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Honourable Chairperson 

May I, on behalf of my colleagues in the International Council for Control of Iodine 
Deficiency Disorders (ICCIDD) first of all thank the Regional Director for extending an invitation to 
attend this session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific. 

The ICCIDD was established in a historic meeting in Kathmandu, Nepal in 1986.  ICCIDD 
has been a regular participant in the Annual World Health Assembly (WHA), since 1994.  ICCIDD is 
also one of the member NGOs of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health Global 
Forum.  We strive to ensure that every pregnant, lactating and child-bearing age woman, as well as 
every child, has access to optimal iodine to allow full realization of their individual mental and 
physical development potential across the globe.  ICCIDD advocates with governments, citizens, and 
development agencies at national, regional and global level for a strong and sustained commitment to 
optimal iodine nutrition and a world virtually free from iodine deficiency disorders. 

In partnership with iodised salt producers, national governments, civil society organizations 
and bilateral international agencies, the efforts of ICCIDD has led to an increase in global household 
coverage of iodised salt from 20% to over 70% over the last quarter of century.  But still Iodine 
Deficiency Disorders (IDD) continues to be the single most important cause of preventable brain 
damage globally.  A significant proportion—30% of the world population does not have access to 
iodised salt. 

Currently around 246 million school-aged children have an adequate iodine intake.  In the 
Western Pacific Region (WPRO), 19.8% or 33.9 million children are iodine deficient.  The number of 
pregnant women who are iodine deficient is unknown.  The number of pregnant women who are 
iodine deficient is unknown.  Within this region, the majority of countries have not made a 
commitment to Universal Salt Iodisation. 

National data on the prevalence of iodine deficiency remains inadequate, particularly in 
Pacific Island countries that have long been overlooked because of the erroneous view that iodine 
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deficiency is not a problem in countries with ready access to the oceans and seafood.  ICCIDD is 
working closely with the WHO/WPRO to obtain data on IDD in these countries. 

ICCIDD Asia Pacific region has maintained support for a Regional Iodine Laboratory to 
provide a resource for countries in the region.  Year 2011 marked the successful completion of 10 
years of the EQUIP (Ensuring the Qualify of Urinary Iodine Procedures) Program. 

ICCIDD in collaboration with UNICEF and the WHO/WPRO regional office of nutrition is 
currently working with representative of the Government of Vietnam to verse the re-emergence of 
widespread iodine deficiency in this country. 

The lessons learnt from the more successful countries are: 
(1) Gather data and keep up-to-date records on iodine deficiency in every country 
(2) Implement legislation underpinning USI 
(3) Maintain monitoring activities and report them widely to demonstrate not only progress 

where problems are being encountered 
(4) Maintain constant public information on the problems of iodine deficiency and the 

dangers of absence of iodine 
(5) Sustain high level national political commitment to elimination of iodine deficiency. 

IDD remains the commonest global cause of preventable brain damage and loss of 
intelligence.  Despite significant gains over the past two decades we need to increase our commitment 
to its eradication from our people and ensure future generations inherit the most basic of all human 
rights—the right to normal brain development and all that ensues from that. 


