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Mr Chairman, Regional Director, Dr Shin, distinguished representatives of countries in the 
Western Pacific Region. 
 
The Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum, following its establishment in 2001 is the regional arm of 
the International Pharmaceutical Federation, an NGO in official relations with WHO.  The Forum 
created a clear vision by focusing on pharmacist’s education as a foundation for the establishment of 
good pharmacy practice and good manufacturing practice principles in all the countries of our Region. 
 
In relation to practice, we have encouraged support of the division of prescribing and dispensing of 
medicines in our Region.  This programme should ensure better economic and health outcomes for all 
patients. 
 
Following an international consultation on hospital pharmacy standards, we have worked very 
strongly to encourage the acceptance and spread of the agreed international standards for hospital 
practice.  This programme is moving forward rapidly under the direction of Mr Jonathan Penm and 
Dr Rebekah Moles, University of Sydney, Australia. 
 
The Forum is also extremely concerned at the increasing trend in relation to counterfeit medicines and 
to spread of antibiotic resistance. 
 
The Forum recognises very clearly these three issues as important to the Western Pacific Region and 
they will be used as a guide for our future direction and actions – 
 

• there is an increasing globalisation of healthcare; 
• healthcare is becoming more and more patient focused; and 
• the gap in healthcare services between developing and developed countries needs to be 

urgently addressed. 
 
We wish to draw your attention to an extremely urgent matter relating to supply of essential 
medicines. 
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At the meeting of the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) in Hyderabad, India recently, a 
very real and emerging global problem became evident.  Many countries are experiencing shortages 
of critical prescription medicines.  These are common very simple medicines in many instances that 
are giving rise to the disruption of treatments in conditions such as epilepsy, diabetes, cancer and 
infectious diseases, resulting in patients receiving less effective care or sometimes, none at all.  Two 
very common medicines in this category are phenytoin for epilepsy and penicillin.  There may be 
many causes of these shortages such as manufacturing problems, shortages of raw materials, evolving 
regulatory practices and changing market incentives.  The Western Pacific Pharmaceutical Forum, 
together with the Council of the International Pharmaceutical Federation calls on all stakeholders, 
governments, pharmaceutical manufacturers, pharmacy wholesalers, medicine insurance plans and 
pharmaceutical regulators and the pharmacy and medical professions to urgently evaluate these issues 
in your countries and work to ensure continuity of medication supply so that appropriate treatment of 
patients can be initiated and maintained. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

 

 


