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I . SUBJECT

In accordance with resolution WHAIO.J^1 of the Tenth World Health Assembly
2the Executive Board at its thirty-sixth session decided, by resolution EBJó.Rll 

that the subject to be discussed during the Twentieth Assembly would be "The 
challenge to public health of urbanization".

II. GENERAL CHAIRMAN

The General Chairman of the Technical Discussions will be Professor Pavel 
Macuch, First Vice-Minister of Health, Czechoslovakia, nominated by the President 
of the Nineteenth Assembly and appointed by the Executive Board (resolution EBj59 .R33 ) .̂

III. PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

During 1956, a preliminary document in the form of a suggested outline for use 
by countries in discussing the subject was prepared and forwarded by the Director- 
General to Members and Associate Members (C.L.24.1966 dated 22 August I966). It was 
also sent to a number of non-governmental organizations in official relations with 
WHO. The summary reports which had been received by 15 February 1967 were used in 
the preparation of a "Background Document" (A20/Technical Discussions/l) which was 
sent in March 1967 to Member States, Associate Members and to intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations in official relations with WHO. This document is 
designed to serve as a basis for group discussions at the Technical Discussions during 
the Twentieth World Health Assembly.

^ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th éd., p. 2J0 
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p . 231 
5 Off., Rec. WId Hlth Org., 157/ 19
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Mr Charles L. Senn, Environmental Sanitation Consultant of Los Angeles County 
Health Department, and Dr Thomas Ferguson, Emeritus Professor of Public Health, 
University of Glasgow, were the consultants for the preparation of the above-mentioned 
document.

TV. PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK

As has already been announced in the preliminary number of the Journal of the 
Assembly, sent to Members on 10 April 1967 is proposed, subject to the approval of 
the Assembly, that the Technical Discussions take place on Friday, 12 May and Saturday 
morning, 13 May, the closing plenary session to be held at the end of the second week 
or during the third week at a date to be fixed by the General Committee of the Assembly.

The programme of work for Friday and Saturday 12 and 13 May, would be as follows:

Friday, 12 May 19б7

9.00 - 10.00 OPENING PLENARY MEETING

Room XII 1. Opening of the meeting by the General Chairman

2. Separation into discussion groups

3. Coffee break

10.00 - I2.3O First session of discussion groups

(Please note: the various discussion groups will meet at the same 
time in meeting rooms as designated below. Although it is not 
possible to provide all groups with interpretation, every effort 
will be made to reduce to a minimum the problems raised by this 
question. An appropriate assignment of delegates, representatives 
and interested individuals to the various groups, primarily accord
ing to their linguistic abilities (see under Registration below) 
will probably help to solve this problem.)

Group 1: Room XVI Simultaneous interpretation from and into
English, French, Russian and Spanish

Group 2: Room XII Simultaneous interpretation from and into
English, French and Russian

Group 3: Room XI Simultaneous interpretation from and into
English, French and Spanish
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Group 4: Room XIV Simultaneous interpretation from and into
English and French

Group 5: Room H3 Simultaneous interpretation from and into
English and French

Group 6: Room F3 Simultaneous interpretation from and into
English and French

Group 7: Room X French. No interpretation

Group 8: Room A .662 English. No interpretation

2.00 5.ЗО Continuation of discussion groups

Saturday, 13 May 1967

10.00 - 12.30 Joint session of the groups

Room XII

V. REGISTRATION

Those delegates, alternates or advisers, as well as representatives of invited 
organizations, wishing to take part in the Technical Discussions are invited to complete 
the attached registration form, which should be handed in at the office for Technical 
Discussions, Room A.271, telephone No. 4279 or at the Inquiry Office in the hall between 
doors 13 and 15, before 2.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 9 May. Additional registration forms 
will be available at both places.

For the reasons mentioned in Section IV above, the working languages will play an 
important role in the constitution of the various discussion groups. Therefore, it 
would be highly appreciated if delegates and representatives Of. invited organizations 
would pay particular attention to the questions concerning use of working languages 
mentioned in the registration form attached.

In assigning participants to groups an endeavour will be made to represent a 
variety of backgrounds in each group and thus promote discussion and exchange of views 
on as broad a basis as possible.
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VI. LITERATURE

Copies of summary reports on discussions held in countries, transmitted to the 
Director-General by government health authorities may be consulted during the Health 
Assembly in Room A.275 on the 2nd floor of the Palais des Nations near the Assembly 
block. A collection of relevant WHO publications on public health and on environmental 
health will be displayed in the discussion rooms.

In addition, all publications listed in document A20/Technical Discussions/4, 
Bibliography, may be consulted in the WHO Library, WHO Building.

VII. INFORMATION ' . \

Further information can be obtained at the office for Technical Discussions,
Room A.271, telephone Palais des Nations, extension 4279*

VIII. TOPICS FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION

The following agenda (A20/Technical Discussions/5, 13 April I967) is suggested for 
the group discussions:

I. Nature, appraisal and evaluation of urbanization problems

How do health administrations appraise and evaluate their'urbanization

What elements are considered; what data are used; what special surveys are 
suggested?

II. Staff and resources available and utilized

What staff and resources are available and utilized for determination of the 
steps to cope with urbanization?

Place of the public health engineer; health planner; health administrator; 
availability of consultants from international or bilateral agencies, 
universities and other governmental agencies. .
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III. Programmes to reduce rate of urbanization

What steps can the health administrations take in programmes to reduce the 
rate of urbanization?

Should health administrations support efforts to limit the size of the 
largest cities, to improve rural and village conditions, to create new towns 
and satellite communities, and to decongest large cities?

IV. Planning and programmes to prevent and correct ill effects of urbanization

What types of projects are most effective in preventing and correcting the ill 
effects of urbanization?

Community water supply projects; community waste disposal projects; improved 
general and environmental health services including health education, food, 
milk, housing, pollution control, urban renewal.

V. Collaboration and participation of health administrations in national, 
regional and metropolitan planning and programme execution

How do health administrations promote collaboration with other administrations 
enfl-government leaders to implement plans, programmes and financial arrange
ments that produce the greatest results commensurate with available resources?

What type of staff members should be available to participate? At what levels 
of government; national, regional and local? How is official participation 
by the health administration in physical, economic and social planning 
establi shed?

VI. Training and preparation of staff for their urbanization function

What procedures are used to prepare and train health administrators, public 
health engineers and the staff in general, to perform their planning, co-ordina
ting, educating and day by day functions to aid most in reducing the health 
impact of urbanization?

VII. Assistance available through international and other resources

What WHO programmes and assistance are available?

What additional programmes and assistance may be suggested with a realistic 
viewpoint on financial limitations?

What other international or bilateral programmes are available?
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TWENTIETH WORID HEALTH ASSEMBLY VINGTIEME ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE DE LA SANTE
Technical Discussions on tne 
challenge to public health of 
urbanization

Discussions techniques sur les problèmes 
de santé publique posés par l'urbanisa
tion

REGISTRATION FORM - FORMULE D ’INSCRIPTION

I wish to participate in the Technical Discussions:
Je désire prendre part aux Discussions techniques:

Family name (Surname) First name Professor, Dr, Mr, Mrs, Miss
Norn de famille Prénom usuel Professeur, Dr, М., Mme, Mlle

(underline the name(s) by which you are commonly addressed) 
(souligner le(s) par le(s)quel(s) vous êtes habituellement désigné)

Home country:
Pays : ________________________________________________

Member of delegation of (country):
Membre de la délégation de (pays): _________________ _____________

or/ou
Representative of (organization):
Représentant de (organisation): ___________________ ______________

or/ou
Other:
Autre :

Language preference: 
Langues préférées: 1st choice 

1er choix
2nd choice 
2ème choix

English/Anglais
T

French/Français

Spanisn/Espagnol
r~: Russian/Russe

Please return this form to the Inquiries Office in the hall between doors 13 
and 15 or the office for Technical Discussions, Room A.271 on Wednesday, 10 May 1967,
at 2 p.m.

Veuillez retourner cette formule soit au Bureau de Renseignements (dans le 
hall entre les portes 13 et 15) soit au Bureau des Discussions techniques (Bureau 
A.271) avant le mercredi 10 mai, à 14.00 heures.


