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Mr Chairman and Distinguished Delegates, 

I thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this Committee today on behalf of 
the International Organization of Consumers Unions Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific (IOCU ROAP). From its very inception in 1960, IOCU has been concerned with 
issues related to health and particularly the impact of the irrational use of drugs on the 
health and safety of consumers worldwide. We reiterate our commitment to work with the 
WHO Western Pacific Regional Office in their attempts to usher in health for all to the 
people of the region. I wish to highlight some of the activities carried out by IOCU ROAP 
which are related to the agenda items of this Committee meeting. 

Primary Health Care and Rational Use of Drugs 

Primary health care (PHC) has been identified as the key to health for all (HFA). 
Regular availability of essential drugs is one of the important components of primary health 
care. Not only should safe and effective essential drugs be made available but they should be 
used rationally. 

The IOCU ROAP representative to the forty-first session of the Regional Committee 
described the Asian regional initiatives towards promoting the concepts of essential drugs 
and their rational use. I am now happy to inform you that IOCU ROAP is continuing with 
follow-up activities at the national level. These have been the major recommendations of the 
two International Consultations IOCU ROAP convened. National campaign workshops to 
increase prescriber awareness and consumer awareness of the concepts of essential drugs 
and their rational use have been planned in countries of the region. 

IOCU ROAP is in consultation with the Ministries of Health in the countries of South 
and South-East Asia, to convene an Asian Workshop on Pharmaceuticals for Health 
Ministry Officials. This is tentatively planned for 1992. 
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Infant and Youn~ Child Nutrition 

The issue of infant and young child nutrition and health are among the top priorities of 
all consumer associations and government consumer protection agencies in the Third World. 
On these issues, IOCU, as a founding member of ISFAN, the International Baby Food 
Action Network, works through this network. An important aspect of this work is the 
implementation of the International Cod{ of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes adopted 
by the World Health Assembly in 1981. The Code is not only an instrument to change 
marketing practices that directly affect the way in which infants are fed and the consequences 
this has on their health, but also a powerful educational tool, which can change hospital 
practices and the attitude of mothers, parents and the public at large towards better infant 
feeding. 

IOCU and ISFAN have presented to the World Health Assemblies in Geneva in 1986, 
1988 and 1991, the results of global surveys on the implementation of the Code by countries 
and companies. These surveys summarize the findings of careful monitoring of the 
marketing practices of 20 major baby food companies, as well as those of 20 manufacturers 
of feeding bottles and teats. They also analyse the various measures taken by 168 
governments to implement the Code. 

Ten years after its adoption, the Code is still awaiting legislation or other forceful 
measures in nearly 100 countries. 

I thank the Regional Director for giving me the floor to recount some of our activities, 
we reiterate our commitment to work towards the global goal of health for all. We look 
forward to continued support from the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific. 
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