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Dr Shin, Honourable Ministers of Health, distinguished colleagues and guests: I am delighted to 
represent Rotary International at this meeting where you are discussing progress and collaboration on 
the many public health challenges we face as a regional community. I would like to take a moment to 
highlight a success story that offers hope and inspiration for us to continue to face the many complex 
public health demands of our countries. 

This year, the countries of the Western Pacific Region celebrate a decade free from polio. Ten years 
without a single child among the billions who live in this region needlessly suffering a fate of a life 
crippled by a disease that once claimed thousands every year. 

Some of you in this room may remember the difficult work entailed in this accomplishment. For those 
of you who are younger and earlier in your career, perhaps you have only read about polio in a 
textbook and have, fortunately, never had the heavy task of telling a mother and father that their child 
will be forever crippled by a disease that could have been prevented through the simple, painless act 
of immunization. 

You are fortunate. Your colleagues in neighbouring Southeast Asian countries, the Eastern and 
Mediterranean Region, and Africa, are still working to eliminate this dread disease. As the Western 
Pacific Region celebrates a decade free from polio, your colleagues in the European Region are facing 
an outbreak of polio that accounts for 70% of the global burden of polio for 2010. 

While this outbreak is being rapidly controlled and polio again will be eradicated from the region, it is 
a tragic and painful reminder that no child is safe until polio has been completely eradicated. I urge 
you to remain vigilant, to not be lulled into a false sense of security. As a region we must maintain 
high levels of acute flaccid paralysis surveillance and ensure that our children continue to be routinely 
immunized against polio. 

In addition, we must help our brothers and sisters in the remaining polio affected countries. It has 
taken global collaboration and an investment of more than US$8 billion to bring us to the point where 
only four countries have never stopped transmission of wild polio. Polio has been defeated even in the 
most challenging places, and progress in the remaining polio endemic countries of Afghanistan, India, 
Nigeria, and Pakistan inspires confidence that we can finish the job. We must continue to work 
together to ensure these countries, and those suffering from outbreaks, have the resources needed to 
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conquer polio once and for all since this accomplishment will benefit all children, everywhere, in 
perpetuity. 

As a Rotarian, I am one of more than 1.2 million men and women in clubs around the world who are 
committed to freeing every child in every region from this crippling disease. We have provided more 
than US$900 million and countless hours of volunteer service toward this goal. We were proud to 
have contributed US$36 million to support polio eradication activities in the countries of the Western 
Pacific region. 

I congratulate you on the accomplishment of a decade free from polio. Please be assured that 
Rotarians in this region and around the world are committed to protecting this accomplishment, and to 
expanding it so that we fulfil the promise of a polio free world for all children. 

Thank you. 
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