 

Board or of the Director-General^ the list of candidates shall include only those 

nominations submitted to the Health Assembly in accordance with the procédure laid 

down in Rules 98 and 108 respectively of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 

Assembly. 

2. The Secretariat shall distribute a ballot paper to each delegation. Every 

ballot paper shall be of the same size and colour without distinguishing marks. 

The tellers shall satisfy themselves that the ballot box is empty and, having 

locked it, shall hand the key to the President. 

4-. Members shall be called in turn to vote in the English alphabetical order of 

their names, beginning with the name of a Member which shall have been drawn by lot. 

The call shall be made in English, French, Spanish and Russian. 

5* The secretary of the meeting and the tellers shall record each Member
1

 s vote 

by marking the margin of the list of Members entitled to vote opposite to the name 

of the Member in question. 

6. At the conclusion of the calling of Members, the President shall ensure that 

all the Members present and entitled to vote have been called. He shall then 

declare the voting closed and announce that the votes are to be counted. 

4• When the ballot box has been opened, the tellers shall count the number of 

ballot papers. If the number is not equal to that of the voters, the President 

shall declare the vote invalid and another ballot shall be held. 

8. Where the counting of votes takes place outside the Assembly Hall, the ballot 

papers shall be returned to the ballot box which shall be taken by the tellers to 

the room where the votes are to be counted-
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9- One of the tellers shall then read aloud the names which are on the ballot 

paper. The number of votes obtained by each of the candidates mentioned shall be 

written opposite their names by the other teller on a document drawn up for this 

purpose. 

10. A ballot paper on v/hich no names are written or which bears the word "abstention 

shall be considered as signifying an abstention. 

11. The following shall be considered null and void: 

(a) ballot papers on which there are more or fewer names than there are 

elective places to be filled or on which the name of any candidate appears 

more than once; 

(b) ballot papers in which the voters have revealed their identity, in 

particular by apposing their signature or mentioning the name of the Member 

they represent; 

(c) where the Rules of Procedure so require, ballot papers bearing the names 

of candidates other than those nominated in accordance with the provisions of 

those Rules. 

12. When the counting of the votes is completed, the tellers shall indicate the 

results in a document drawn up for this purpose, which they shall sign and hand to 

the President. The latter, in plenary meeting, shall announce the results in the 

following order: 

Number of Members entitled to vote 

Number absent 

Number of abstentions 

Number of ballot papers null and void 

Number of Members present and voting • 

Number required for a majority 

Names of candidates and the number of votes secured by each of them, in 
descending order of the number of votes• 

1J. For the purposes of these provisions, the following definitions shall apply: 

(a) "Absent" - Members entitled to vote but whose representatives are not 

present at the meeting at which the secret ballot takes place; 
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(b) "Number of Members present and voting" - The difference between the 

number of Members with the right to vote and the total number of absentees, 

abstentions and invalid ballot papers. 

14. The President shall declare elected candidates who have obtained the required 

majority, 

15. The list signed by the tellers and on which the results of the vote have been 

recorded shall constitute the official record of the count of the ballot and shall 

be retained in the Organization's files. The ballot papers shall be destroyed 

immediately after the declaration of the results of the ballot. 


