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REPORT OP THE LEON BERNARD FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

(Meeting of 19 January 1967)

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on 19 January 1 9 67* in conformity 

with the Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation, under the Chairmanship of 

Dr J. Watt, Chairman of the Executive Board, to propose to the Twentieth World 

Health Assembly a candidate for the award of the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize 

in I967.

The Committee noted the replies received from governments to the 

Sdrector-GeneralTs letter of 11 August 1966, requesting nominations, and examined 

the documentation provided by governments in support of proposed candidates.

The Committee found itself in the difficult position of having to choose 

a candidate from several of exceptional merit and high scientific qualifications 

whose contribution to the advancement of medical science and the alleviation of 

human suffering obviously had been significant. It noted that according to 

Article 5 of the Statutes of the Léon Bernard Foundation "the same candidate may 

be submitted on several occasions if unsuccessful”, and it also noted that the 

Director-General when inviting nominations from national health administrations 

drew their attention to this Article.

The Committee finally decided to recommend to the World Health Assembly 

that the Léon Bernard Foundation Prize be awarded in 1967 to Dr Fred L. Soper 

in recognition of his outstanding service in the field of social medicine.

During his long career Dr Soper has made a remarkable contribution in the 

field of public health. He has been active in the control or eradication not 

only of the pestilential diseases - notably typhus and yellow fever - but of 

other diseases, like malaria, which also debilitate and kill.
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After twenty-two years' service with the Rockefeller Foundation in South 

America, he became the Associate Director of the Foundation's International Health 

Division with responsibility for programmes in Africa and the Middle East. In 

1947 he was elected Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau/WHO Regional Office 

for the Americas, a post which he was to hold for twelve years.

After his retirement in 1959 he organized, and directed the Cholera Research 

Laboratory in Dacca in East Pakistan. On his return to the United States he has 

continued active work as Consultant to the Government of the United States and the 

Rockefeller Foundation.

In recognition of his achievements Dr Soper has been honoured by many 

governments, as well as many health societies.


