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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN PAYMENT OP THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT 
WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Fourth Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board

The Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board requested the Director-General 

to communicate to the Members concerned the recommendation which the Committee 

was making to the World Health Assembly on Members in arrears in payment of their 

contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution.

In response to the communication sent by the Director-General, the attached 

cable has been received from the Government of Ecuador.
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quito-ecuador 98 Ю 1640 Translation from Spanish

Dr Candau, Director-General, World Health Organization 

Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva

Reference your cable 195^ am remitting through diplomatic channels in the 

usual manner two payments of one thousand six hundred and forty dollars ninety-seven 

cents each STOP In future we shall continue remitting the same amount monthly STOP 

Next July we shall make a contribution of twenty-five thousand dollars STOP As these 

payments will definitely be made I beg you to exert your valuable influence so that 

right of vote of Ecuador is not suspended during the Twentieth World Health 

Assembly STOP I thank you in advance STOP Yours faithfully,

minpresocial ecuador 

Dr Marcos Suescum Guerrero
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Fourth Report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board

1. At its thirty-ninth session, the Executive Board, in resolution ЕВ39«Н̂ 9>̂  

established an Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Dr J. Watt, Dr K. N. Rao and
2

Dr A. R. M. Al-Adwani. The Committee, in accordance with resolution EB39«Rl8, 

was to "consider the difficulties of those Members remaining in arrears in the 

payment of their contributions t-о an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the 

Constitution at that time and to submit to the Twentieth World Health Assembly on 

behalf of the Board such recommendations as it deems desirable".

2. The Committee met on 8 and 9 May in the Palais des Nations. Dr J. Watt was 

elected Chairman.

3. The Committee considered a report from the Director-General on this subject

which is contained in the annex to this document. The Committee noted that,.
2

following the adoption of resolution EB39»Rl8 by the Board, the Director-General 

had communicated this resolution to the Members concerned, informing them of the 

Board's action, urging payment of their outstanding arrears before the opening of 

the Twentieth World Health Assembly or, if this was not possible, inviting them to 

forward any information they might wish to have brought to the attention of the 

Committee. Further communications had been sent by the Director-General and 

personal contacts had also been made with the Members concerned by the Director- 

General or his representatives,

1 Off- Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 157. 26.

2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 157, 12.
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4. The Committee was informed that, at the time of its meeting, the arrears of 

Ecuador and Uruguay were such that, in accordance with resolution WHA8.13,'1' Article 7 

of the Constitution might be invoked. The Committee noted that a further payment 

had been received from Ecuador on 1 May 1967. The Committee also noted that while 

payments had been received from both Members since the closure of the Nineteenth 

World Health Assembly, these payments had not sufficiently reduced their arrears to 

avoid application of the provisions of resolution WHA8.13. 1

5 . The Committee noted that the Assembly was required to consider this question 

in accordance with paragraph (2) of resolution WHA8 .131 which reads as follows:

"RESOLVES that, if a Member is in arrears in the payment of its 
financial contributions to the Organization in an amount which equals 
or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding 
two full years at the time of the opening of the World Health Assembly 
in any future year, the Assembly shall consider, in accordance with 
Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the right of vote of 
such a Member shall be suspended;"

6. The Committee believes that in order to avoid application of this decision the 

Members concerned must either pay their arrears or make some definitive arrangements 

for payment. In this connexion the Committee noted that no replies had been 

received from either Member to the Director-General's communications mentioned in 

paragraph 3 above. As a result the Committee was not aware of the circumstances 

which had prevented Ecuador and Uruguay from making payment of their outstanding 

arrears.

7. In the circumstances, the Committee, on behalf of the Executive Board, recommends 

that, if payments are not received or definite arrangements for payment communicated 

to the Health Assembly prior to Monday, 15 May 1967, the Assembly adopt the following 
resolution:

"The Twentieth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the reports of the Executive Board and its Ad Hoc 

Committee on Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an 

extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution;

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., 298.
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Noting that are in arrears to the extent that it is

necessary for the Assembly to consider, in accordance with the provisions of 

Article 7 of the Constitution and the provisions of paragraph 2 of resolution 

WHA8.13, whether or not their right to vote should be suspended at the Twentieth 

World Health Assembly;

Recalling the provisions of resolutions WHA16.20, WHA18.21 and WHA19.29;

and

Believing that the Members concerned have had sufficient time in which to 

liquidate their arrears,

DECIDES to suspend the voting rights of 

at the Twentieth World Health Assembly.”

8. The names of the Members concerned would be inserted in the above resolution 

at the time the Twentieth World Health Assembly deals with this agenda item.

9. The Committee requested the Director-General to communicate this recommendation 

by cable to the Members concerned and to provide copies of the cables to their 

Delegations to the Twentieth World Health Assembly. The Committee expresses the 

hope that the Members concerned will find it possible either to meet their obli

gations or communicate definitive arrangements for the payment of their arrears 

before 15 May 1967, thus making it unnecessary for the above resolution to be 
considered.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Thirty-ninth Session 

Ad Hoc Committee

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN 
EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Report by the Director-General

1. At the time this document was prepared there were two Members whose arrears 

were such that, in accordance with paragraph 2 of resolution WHA8.13,^ Article 7 

of the Constitution might be invoked. The Members and their arrears are shown in 

the following table:

Arrears

Member
1964 I965 1966 Total
USÿ US$ us$ US$

Ecuador 2 837* 19 700 21 76O 44 297
Uruguay 22 673* 39 390 39 170 101 233
*
Balance of contribution.

2. The Executive Board, at its thirty-ninth session, after discussion of the
2

arrears, adopted resolution EB39-R18. As requested, the Director-General communi

cated this resolution to the Members concerned, urging them to arrange payment of 

their arrears or, if they were unable to do so before the opening of the Twentieth 

World Health Assembly, to provide a statement of their intentions of payment for 

presentation to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board. Further communications 

have been sent by the Director-General and personal contacts made by the Director- 

General or his representatives. A further payment from Ecuador, in the amount of 

US$ 1641, was received on 1 May 1967-

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 298.

2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 157, p. 12-13.
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3. The following payments have been received from the two Members since the closure 

of the Nineteenth World Health Assembly.

3.1 Ecuador

Date

13 October I966 
1 May 1967

Total US $

3 .2 Uruguay

Date

28 June 1966 

27 July 1966

Total US $

Amount
US$

6 564 

1 641

8 205

Amount
US$

12 OO7 

42 108

5̂  II5

Representing

Part 1964 contribution 
Part 1964 contribution

Representing

Balance 1962 contribution 
Part 1963 contribution
Balance I963 contribution 
Part 1964 contribution

4. No communication has been received from either Ecuador or Uruguay since the 

thirty-ninth session of the Executive Board concerning any difficulties which they are

encounter.iris in the payment of their arrears.. The last such communication received 

from Uruguay is reproduced i:i Qf.ricial Records N0» 151* Annex 4, part 3* pages 38-39»

5 . The Ad Hoc Committee will need to consider what recommendations it wishes to 

make, on behalf of the Executive Board, to the Twentieth World Health Assembly.

Among other possibilities, the Committee could recommend that the voting rights of 

these Members be suspended unless additional payments or satisfactory reasons for 

the non-payment are received prior to the time this item is dealt with by the Health 

Assembly or that these Members be given additional time in which to make payment of 

their arrears while retaining their voting rights at the Twentieth World Health 

Assembly.


