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My name is Nobutoke Matsuo, President, The National Center for Child Health and 

Development that opened this past March in Tokyo to set new standards for child and maternal health 

care for all of Japan. 

First, I wish to congratulate Dr Omi and his staff at the Western Pacific Regional Office on 

developing Stop TB Project and implementing cost-effective DOTS services to a large population of 

this region. I am particularly appreciative of their leadership and devotion as TB uniquely is 

prevailing in this region and children suffer most seriously, from TB, as exemplified by a life-long 

sequelae of tuberculous meningitis. 

With your kind permission I wish to say a few words, representing International Pediatric 

Association (IPA) which is a worldwide organization joining some 150 national and regional pediatric 

societies and encompassing 500,000 pediatricians from countries all over the world. 

The IP A has undergone a significant transformation over the last year to more effectively 

mobilize its 500,000 pediatricians in support of a global health agenda for children. 

Childhood tuberculosis is one of the five top priority issues of the IP A, and we are very much 

interested in the outcomes of your projects. However, we have to express our concern about whether 

the specific problems of childhood tuberculosis is well addressed in the projects. Tuberculosis has 

traditIOnally been considered a disease of adults. TB in children has been much less appreciated and 

remains a significant cause of childhood morbidity and mortality and an unrecognized reservoir of 

future adult disease. In this context, we believe that a number of important problems such as 

unrecognized infection and disease in children and untreated infection and disease in children need to 
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be addressed. We would be grateful if you will consider articulating our challenge to childhood 

tuberculosis in your future action proposal. 

Thank you so much for your kind attention. 


