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ANNOTATED AGENDA 

1 Opening of the eighth session of the Regional Comm1 ttee 
Address by retiring Chairman 

It is customary for the retiring Chairman to deliver a short address at 
the opening meeting of each session of the Regional Committee. 

The Chairman of the seventh sessi8n of the Regiaanl Committee wns 
Dr. J. Bierdrager, Director of Health, Hollandia. 

2 Election of new Officers: Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteurs 

The officers of the Regional Committee are the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, 
the Rapporteur for the English language and that for the French language. The 
officers of the three previous meetings were: 

Fifth session - 1954 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Rapporteur (i.n English) 
Rapporteur (in French) 

Sixth session - 1955 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Rapporteur (in English) 
Rapporteur (in French) 

Seventh session - 1956 

Chairman 
Vice-Chairman 
Rapporteur (in English) 
Rapporteur (in French) 

Dr. F. S. Maclean (New Zealand) 
Dr. J. Heng Liu (China) . 
Dr. H. DeLien (United States of America) 

: Colonel R. Augere (France) 

· · · · 
Dr. 
Mr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 

R. H. Bland (United Kingdom) 
Young Kee Kim (Korea) 
J. T. Gunther (Australia) 
A. Simoes de Oarvalho (Portugal) 

Dr. J. Bierdrager (Netherlands) 
: Dr. J. de Paiva Martins (Portugal) 

Dr. M. Kusumoto (Japan) 
Dr. Chao Souvath Saya9'ongs (Laos) 

3 Address by the incoming Chairman 

It is customary for the incoming Chairman to give a brief address to the 
Committee. It is, however, not essential that the address be given at this 
point on the agenda. This may, should the inCOming Chairman wish, be postponed 
to a time later in the session. 

4 Adoption of the provisional agenda (wp/Rc8/1) 

Any question suitable for the agenda which may arise or be sent to the 
Regional Director up to twenty-one days before the opening day of the session 

/will be included ••• 
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will be included in a supplementary agenda which the Committee shall examine 
together with the provisional agenda. Any items arising or submitted later 
shall be included in a supplementary agenda to be presented for adoption at 
the next plenary meeting of the same session, provided that the Committee agrees. 

5 Technical Discussions 

5.1 Designation of Chairman 

The function of the Chairman 1s to guide the general discussions 
along the lines of the agenda, to assist the members to adhere to the schedule 
for discussions, to ensure that all members so desirous are heard, and to 
endeavour to effect a full;and balanced disquisition of the theme chosen. 
Normally the Chai:rmB.n of the Regional Committee designates one of the repre-
sentatives to this office. . 

The Chairmen for the three previous technical discussions were: 

Fifth session - 1954 

Dr. G. Graham-Cumming, Deputy Director of Medical and Health 
Servlces, Hong Kong. The subject of the 1954 Technical Discussions 
was "Public Health Administration with particular reference to the 
Organization of Health Departments". 

Sixth session - 1955 

Dr. C. H. Yen, Commissioner of Provincial Health Administration, 
Taiwan Province, China. The subject of the 1955 Technical Discus
sions was lIDomiciliary Midwifery as an Approach to the People in 
the Development of Rural Health Services". 

Seventh session - 1956 

Dr. T. Gomez, Technical Assistant, Personnel Training, Department 
of Health, Philippines. The subject of the 1956 Technical Discussions 
was ttThe Care of the Child from 1-611

• 

5.2 Acceptance of the Programme for Technical Discussions (wp/RC8/TD2) 

The theme of the Technical Discussions for the eighth session of 
the Committee is: 

LEPROSY CONTROL 

The first session will consist of a conducted tour of the Hay Ling 
Chau Leprosarium. This will be followed by group discussions. 

6 Establishment of the sub-committee on the programme and budget 

The Committee at its seventh session decided that the establishment of a 
sub-committee on programme and budget, consisting of six members, plus the 
Chairman of the Regional COmmittee, should become a routine activity of the 
Commi ttee •. It further recommended that the membership of the sub-committee 
should be rotated among the representatives of the various Members, subject 
to the provision that any representative wishing to do so should be entitled 
to participate. 

/Membership of the ••• 
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China, Japa~,Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, united Kingdom 
(Chairman) and Viet Nam 

Membership of the sub-committee - 1956 

Australia, France, Korea, Laos, Netherlands (Chairman), Portugal 
and the United States of America. 

It is suggested that in addition to studying items 9 and lO, the sub
committee should also consider items 14.1, 14.7 and 14.8, all of which relate 
to financial matters. 

The report of the sUb-committee will be discussed in plenary session. 

7 Acknowledgement by the Chairman of brief reports received from governments 
on the progress of their health activities 

Governments have been asked to submit w.ri tten reports in advance of the 
session. It is important that these reports be received in good time as they 
are to be circulated during the Committee meeting. Written reports are 
requested as it is obviously time-consuming for representatives to make adequate 
reports verbally during open session. The Chairman will make an announcement 
to acknowledge receipt of such reports. 

8 Report of the Regional Director (WP/RC8/2) 

This report, which has been distributed to governments, summarizes the 
work of the Organization in the Western Pacific Region during the period 1 July 
1956 to 30 June 1957. It is thus a complete history of regional activities 
during that time. 

It is important that representatives study this document before the meeting 
as committee members will be asked to give fUll consideration to the Regional 
Director's annual report in open session. 

9 

The revised allocation for regular activities which arose out of the 
decisions of the Tenth World Health Assembly is $327 500 for the Regional 
Office and $782 000 for field activities. Allocations previously reported 
to the seventh session of the Regional Committee are now therefore increased 
by $12 932 for the Regional Office and decreased by $59 008 for field acti
vities, taking into consideration both 1958 basic and supplemental programmes. 
The allocation for the Regional Office takes into consideration adjustments 
resulting from the amendments to the staff rules. It became unnecessary for 
the Tenth World Health Assembly to consider the previously reported supple
mental budget following the resumption of active participation in the work 
of the Organization by several of the previously inactive Members. Document 
WP/RC8/3 summarizes the modifications to the regular programme which have 
taken place since the last meeting of the Committee. The amount of Technical 
Assistance funds for 1958 will depend on decisions to be taken by the Techni
cal Assistance Board in liaison with governments. An addi tienal document 
covering modifications of the Technical Assistance programme taking into 
account all information to hand will be submitted to the meeting. 

flO Proposed progra.rrnne ••• 
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10 for the financial ar 

This document ha.s been established in two parts: Part I, relating to 
projects to be financed from regular funds, which has already been distributed; 
and Part II, relating to projects to be financed from Technical Assistance funds. 

It has not been possible to distribute Part II as a result of procedures 
adopted by the Technical Assistance Board. It was not known within the period 
of time laid down for despatch of documentation whether projects discussed 
between the Regional Office and government representatives had been approved 
by the national co-ordinating bodies for inclusion within the country target 
figures. 

It is envisaged that there will be additional projects requested by 
governments which do not appear in the proposed programme and budget estimates. 
These projects together with those previously requested which could not be 
included in the regular programme form a Supplementary List of Activities and 
will be implemented if savings are accrued. This list will appear as an adden
dum to document WP/RC8/4. 

11 Accommodation for the Regional Office (WP/RC8/5) 

The question of accommodation for the Regional Office was discussed during 
the sixth and seventh sessions of the Committee. Details of the developments 
which have taken place since the last session of the Committee are given in 
document WP/Rc8/5 which will be distributed in Hong Kong. 

12 Malaria eradication (wp/RC8/6) 

This document summarizes the background information on the action taken 
by the World Health Assembly with regard to malaria eradication and the status 
of antimalaria campaigns in the Western Pacific Region. 

13 Resistance of insects to insecticides (WP/RC8/7) 

This document summarizes the developments which have taken place in this 
field since the last meeting of the Committee. 

14 Resolutions of regional interest adopted by the nineteenth and twentieth 
sessions of the Executive Board and the Tenth World Health Assembly 

14.1 

This item has been placed on the agenda at the request of the 
Director-General. The Regional Committee is invited to express its views on 
the various aspects of the proposals of the Government of Canada, as well as 
on any other aspects of the procedures to be followed in the examination of 
the programme and budget. It is suggested that this matter be referred to 
the sub-committee on programme and budget which could then study the matter 
in some detail and submit a report for consideration of the main Committee. 

Copies of the relevant minutes and Official Records No. 76 
will be available during the meeting. 

/14.2 Organizational ••• 
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14.2 Organizational study on regionalization (WHAlO.35, WP/RC8/9) 

This item has been placed on the agenda as a result of the 
resolution adopted by the Tenth World Health Assembly. The Assembly decided 
to defer the study until the Executive Board could reconsider the Whole matter 
after the Eleventh World Health Assembly. The attention of the Committee is, 
however, drawn in particular to paragraph 2 of the resolution dealing with the 
delineation of areas having uniform geographical, sanitary or social character
istics. If the Committee decides that it should undertake such a study, consi
deration might be given to the possibility of establishing a working group for 
this purpose. 

14~3 Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of_WHO (WHA10.42, WP/RC8/l0) 

Following the request of the Tenth World Health Assembly the 
Director-General has communicated with each Member State to find out Whether 
they wish to be on the list of speakers at the Tenth Anniversary Commemorative 
Session. A list of the replies received from Member States in the Region will 
be distributed to representatives during the Regional Committee meeting, so 
as to make possible the consultation provided for in paragraph 5 of the Health 
Assembly resolution. 

14.4 Method of appointing Regional Directors (EB19.R6l, wp/Rc8/ll) 

According to Article 52 of the Constitution "The head of the 
regional office shall be the Regional Director appointed by the Board in agree
ment with the regional committee". 

According to Rule 49 of the Rules of Procedure for the Western 
Pacific Regional Committee "For the nomination of the Director, the Committee, 
at a private meeting, shall establish a list of candidates Whose names shall 
be submitted by secret proposals from representatives at the meeting and 
presented in alphabetical order. The Committee shall then elect its candidate 
by secret ballot ••••• Tho nanc of the pers~n so nominated shall be submitted 
to the Executive Board. 

The suggestion of the Government of New Zealand is that the Executive 
Board should first consiier the possible candidates and, having been assisted by the 
advice of the Director-General, would then nominate one candidate whose name would 
then be referred to the Regional Committee for confirmation. 

The Committee is asked to comment on this matter. 

of Technical Assistance 

The Technical Assistance Committee (TAC) has emphasized that inter
country programmes should be actively supported by the governments concerned and 
backed by a formal request or requests communicated through. the appropriate 
national co-ordinating body. It. is considered, therefore, that as a result of 
the 10 per cent. limitation placed on inter-country projects by the TAC, any 
inter-country programme proposed by one country only in the Region will not have 
much chance of approval. Member Countries will have to ensure, therefore, that 
if they wish to participate in an inter-country programme a request must go for
ward from their national co-ordinating bodies to the Technical Assistance Board. 
A draft resolution is contained in document WP/Rc8/l2 for consideration of the 
Committee. 

/14.6 Relations ••• 
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14.6 Relations with UNICEF (WHAlO.20, WP/RC8/l3) 

This item has been placed on the agenda with a view to informing 
Member Countries of the extension of UNICEF assistance to include grants-in-aid 
to selected schools of medicine and public health to help them begin, or 
strengthen, the teaching of paediatrics and preventive medicine. This aid will 
be limited to countries Where it can be specifically related to UNICEF-assisted 
maternal and child health projects. 

14.7 Local costs under the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 
(EB19.R48, wp/RcB/14) 

During the meeting of tr~ Technical Assistance Committee (TAC) in 
June/July 1957 the question of Member Governments no longer having to contribute 
towards the local costs of international staff was discussed in some detail. 
The matter is now under further study and will be reconsidered again by the TAO 
in the summer of 1958. In view of the possibility that the TAO might perhaps 
accept the position WHO has adopted on the question of local costs - that is, 
that these be borne by the Organization, the Committee may wish to adopt a 
resolution urging the governments in the Region represented on the TAC to support 
that position. The Oo.::lIlli ttee rray nsh. to refer this matter to the . 
sub-committee on programme and budget. 

14.8 E 

This item has been placed on the agenda with a view to obtaining 
the opinion of the Regional Committee on the country programme planning'procedures 
under the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. It is of particular inte
rest to have the views of the Committee on the establishment of agency sub-totals 
within the country target-planning figures. The Committee may wish to refer this 
matter to the sub-committee on programme and budget. 

15 Consideration of the report and recommendations presented by the Technical 
Discussion Group 

Following the practice of World Health Assemblies, the report and recom
mendations of the Teclmical Discussion Group will be presented in plenary session 
for approval and adoption. 

16 Time, place and duration of next two sessions 

The Regional Committee at its seventh session decided that the ninth session 
of the Committee should be held in Manila in 1958. It further accepted the invi
tation of the Government of the Republ~c of China to hold the tenth session in 
China in 1959. No further action is required on this item. 

17 Other business 

18 Adoption of the draft report of the Committee 

The various decisions made and resolutions adopted by the Committee will 
be incorporated into a final report for approval at the last plenary session • 

. 19 Adjournment 


