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Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am indeed very pleased to see the 42nd session of the Regional Committee for the 
Western Pacific here assembled and feel honoured to be able to represent the World 
Veterinary Association among you, as an observer. 

Shall I therefore be permitted to seize this occasion better to acquaint you with the 
work of my association? 

As shown in our leaflet, the World Veterinary Association is a study group divided 
into 19 sub-committees whose membership come from some 70 countries. It organizes 
various manifestations to ensure the full deVelopment of every aspect of the veterinary 
science, as well as meetings designed to reinforce the cooperation and solidarity among 
veterinary surgeons all over the world. Every four years, communications are issued, 
essentially by the sub-committees, bearing witness to the vigorous development of 
veterinary sciences. 

This year, some 3000 members attended our 24th Congress, which took place in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, from the 18th to the 23rd of August. A large number of 
communications were made during that meeting - most of them dealing with veterinary 
hygiene and directly linked to the health and welfare of mankind. In the future, the World 
Veterinary Association would like to take advantage of such events to make an efficient 
contribution to the development of public hygiene. 

Japan will host our next congress which will take place in 1995. It will be the first 
congress ever organized in Asia since the birth of our association, some 130 years ago. 
The Japanese Veterinary Association will make every effort to ensure its success, together 
with all persons concerned and, more particularly, the city of Yokohama, and thus to fulfill 
its international duty towards the advancement of veterinary sciences - in the wake of the 
great progress made by Japanese economy. 

The World Veterinary Association would also like to continue to benefit from the 
advice and collaboration of WHO in many areas. 

To conclude, may I join you in hoping for the full success of the Public Hygiene 
Summit, which will take place in Saitama after the end of our present session? 

Thank you very much for your attention. 


