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Progress Report on World Health Foundations

1. Introduction and background

1.1 As far back as 19^9 the World Health Assembly and the Executive Board recog

nized that, in order to meet the vast health needs of the world, considerable' 

Supplementary means over and above the WHO regular budget would be required. The 

Director-General of WHO was, therefore, requested to study ways and means of 

encouraging voluntary contributions, since Article 57 of the WHO Constitution 

envisaged the possibility for the Organization to receive sUch contributions.

1.2 In carrying out this assignment it became apparent that the tapping of non

governmental sources required specially created instruments and methods. The studies 

carried out indicated that Foundations established in individual countries as inde

pendent, benevolent organizations could be the most appropriate manner to encourage 

voluntary côfttributions for international health work and to foster among the public, 
industry, commerce and organized voluntary action, the fundamental objective of the 

World Health Organization.

1 .3 The establishment and functioning of World Health Foundations have been 

considered by the Executive Board since its thirty-fifth session, and by the

Nineteenth and Twentieth World Health Assemblies. The Executive Board in its
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resolutions EB35.R19, EB36.R17, EB39-R3^_ and the World Health Assembly in its

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th éd., p- 330.
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resolutions WHA18.31 and WHA19-20 approved the concept of World Health Foundations, 

welcomed the developments achieved, and requested the Director-General to take such 

further action as would encourage the development of national World Health Foundations 

in various countries.

2. Report of progress

2.1 Since the report on World Health Foundations submitted to the Nineteenth
3

World Health Assembly, World Health Foundations have been established in Canada and 

Switzerland. Therefore, at the time of preparing this report, Foundations exist in 

Canada, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the United States of America. In Peru 

the application for the incorporation of the Peruvian World Health Foundation has been 

submitted to the Government for its approval. Action has been initiated in several 

other countries to establish World Health Foundations.

2.2 On 3 January 1967 the Federation of World Health Foundations was established 
under Swiss law by the World Health Foundations of Canada, the United Kingdom and the 

United States of America; the Swiss Foundation joined the Federation on 6 April 1967* 
Membership of the Federation is reserved to the national World Health Foundations which 

have entered into an agreement with WHO. The Federation is a non-profit organization 

with the objective of contributing to the attainment by all peoples of the highest 

possible level of health. The headquarters of the Federation is in Geneva, 

Switzerland.

2.3 Upon application by the Federation, the W. K. Kellogg Foundation In the United 

States of America has approved a three-year grant of US$ 4l8 200 to the Federation

for its developmental period. With these funds the Federation is enabled to establish 

its secretariat and commence its planned operations.

* Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 330.

2 Off - Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 151, 9-Ю.
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2.4 The first General Assembly of the Federation of World Health Foundations was held 

in Geneva on 11 and 12 April 1967, and was followed by the first session of the Council, 

which met on 12 April. The two organs of the Federation took decisions on a number

of policy questions, and on various organizational and financial matters.

2.5 The Federation has requested the World Health Organization to serve as Fiscal 

Agent for the Federation. In its capacity of Fiscal Agent, the World Health 

Organization would operate a Special Account upon instructions issued by the designated 

authorities of the Federation. A service fee of 11 per cent, of the annual budget 

estimates of the Federation, as approved by its General Assembly, would be paid over

to the World Health Organization for all of its services. This lump sum, which would 

amount to some $ 46 000 over the three-year period, is intended to cover all of the 

expenses involved in connexion with the services which WHO would perform as Fiscal 

Agent, including the cost of the small amount of office space required, and provision 

of such conference facilities as are needed by the Federation for sessions of its 

General Assembly and Council.

3. Conclusion

3.1 Encouraging progress has been made during the last year in the establishment of 

World Health Foundations as instruments to organize voluntary support for world 

health.

3.2 The establishment of the Federation of World Health Foundations and the provision 

of funds to ensure its operations for three years will, no doubt, favourably influence 

the development of the World Health Foundations and their objectives. Amongst the 

primary functions of the Federation are the promotion and establishment of Foundations, 

the co-ordination of their interests and activities, and the maintenance of liaison 

between them and WHO. It will also provide for the training of national executive 

directors, advise Foundations on fund-raising operations, etc.



3*3 It is in the interest of WHO to facilitate the functioning of the World Health 

Foundations and the Federation of World Health Foundations. By acting as Fiscal 

Agent of the Federation the Organization will make it possible for the Federation to 

concentrate immediately on its important task. At the same time the World Health 

Organization, as explained above in paragraph 2.5, will be reimbursed for its services. 

The Organization should also be prepared to render comparable services on an appropriate 

and reimburseable basis to national World Health Foundations.
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