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Mr Chairman, Director-General, Regional Directors, ladies and gentlemen. 

The Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) wishes to commend the World Health 
Organization WPRO office for the progress made on the Prevention and Control of Non
Communicable Diseases. Yet, despite this progress, the enormous social and economic burden that 
these diseases place on the Western Pacific Region is still largely ignored. 

The World Health Organization estimates that 8 million people die prematurely in Low- and Middle
Income Countries (LMlCs) from NCDs every year. The World Economic Forum has identified NCDs 
as the second most severe threat to the global economy in terms of likelihood and potential economic 
loss. A recent survey by the Centre for Global Development showed that less than 1 % of the US$22 
billion spent on health by international aid agencies in LMICs is spent on NCDs. The Millennium 
Development Goals state that health is critical to the economic, political and social development of all 
countries, yet they contain no goals or targets for NCDs, the largest burden of disease in LMCs. 
NCDs have overtaken communicable diseases as the leading health burden in the Western Pacific 
Region. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we now have a unique window of opportunity. For the first time ever, the 
United Nations General Assembly will hold a (NCD) High Level Meeting involving Heads of State, 
in September 2011, to address the threat posed by NCDs to low- and middle income countries. They 
will discuss solutions to the growing danger posed by NCDs, and agree what action needs to be taken. 

We are now one step closer to dealing with a global health emergency that disproportionately affects 
the poor and to preventing millions of unnecessary deaths each year. Our specific asks for the UN 
High Level Meeting is an Outcome Statement which leads to the following outcomes: 

1. Governments to be accountable and measured on NCD plans 
2. Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) to be fully implemented 
3. A global commitment to prevent the preventable 
4. Globally agreed approaches to NCD treatment and care 
5. Resources to deliver NCD interventions 
6. NCDs in the MDG successor goals 
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Integrating the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases into the national and global 
development agendas is not only achievable; it is also a priority for developing countries. An effective 
global approach demands integrated and horizontal strengthening of health systems vigorously 
supported by international donors. 

At a global, regional and country level, we are fully committed to, and already actively engaged in, 
the implementation of the WHO Global Strategy and its Action Plan. We ask for your political 
commitment at the High Level Meeting. We as civil society together with strong leadership from the 
WHO and its Member States, we can make significant progress in curtailing this epidemic. 

Now is the time to act. 
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