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Dr Omi, Regional Director, Ladies and Gentlemen 

On behalf of the World Federation of Chiropractic (WFC) I would like to thank you, Dr Omi, 

and the World Health Organization for this opportunity to present a brief report on the current status 

of the chiropractic profession in the region of the Western Pacific. It is particularly appropriate to 

present such a report this year, the year in which WHO has launched its first-ever global strategy for 

complementary, alternative and traditional medicine (TMlCAM). 

This strategy is contained in the WHO Traditional Medicine Strategy 2002-2005 

(WHOIEDMITRMI2002.1), formally presented and released at the 53'd World Health Assembly in 

Geneva in May. This important and far-reaching new strategy was developed under the leadership of 

Dr Xiaorui Zhang from China, who currently serves as Acting Team Coordinator for Traditional 

Medicine at WHO Headquarters. Important contributions were made by Dr Ken Chen, the 

responsible officer for TMiCAM at the WPRO. Chiropractic, in this new WHO Strategy and 

generally, is seen as the most developed profession within complementary medicine. 

The World Federation of Chiropractic is a non-governmental organization in official relations 

with WHO and a member of the Council for International Organisations of Medical Sciences 

(CIOMS). Its members are national associations offormally qualified chiropractors in 77 countries, 

eight of which are in the Western Pacific Region. These are: Australia, China- Kong Kong Special 

Administrative Region, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea and 

Singapore. 
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There are presently approximately 90 000 duly qualified chiropractors throughout the world, 

only 4 000 of whom practise in the Western Pacific, which is a region with many unqualified persons 

adopting the title chiropractors because of the absence oflegislation to regulate the practice of 

chiropractic in the countries in question. 

The profession is most fully established in the region in Australia and New Zealand. The 

practice of chiropractic is regulated in all Australian states and there are schools of chiropractic in 

three state universities. These offer five-year full time programmes consistent with internationally 

recognized minimum standards of education that form the basis for professional identity and 

regulation in the 29 countries worldwide with chiropractic licensing legislation. 

Other countries in the region in which there is legislation regulating the practice of 

chiropractic are: China, in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and New Zealand. Other 

countries with recognized schools of chiropractic are Japan, New Zealand and the Republic of Korea. 

In Japan and the Republic of Korea the great majority of persons practicing as chiropractors 

have little or no formal chiropractic education, which is plainly unsatisfactory from the points of view 

of patient safety and the public interest. Japan has a history of many chiropractic courses of varying 

duration and quality. During the past decade, under the guidance of the World Federation of 

Chiropractic, its member association in Japan, the Japanese Association of Chiropractors, and the 

Japanese Foundation for Spinal Research, significant progress has been made to resolve this problem. 

Firstly, one programme at the international level has been established in partnership with an 

Australian university, the RMIT Japan Unit School of Chiropractic in Tokyo. Secondly, partnerships 

have been developed between several other Japanese schools and accredited colleges in Australia, 

Canada and the United States. Through these partnerships the Japanese schools are being upgraded to 

the international level, and their former students are completing further study to at least a Bachelor's 

Degree level to ensure clinical competence. 

The profession is small in numbers in Malaysia (15), the Republic of Korea (60) and 

Singapore (12). Qualified chiropractors in these countries, as throughout the region, have mostly 

received their education at colleges in Australia, Europe and North America. 

The WHO Traditional Medicine Strategy 2002-2005 calls for WHO support for countries "to 

integrate TM/CAM with national health care systems". A primary specific objective is "to promote 

the safety, efficacy and quality ofTMICAM by expanding the knowledge base on TMiCAM and by 

providing guidance on regulatory and quality assurance standards." (WHO/EDMlTRMl2002.1, page 

43) The World Federation of Chiropractic is assisting WHO in the implementation of this strategy 
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with respect to chiropractic services and hereby offers to assist member nations in the region of the 

Western Pacific on a direct basis as may be requested. 

I wish to close by congratulating Dr Omi and his staff for the continuing excellent work of the 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific and thanking the World Health Organization and those 

present for the opportunity to make these remarks. 


