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ADDRESS BY THE RETIRING CHAIRMAN 

Distinguished Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A year ago, at the forty-first session of the Regional Committee in Manila, the 
Distinguished Representatives of the Member States elected me as their Chairman. This 
was a great honour for me personally and for my country. Today, as my term draws to a 
close, it is my privilege and pleasure to address the Committee. 

First of all, I must say that being your Chairman was a most rewarding experience and 
I would like to thank you and everyone concerned for making it so. I deeply appreciate your 
help and understanding. 

It is a pleasure to welcome the representatives of the two new Members and one 
Associate Member who are joining us today. On behalf of all of us, old and new, I wish to 
thank the Government of Japan for welcoming us so warmly and graciously. And may I say 
to our Director-General, Dr Nakajima, that your presence with us today makes our joy 
complete. 

Distinguished Representatives, it is customary to take stock of what we have achieved 
during the last year. Many important activities and events have taken place in this past year 
which have improved the development of health in this Region and in which WHO has been 
significantly involved. It is heartening to note that in the Western Pacific, WHO maintained 
its leadership role in the field of health. 

You will have the opportunity to review the excellent report of the biennium by the 
Regional Director. I wish to mention only some of the striking trends that are taking place 
and the continued progress that is being made towards attaining health for all. From our 
preoccupation with the extent of coverage we are now turning increasingly to the quality and 
adequacy of health care. We have now started thinking beyond community involvement. In 
many parts of the Region we see communities becoming more and more responsible for 
their own health care. This, I consider, is a significant change from the beginning when we 
talked only of community awareness. Now we have to think more about the proper 
management of the entire health care system and already changes in that direction can be 
seen. We welcome the initiatives WHO has taken to support this trend. 

Now that overall levels of care are high, our attention is turning to the pockets of low 
coverage that exist in most of our countries. There are also problems that spill over the 
borders of countries. The efforts made by WHO to bring together countries which share 
these common problems, I am sure we all appreciate. 
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During the last year, greater progress was seen in communication and exchange of 
information. Within our own governments we are beginning to see increased participation 
by different ministries which will greatly contribute to solving health problems. The decade 
for water and sanitation came to an end last year. The intersectoral cooperation that 
developed through the Decade activities must now be nurtured for the future so that we can 
sustain the progress made. 

Earlier I mentioned the growing concern for quality and impact in health care. This 
called for the setting of priorities in our own efforts and in our collaboration with WHO. 
One of the most important of these, to which WHO has contributed actively, is the 
development of human resources, particularly in the Pacific. We are aware that these efforts 
must be continued for the future and I am sure that all of us will continue to support them 
wholeheartedly, as it is we ourselves, and our countries, who are the beneficiaries. 

When we think of quality of care, it is obvious that it leads ultimately to the quality of 
life. We are all aware of and concerned about the impact of changing lifestyles on health 
patterns and the need to prevent some of the dangerous trends already visible. Before long 
these will present a considerable challenge to the health services and demand a major 
portion of their resources. I am heartened that WPRO has started giving priority to this area 
through health promotion. As this topic will come up in the technical discussions at the end 
of this session, we are looking forward to hearing about the experience of our colleagues 
which may guide them in developing this programme. 

During the week you will review the Second Evaluation of the Strategy for Health for 
All by the Year 2000. It is not my intention to pre-empt its findings but I am sure it will show 
that countries in this Region have made considerable progress in the field of health. This 
testifies to the excellent cooperation between the Member States and WHO over the years, 
and to the determination of each country and area to provide the best care possible for its 
people. 

Last year I drew your attention to the call of the Regional Director for partnership in 
health. Today I can confidently say that this call has met with a wholehearted response and 
that much has already been achieved through it. 

I am not forgetting that there are still many things to do and problems to solve but we 
have confidence that we are going in the right direction together. 

In conclusion, let me thank you again for the rewarding experience of being the 
chairman of this distinguished Committee • an experience that I will always cherish. Allow 
me to wish you all and my successor fruitful deliberations during this session and all success 
in the years to come. 

Thank you. 

-


