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Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates: 

I am Reynaldo Umali, General Secretary of the Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum ofFIP, based 
in Manila, the Philippines and in consultation with WHO WPRO. 

The Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum of the International Pharmacy Federation, is the body that represents FIP in the 
Western Pacific Region. The President, Mr John Ware from Australia, on behalf of the Forum ofFIP wishes to convey to 
WHO, through Dr Omi, its regrets and condolences on the untimely death of Dr Lee Jong Wook, Director-General. On 
behalf of the pharmaceutical associations of the Western Pacific Region we would like to convey to you our recognition of 
the great contribution that Dr Lee made in the time of his leadership of the World Health Organisation. 

The President of the Forum, Mr John Ware, and his Vice-President, Mr Nobuo Yamamoto together with medical, nursing 
and dental colleagues representing many countries in the Western Pacific Region, were present in May at the meeting of the 
World Health Professions Alliance held immediately prior to the World Health Assembly On 20 and 21 May 2006. The 
meeting addressed three principal items -

~ patient safety and building a blame-free responsible healthcare environment 
~ combatting counterfeit medicines and materials that would enhance patient safety in this regard 
~ the session aimed at tearning up for better health 

The Forum, together with FIP, is working towards holding a similar regional meeting and we would 
look forward to the help and encouragement of the Western Pacific Regional office of WHO. On 
behalf of FIP, we have been very active throughout the year and following discussions with WHO 
technical officers in Manila, we have instituted plans in support of the regional strategy for essential 
medicines in both practice and academic areas. The regional Forum ofFIP has always worked to 
increase the standards of pharmacy practice in the region following the WHOIFIP Guidelines for 
Good Pharmacy Practice. 

To this end, we held a meeting in Singapore in June with representatives from Vietnam, Mongolia, 
Malaysia and the Philippines to discuss a program of intensive action to increase the standards of 
pharmacy practice in individual countries. Mongolia and Vietnam were identified after discussion 
with their delegations to have both a need and all the pre-requisites for such a program. Both 
countries had representation from Departments of Health, Presidents of their professional pharmacy 
association and the heads of the pharmacy faculty at the universities of those countries. The 
conditions to develop such a large program requires the active support ofthese three groups. 
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The funding for the program is contributed by the development and research foundation of the 
International Pharmacy Federation. 

The FIP Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum was delighted to note that the Department of Health 
of Vietnam has already developed a plan to increase and improve the standards of pharmacy practice 
in that country. The regional Forum ofFIP will be happy to support this program, where possible, in 
support of the program identified by the government of Vietnam. The Forum will do its utmost to add 
support to the Western Pacific Regional office technical staff in any activities that they may have 
related to the good pharmacy practice development program in these countries. 

The Forum is very much aware of the problems relating to the supply of medicines in Mongolia and 
will do all in its power to identify funding that can serve both countries. FIP, in the last year, has 
instigated similar programs in the SEARO region in Thailand and in the Americas region under Paho 
in Uruguay which are proving to be most successful. We will keep WHO Western Pacific Region 
posted on all activities undertaken in this area as we need your support and encouragement to proceed. 
The Forum continues to organise programs in support of pharmacists against tobacco, avian influenza 
and counterfeit medicines. 

We have an ongoing program across the whole of the region encouraging consumers to ask questions 
about the medicines they take. This is to support the quality use of medicines within the essential 
drugs program. The Forum has distributed two editions, one in January and an updated version in 
June, on a fact sheet relating to Avian Influenza in which we sought input from WHO. The purpose 
of this document is to enable pharmacists in the Western Pacific Region to bring simple factual 
information to members of the public relating to Avian Influenza. 

We have also prepared fact sheets relating to counterfeit medicines and have distributed to and 
through all the pharmaceutical organisations in the Western Pacific Region. Some outstanding 
projects have been undertaken and particular mention should be made of one in Korea. The Forum 
and FIP will do all it can to bring patients and consumers attention to this rapidly growing problem 
which is even seen in the most developed countries in our region because of sales of medicines by the 
internet. 

The Forum wishes to support all of the Western Pacific Region, policies relating to public healthcare 
and the essential medicines program and I can assure you, will do everything it can to ensure 
promotion of the health initiatives of our region. 

Thank you for your attention. 


