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The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on 31 January 1968 in conformity with the 
Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation, under the chairmanship of Dr P. D. Martinez, 
Vice-Chairman of the Executive Board, to propose to the Twenty-first World Health Assembly 
a candidate for the award of the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize in 1968. The Committee 
noted the replies received to the Director-General's letter of 8 September 1967 requesting 
nominations, and examined the documentation received in support of the proposed candidates.

The Committee decided not to consider the proposals which arrived after 15 November 1967, 
the closing date given in the Director-General's letter.

The Committee was impressed by the merit of the candidates proposed, the high standard 
of their qualifications and their contribution to medical science and to the alleviation of 
human suffering. It accordingly asked the Director-General when next inviting nominations 
from national health administrations to draw their attention to Article 5 of the Statutes of 
the Léon Bernard Foundation which states that "the same candidate may be submitted on several 
occasions if unsuccessful".

The Committee eventually decided unanimously to recommend to the World Health Assembly 
that the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize be awarded in 1968 to Professor Josef Charvat.

Professor Charvat is at present the Head of the Third Medical Clinic of the Charles 
University in Prague and a member of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences. As a member of 
the State Committee for the Programming of Biomedical research and as a member of the 
Council for Medical Research of the Ministry of Health in Czechoslovakia, he provides 
guidance to many nation-wide public health activities.

Professor Charvat was one of the first, immediately after the Second World War, to 
foresee the importance of cybernetics and the application of mathematical methods in medical 
research and he has stimulated their use in public health practice. Since the beginning of 
his academic career, he has successfully combined research, teaching and clinical medicine 
with practical application in public health. He has actively contributed to the development 
of modern concepts in medical sciences and in several fields of internal medicine, especially 
in endocrinology. He is a regular and honorary member of several national and international 
biological and medical societies.

Professor Charvat has accomplished outstanding services in social medicine and has made 
valuable contributions to international health.


