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Thursday, 25 September 1969 at 9.00 a.m •. 

PRESENT 

I. Representatives of Member States 

AUSTRALIA 

CAMBODIA 

CHINA 

FRANCE 

JAPAN 

LAOS 

MALAYSIA 

NEW ZEALAND 

PHn..IPPlNES 

PORTUGAL 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Dr J .S. Boxall 
Dr R. T. Taureka 
Mr P. W. Carroll 

Dr Phav Sany 

Dr C.K. Chang 
Dr T.Y. Lee 

Medecin-Co1one1 E. Poyet 

Dr K. Kanamitsu 
Dr!. Shigematsu 
Mr M. Yamasaki 
Dr M. o ike 
Mr N. Maekawa 

Dr Phouy Sunthorn 
Dr Thongphet Phetsiriseng 

Dr Raja Ahmad Noordin 
Dr Abdul Kha1id bin Sahan 
Dr C.O. Innis 

Dr W. Murphy 

Dr C.S. Gatmaitan 
Dr A.N. Acosta 
Dr J. Valera 
Dr L. Car10ta 
Dr G. Balbin 
Dr F. Gomez 

Dr Diego Hora Silva Ferreira 

Dr Sung-Hee Rhee 
Mr Sae-Hoon Ahn 

Dr C.H. Gurd 
Dr P.H. Teng 
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UNrrED STATES OF AMERICA 

VIEI'-NAM 

WESTERN SAMOA 

Dr R.K.C. Lee 
Dr J .L. Stockard 
Dr J.P. Keeve 

Dr Truong Minh Cac 
Dr Dang Quoc Phu 

Dr J .C. Thieme 

II. Representatives of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies 

UNITED NATIONS AND 
UNITED NATIONS CHILIREN' S FUND 

UNrrED NATIONS DEVEIDPMENT 
PROGRAMME 

Mr A.E. Meager 

Mr A.J. Joseph 

III. Representatives of other intergovernmental organizations 

SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION Dr G. Loison 

IV. Representatives of non-governmental organizations 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON Dr R. Seaborn 
ALCOHOL AND ADDWrIONS 

INTERNATIOOAL DENTAL FEJ)]RATION Dr B. Barbers 

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR HEALTH Dr F. Herrera 
EDUCATION 

THE WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, Dr F.f;j. Pascual 
mc. 

\-JQRLD FEDERATION FOR MENTAL Dr E. A1daba-L1m 
HEALTH 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF Mrs M. Ordofiez 
CATHOLIC NURSES 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF Dr C. Ll. Intengan 
NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

185 



186 REGIONAL COMMI'l.TEE: TWENrIETH SESSION 



r 
; 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FIFl'H MEETING 187 

At this meeting Dr SUNTHORN (Laos), Vice-Chairman. took the chair. 

The VICE-CHAIRMAN expressed his gratitude to the representatives 

for the honour that they had conferred on his country and on himself 

in electing him as Vice-chairman of this Regional Committee meeting. 

1 STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES, OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
IN OFFICIAL REl..ATIONS WITH WHO: Item 16 of the Agenda 

On the invitation of the CHAIRr~N. the following representatives 

presented statements. 

1.1 Representative of the United Nations and united Nations 
Children's Fund 

Mr MEAGER extended the greetings of the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, the Executive Director of UNICEF and the Director of 

the UNICEF Regional Office for East Asia and Pakistan. 

In the past the UNICEF Representative had usually made a state

ment on the principal theme of the meeting. This year the theme was 

particularly technical in nature and he would instead confine his 

remarks to the fruitful collaboration between the two organizations 

during the past twenty-two years. This collaboration had not been 

without obstacles and shortcomings, but these had been overcome in 

the realization that the two organizations complemented one another. 

The UNICEF Executive Board was concerned about the whole child, 

who needed to be healthy, to be educated, to have a better environment 

in order to fit him for an active and useful life. Governments had 

been made aware of this and of the importance of recognizing the total 

needs of the coming generation in the development of social and 

economic planning. UNICEF's concern to relate its programmes of assist

ance to long-term development plans had led to closer working relation

ships with the planning agencies but co-operation with WHO had continued. 

The UNICEF Executive Board, which met in Santiago in May 1969, had 

'.~ allocated approximately 50 per cent. of its resources to health programmes. 
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He looked forward to many more years ot effeotive oollaboration 

and wished the Regional Committee suooess in its deliberations. 

1.2 Representative of the United Nations Development Programme 

Mr JOSEPH stated that before the Regional Committee met again the 

World Health Organization, with the other agenoies of the United 

Nations system, would be in the Second Development Decade of the 

seventies. The First Development Decade had been described as a 

global effort to mobilize the acoumulated experience in a sus-

tained attack on the problems of poverty. disease, hunger and 

illiteracy. The time had now come for a stock-taking of performance 

in this period. The low income countries had almost reached the 

First Development Decade's target of a 5 per cent. growth in aggre

gate national income; this had inevitably been depleted by a 11igh 

rate of population growth, but nevertheless much had been accomplished. 

The Regional Director was one of the dedicated men entrusted with 

the task of guiding the various activities of the First Development 

Decade and, on behalf of the Administrator and the Secretariat of the 

United Nations Development Programme, he congratulated him on the solid 

record of work which he had presented to the Regional Committee. 

The United Nations Development Programme had grown from $50.7 in 

1958 to $430.7 million in 1969. WHO's participation in this programme 

had grown steadily. There were ten Resident Representatives of the 

United Nations Development Programme serving the Region and public 

health projects were prominent in the development programmes adminis

tered by them. UNDP/WHO collaboration was.expeoted to be further 

intensified with the administration by UNDP of the United Nations Fund 

for Population Activities. Further. decisions made at the Governing 

Council of UNDP in June 1969 were designed to accelerate and expand 

the scope of UNDP-financed programmes to include shor-term investment

oriented feasibility studies. The Council had also reaffirmed its 

resolution to expedite the operations of the United Nations Capital 

Development Fund and to undertake global or regional activities in 
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basic research of importance to the developing countries. He hoped 

that Member countries and agencies would take full advantage of these 

facilities. 

He referred to the admirable relationship existing between th.e 

Regional Office of the World Health Organization and the Philippine 

Office of the United Nations Development Programme, which was 

indicative of the situation in their global collaboration. 

In conclusion he conveyed the greetings and good wishes of the 

Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to the 

delegations attending the twentieth session of the Regional Committee 

and to the staff of the Organization for their performance during the 

past year. He had had the opportunity of serving in WHO for several 

years and his esteem remained undiminished for its effective 

decentralized administration and its programme procedures. 

1.3 Representative of the South Pacific COmmission 

Dr LOISON, on behalf of the South Pacific CommiSSion, thanked 

the Regional Director and his staff for the assistance they had 

provided to his organization. 

For the benefit of new representatives to the Regional Committee 

he outlined the objectives and activities of the South Pacific 

Commission. Tne Commission was an inter-governmental consultative 

organization, almost twenty-three years old, whose aim was to further 

the well-being of the Polynesian populations. The Member governments 

included Australia, France, Great Britain, Nauru, New Zealand, the 

United states of America and Western Samoa.. They met once a year 

at the Commission's headquarters in Noumea to approve the budget for 

the following year. In view of the size of their budget (which had 

amounted to only 885 000 Australian dollars in 1969), their most 

difficult task was to establish priorities amongst the projects 

proposed. In this respect the CommiSSion's programme had many 

features in common with that of the World Health Organization, since 

neither had suffiCiently large budgets to undertake all that was needed. 
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The areas which the Commission covered varied considerably, both 

geographically and economically. Some territories had been industrial

ized while others remained agricultural; some were densely or sparsely 

populated. In addition to those diseases which were endemic in the 

area, such as malaria and filariasis, there were many health problems 

which were common to several territories. These included tuberculosis, 

leprosy, dental caries, social and health conditions as a result of 

the rapid urbanization taking place, overcrowding, inadequate water 

supply, deficient sewage disposal, etc. 

Some projects, such as malaria control, were too costly for the 

Commission to implement and this had been handed over to WHO; others 

had been jointly implemented. He thanked the Regional Office for the 

interest it had shown in the South Pacific area despite its gigantic 

task in Asia. 

The Commission hoped that in 1970 the Regional Office would be 

able to provide at least one consultant for the seminars it intended 

to organize, since the technical staff of the Commission was limited. 

He hoped also that the co-operation between the World Health Organization 

and the Commission would continue in order to ensure the successful 

implementation of its public health programme. 

1.4 Representative of the International Council on Alcohol 
and Addictions 

Dr SEABORN conveyed the greetings and good wishes of the Inter

national Council on Alcohol and Addictions to the Regional Director 

and the Regional Committee for the \'lestern PacifiC. 

The International Council on Alcohol and Addictions w~s concerned 

with the promotion, encouragement and co-ordination of research, 

education and treatment of alcoholism and other drug dependent condi

tions. It regularly held seminars and conferences and every four 

years an International Congress on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence. 

The next International Congress would be held in February 1970, in 

Sydney, Australia. This was being sponsored by the Council and two 
',.-,. 
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of its member bodies. This was the first occasion that an International 

Congress on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence would be held outside of 

Europe or the United States of America and he hoped that the Asian 

countries would be well represented. 

It was of great satisfaction to the IeAA to know that WHO had 

become concerned with the problem of alcoholism and drug dependence and 

that, in co-operation with the United Nations, it determined which new 

drugs had dependence producing qualities. 

The support of WHO was requested to assist governments with appro

priate epidemiological services and studies in order to achieve better 

understanding of the problem of alcoholism and drug dependence. 

1.5 Representative of the International Dental Federation 

Dr BARBERS, on behalf of the International Dental Federation, 

extended greetings and congratulations to the Regional Director and 

the Officers of the Regional Cormnittee and wished it success in the 

fulfilment of its tasks. 

She acknowledged the gratifying relationship which existed between 

her Federation and the World Health Organization. One instance of this 

collaboration had resulted in the publication of manuals on inter

national dental epidemiological methods. Her Federation had also played 

a role with regard to the adoption of the World Health Assembly resolu

tion on Fluoridation and Dental Health. 

She requested the continuing support of requests from Member 

countries for budgetary allocations for dental health. The relation

ship between dental and oral diseases was not easily perceived but the 

threat was always present. She reiterated the request for a regional 

dental health adviser which would contribute greatly to dental health 

matters in the Region. 

She endorsed the choice of the subject matter for the TeChnical 

Discussions and proposed that if health manpower were included in next 

year's Technical Discussions it should also cover dental manpower. 
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1.6 Representative of the International Union for Health Education 

Dr HERRERA conveyed the good wishes of the International Union 

for Health Education for a successful meeting. 

The VIIth International Conference on Health and Health Education 

had recently been held in Argentina, 6-13 September 1969, and seventy

five countries had been represented. The theme of the Conference llad 

been I1Communication and Behaviour Change". 

The International Union for Health Education commende~ the 

Regional Committee and the World Health Organization for the support 

given in developing and strengthening the various aspects of health 

education services and looked forward to continued collaboration in 

the future. 

1.7 Representative of the World Federation for Mental Health 

Dr ALDABA-LIM conveyed the greetings and good wishes of the World 

Federation for Mental Health. 

Her Federation was particularly concerned with three items on the 

agenda: health aspects of population dynamics; the epidemiology and 

prevention of accidents; and the training of national health personnel. 

The most significant approach to the problem of mental health today 

was to recognize the importance of adjustment on the lives of human 

beings. Two-thirds of mankind were prevented from making these neces

sary adjustments because of the circumstances prevailing in the 

developing world of hunger, malnutrition and poverty, further aggra

vated by population growth. 

In the setting-up of a progr~nme on the prevention of accidents, 

the mental health of the human being as a component in the epidemio

logical pattern was an aspect which should be further pursued. 

Her Federation also shared the concern of WHO on the problems 

relating to training of professional and auxiliary health ,personnel. 

The shortage of well-trained medical and paramedical personnel had 

handicapped many well-pl~~ed health programmes and this was even 
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more aoute in the field of mental health. 

The discussions were valuable in presenting the present-day health 

problems in the Region. Their solution called for unified effort and 

co-operation of all public, private, scientific, education and social 

forces throughout the countries in the Region. 

1.8 Representative of the World Medical Association 

Dr PASCUAL extended the greetings of the sixty-three National 

Medical Associations which comprised the World Medical Association and 

wished the meeting success. 

On behalf of the members of the Association in the Region, he 

pledged its co-operation in the decisions reached by the Regional 

Committee and affirmed its desire to continue to collaborate with the 

World Health Organization. 

1.9 Representative of the International Committee of Catholic Nurses 

Mrs OROONEZ extended the greetings and congratulations of the 

International Committee of Catholic Nurses to the World Health Organiza

tion in making the twentieth session of the Regional Committee a reality. 

The people of the Western Pacific Region were indebted to the WorLd 

Health Organization for its assistance in strengthening national health 

programmes through projects, committees and conferences. It was a 

common belief that only through concerted efforts could the goal of the 

highest possible level of health for all peoples of the world be attained. 

The International Committee of Catholic Nurses was grateful for 

the dynamic leadership of the Director-General and the Regional Director 

and his staff towards the prevention and control of disease. It further 

acknowledged with appreciation the experience it had gained through 

official relations with the Organization. 

On behalf of her organization, she extended an invitation to the 

representatives to attend the forthCOming Ninth World Congress of 

Catholic Nurses, to be held from 17 to 24 January 1970 in Manila. 
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The theme of the Congress would be "The Nurse and the Development of Peoples" 

and it would seek to portray the role played by nurses in cultural science 

and health education and to give shape to their hope for the future. 

1.10 Representative of the International Union of Nutritiogal Sciences 

Dr INTENGAN conveyed the good wishes of the International Union of 

Nutritional Sciences to the Director-General and the Regional Director 

and expressed its thanks for the invitation to attend the twentieth 

session. 

It was estimated that one-half of the world's popUlation suffered 

from hunger. Undernourishment was a serious problem in developing 

countries, affecting particularly infants and young children. 

It was therefore gratifying to note that nutrition had been given 

due recognition amo~st the multifarious problems with which the World 

Health Organization had to deal. 

1.11 Representative of the Permanent Commission and InteEnftional 
Association on Occupational Health 

Dr OLYMPIA conveyed the greetings of the Permanent Commission 

and International Association on Occupational Health and expressed 

its appreciation for the invitation to attend the twentieth session 

of the Regional Committee. 

The Association was currently holding its sixteenth International 

Conference in International Health in Tokyo. He hoped that the discus

sions taking place at that Conference would be of some assistance to 

the Regional Committee in solving problems connected with oocupational 

health and medicine. 

He noted with interest that the subject of occupatiOnal health was 

on the agenda of the Regional Conlllli ttee and hoped that the IPermanent 

Commission and International Association on Occupational Health would 

be able to undertake any contribution on occupational health with which 

it were entrusted. , ' 
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1.12 Representative of the World Federation of Oooupational Therapists 

Mrs ABAD extended the greetings of the World Federation of 

Ocoupational Therapists on the occasion of the twentieth session of the 

Regional Committee and wished it every success. 

As it was recognized that the lack of professionally trained health 

and auxiliary personnel was an obstacle to the expansion and development 

of general health services, the inclusion in the agenda of the subject 

"Training of National Health Personnelll was most opportune. 

Occupational therapy was a comparatively new profession in the 

Philippines but it had made remarkable progress during recent years. 

The School of Allied Medical Professions now had thirty-five graduates 

in its Department of Occupational Therapy. Qualified occupational 

therapists had helped in the development or modification of clinical 

set-ups in government and private hospitals, rehabilitation units and 

special schools. A Bill had been signed into law defining, standard

izing and controlling the practice of physical and occupational therapy 

in the Philippines. 

The Occupational Therapy Association of the Philippines was now 

a member of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists. The 

Philippines had been chosen as the site of the sixth International 

Congress of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists to be 

held in 1972. 

1.13 Representative of the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation 

Professor MATSUMOTO conveyed the greetings of the International 

Planned Parenthood Federation. 

The Federation's Regional Offices in Tokyo and Singapore were 

active in many fllember countries of the \'iestern Pacific Region of the 

World Health Organization. In these countries much had been done by 

voluntary family planning agencies in connexion with maternal and 

child health, health education. including clinic and field services, 
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training of doctors and family planning leaders, research ~ publica

tions. 

The Federation was grateful to WHO for its continued assistance in 

improving maternal and child health through the promotion of courses in 

countries throughout the Region. It had noted, with satisfaction, the 

resolution on "Health Aspects of Population Dynamics" which had been 

adopted at the nineteenth session of the Regional Committee. 

There remained many problems regarding population in most Member 

countries of the Region and these concerned health and human rights as 

well as social and economic factors. The well-being and happiness of 

people, both of the family and of the nation, was based on bringing up 

healthy children prepared for their future responsibilities as adults 

in the community. These aims could be realized through health educa

tion, particularly education on family planning and family life. The 

Federation was making earnest efforts to deal with these problems but, 

since its resources were limited, it needed the continued support and 

assistance of the World Health Organization. The importanee of family 

planning for the health of mankind should be fully recognized by the 

World Health Organization and work expanded in this field. 

1.14 Representative of the League of Red Cross Societies 

Dr GALVEZ said that the partiCipation this year of the Leaooue 

of Red Cross Societies was significant as it was commemorating the 

fiftieth anniversary of its founding. 

He emphasized the close affinity which bound the League of Red 

Cross Societies and the World Health Organization. One of the main 

aims of the Red Cross was to improve health, prevent diseases and 

mitigate suffering and these were also the objectives of WHO. The 

League could be said to be the precursor of the World Health Organiza

tion. It \-Ias regularly represented at the various conferences and 

events organized by WHO and Joint working parties had been set up to 

study subjects of con-anon interest. 

I 
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He expressed the hope that the two organizations would continue 

their efforts for closer co-ordination of activities in the pursuit of 

health. 

The meeting rose at 10.50 a.m. 


