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RENEWING THE STRATEGY FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 

The objective of renewing the strategy for health for all is for Member States to review their 

health policies and strategies in the light of the changes that will undoubtedly be emerging in the 21st 

century. 

WHO's role in the renewal process will be: 

• reviewing the current regional and global health situation, including policy development, 

and providing this information to Member States and other partners in health; 

• working with Member States as they review their health policies and strategies in the light 

of the renewal initiative; and 

• participating with Member States and other partners in health (United Nations agencies, 

nongovernmental organizations, etc.) to promote and encourage the broad partnership in 

health that will be needed to achieve renewal. 

The regional plan for carrying out the renewal process involves several activities focusing on 

policy development: 

• preparing a comprehensive assessment of the health-for-all achievements (Regional 

Office); 

• conducting the third evaluation of the implementation of the strategy for health for all 

(Member States); 
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• analysing the main issues in the Region to be met by the renewed health for all strategy, 

based on the themes of New horizons in health, the Yanuca Island Declaration, and nine 

global emerging issues (Regional Office); 

• response to that analysis with country-level identification of priority issues (Member 

States); 

• preparing a regional synthesis of the renewal policies and strategies for the 21 st century 

(Regional Office). 

The initial activity will be primarily carried out in the Regional Office, based on records and 

information available from the various health-for-all reports. The first review stage will also start to 

look at regional developments in terms of the themes of New horizons in health. 

The evaluation of the implementation of the strategy for health for all will have two 

components: 

(I) to provide an evaluation of the progress in implementing the strategy for health for all (the 

usual objective); and 

(2) to provide additional information on the assessment of New horizons in health themes and 

other issues that will influence health policies in the 21 st century. 

When the documentation related to the third evaluation Is sent to Member States, it will 

include a list of questions concerning national data not available at the Regional Office. The 

outcome ofthis consultative exercise will be the third evaluation ofthe implementation of the health

for-all strategy. The country response to the Regional Office's analysis of issues will shape the 

directions for the renewed strategy. The country input should emphasize how emerging issues and 

the New horizons in health perspective may influence current health policies and form the basis for a 

new health policy in the 21st century. It is therefore important that a special effort be made by the 

Member States to ensure that the data and other input given to this exercise is of the highest quality 

possible. 

The final stage of the activity will result from Member States' review of the information 

contained in the earlier activities and their projection of how their individual health policies may be 

changed for the 21 st century based on the influences they foresee on their health system in the future. 
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This will be presented to the Sub-Committee and the Regional Committee as the proposed regional 

contribution to the global renewal process. The regional contributions will be consolidated into a 

global document "Health for All in the 21st Century" for discussion at the Executive Board and 

World Health Assembly. 

"Health for All by the 21st century", will then become the reference for further review and 

development of national health policies and strategy. This will also be used as a basis for the WHO 

global vision for health in the 21st century. This vision will not necessarily be of recommended 

health policies. The vision can be used to guide the actions of partnerships in health. 

RENEWING THE STRATEGY FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 

TIMET ABLE OF ACTIVITIES 

Adb:itx CQIIPlc&lQa dau: 

I. Request sent to Member States to prepare the third evaluation of the November 1996 
implementation of the strategy for health for all 

2. An analysis made by the Regional Office of issues in the Region facing December 1996 
Health for All in the 21st century based on the themes of New horizons in health, 
the Yanuca Island Declaration, and nine global emerging issues. This analysis 
sent to Member States for comments/input 

3. Response from Member States on the third evaluation of the implementation March 1997 
of the strategy for health for all and on the Regional Office analysis of issues for 
Health for All in the 21st Century 

4. Compilation in the Regional Office of the data from the Region June 1997 

~. Meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Regional Committee on Programmes June 1997 
aIId Technical Cooperation, to review two topics: (i) third evaluation of the 
implementation of the strategy for health for all; (ii) renewal of the strategy. 
Preparation of a working document and recommendations for the Regional 
Committee at its forty-eighth session 

6. Discussion and endorsement of a regional contribution to the global renewal September 1997 
process at the forty-eighth session of the Regional Committee 

7. Regional reports consolidated into a Global Draft Revised Strategy: "Health January 1998 
for all in the 21st century", for review by the Executive Board at its one hundred 
first session 

8. Global Renewed Strategy "Health for all for the 21 st Century" presented to May 1998 
the Fifty-frrst World Health Assembly 


