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Among the regions of the world, the Western Pacific is most vulnerable to the ill effects of disasters, 
both because of geography and socioeconomic condition.  For the past year, we have witnessed how a 
tsunami wiped out northeastern Japan and massive floods buried Brisbane in Australia.  Even the hall 
of the WHO Western Pacific Regional Office in Manila was inundated after a typhoon two years ago.  
The perennial threat of disasters is even intensified by global climate change, which a 2009 Lancet 
report described as 'the biggest global health threat of the 21st century'. 

We in IFMSA are committed to champion this regional battle against disasters and climate change.  
And we believe that the health sector's best contribution to this cause is through strengthening national 
capacity and resilience of health systems in managing emergencies.  IFMSA is a unique network of 
106 medical students' associations from 99 countries, representing over 1.2 million medical students 
worldwide, and therefore we have the capability to spread knowledge about the health sectors' 
response to disasters to our future medical doctors. 

Every year since 2005, the Asia-Pacific Region of the IFMSA holds a regional training called 
ACTION, an acronym for Asian Collaborative Training on Infectious Disease Outbreaks, Natural 
Disasters, and Refugee Management.  Member countries rotate in the hosting of this annual training, 
participated in by around 50 medical students from all over Asia-Pacific.  The WHO Western Pacific 
Regional Office Department of Emergency Humanitarian Action even provided us with resource 
speakers and educational materials during the two ACTION trainings held here in Manila in 2008 and 
last year 2010.  This regional training is our little contribution to equipping a new generation of 
doctors who are ready to respond to communities in times of disaster. 

Building on the success of ACTION, we ask Member States to involve medical students in 
programme and activities pertaining to national health emergency and disaster management.  Such 
initiatives will enable the transfer of knowledge and skills that are necessary in sustaining strong 
capacity and resilience of health systems in facing disasters. 

Furthermore, we call on Member States to push universities to incorporate disaster management in the 
training of medical students and other health professionals.  Such training should not be limited to 
provision of medical care to disaster victims, but also participation in all stages of the disaster cycle – 
from preparation and mitigation to response and rehabilitation. 
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Medical students are one with WHO and the Member States in making real action towards a healthier, 
safer, and more resilient Western Pacific. 

 


