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I. SUBJECT

In'accordance with resolution ША10.33 of the Tenth V/orld Health Assembly 
the Executive Board at its thirty-fourth session decided, by resolution EB^.Rll 
that the subject to be discussud during the Nineteenth Assembly would be "The 
collection ard use cf health statistics in national and local health services".

II. GENERAL CHAIRMAN

The General Chairman of the Technical Discussions will be Dr Carlos Luis 
Gonzalez, Venezuela, nominated by the President of the Eighteenth Assembly and 
appointed by the Executive Board (resolution EB36.R12).

III. PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS

During 19б5» a preliminary document in the form of a suggested outline for 
use by countries in discussing the subject was prepared and forwarded by the 
Director-General to Members and Associate Members (C.L.2^.1965 dated 2 September 
1965). It was also sent to a number of non-governmental organizations in official 
relations with WHO.

Government health authorities and the non-governmental organizations concerned 
were invited to make available to the Organization a summary report of the 
discussions held in their respective countries. The summary reports which had 
been received by 1 March 1966 were used in the preparation of a "Background 
Document" (A19/Technical Discussions/l) which was sent in March 1966 to all 
Member Staces, Associate Members and to intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO. This document is designed to serve 
as a basis for group discussions at the Technical Discussions during the Nineteenth 
World Health Assembly.
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Dr John Knowelden, Professor, Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health, 
University of Sheffield, was the consultant for the preparation of the above-mentioned 
document.
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IV. PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK

As has already been announced in the preliminary number of the Journal of the 
Assembly, sent to all Member States on 7 April 1966 it is proposed, subject to the 
approval of the Assembly, that the Technical Discussions take place on Friday, 6 May, 
and Saturday morning, 7 May, the closing plenary session to be held c.t the <̂ nd of the
second week or during the third week at a date to be fixed by the General Committee of 
the Assembly,

The programme of work for Friday and Saturday 6 and 7 May, would be as follolw: 
Friday, 6 May 1966

OPENING PLENARY MEETING9.00  -  10.00 
Room XII

1. Opening of the meeting by the General Chairman
2. Separation into discussion groups 
5. Coffee break

10.00 - 12.50 First session of discussion groups
(Please note: the various discussion groups will meet at the 
same time in meeting rooms as designated below. Although it 
is not possible to provide all groups with interpretation, every 
effort will be made to reduce to a minimum the problems raised 
by this question. An appropriate assignment of delegates, 
representatives and interested individuals to the various groups, 
primarily according to their linguistic abilities (see under 
Registration below) will probably help to solve this problem).
Group 1 î Room XII Simultaneous interpretation from and into

English, French, Russian and Spanish.
Group 2 : Room XVI Simultaneous interpretation from and into

English, French and Russian.
Group 3: Room XI Simultaneous, interpretation from and into

English, French and Spanish.
Group 4s Room C.5 Simultaneous interpretation from and into

English and French.
Group 5i Room K.4 Simultaneous interpretation from and into

English and French.



Group 6 : Room F.5 .Simultaneous interpretation from and into
English and French.

Group 7• Room XIV French ) Working languages 
Group 8: Room X English) No interpretation

2.00 - 5*50 Continuation of discussion groups 

Saturday, 7 May 1966
10.00 - 12.50 Joint session of the groups 
Room XII
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V. REGISTRATION

Those delegates, alternates or advisers, as well as representatives of invited 
organizations, wishing to take part in the Technical Discussions are invited to 
complete the attached registration form, which should be handed in at the office for 
Technical Discussions, Room A271 telephone No. 4279 or at the Inquiry Office in 
the hall between doors 15 and 15, before 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 4 May. Additional 
registration forms will be available at both places.

For the reasons mentioned in Section IV above, the working languages will play 
an important role in the constitution of the various discussion groups. Therefore, 
it would be highly appreciated if delegates and representatives of invited 
organizations would pay particular attention to the questions concerning use of 
working languages mentioned in the registration form attached.

In assigning participants to groups an endeavour will be made to represent a 
variety of backgrounds in each group and thus promote discussion and exchange of 
views on as broad a basis as possible.

VI. LIBRARY
Copies of summary reports on discussions held in countries, transmitted to the 

Director-General by government health authorities and a display of literature 
relevant to the subject.of the discussions are available in the main WHO Library 
Reading and Reference Room. This library is situated in Room 28 on the ground floor 
of the Palais des Nations, near Door 2. In addition, a collection of WHO publications 
on vital and health statistics will be displayed in the discussion rooms.
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VII. INFORMATION

Further information can be obtained at the office for Technical Discussions, 
Room A271 telephone Palais des Nations, extension 4279.

VIII. TOPICS FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION

The following agenda (A19/Technical Discussions/4, 26 April 1966) is suggested 
for the group discussions :

I. What statistical information is most valuable for the planning and
evaluation of health services in developed and developing; countries?

Is the kind of information collected in developed countries appropriate 
to the problems of developing countries and, if not, what are the 
special needs of developing countries?
Are the health statistics of developed countries relevant to their 
changing patterns of disease, and in what further directions should 
they be extended?

II. What methods of collecting data are most suited to the different 
types of information required?

Can the techniques elaborated in developed countries be applied equally 
well in developing countries, or will entirely different methods be 
required?
Are the techniques chosen best suited to a country's resources and 
degree of organization?
Are the existing sources of data being fully exploited?
Are uneconomical methods being continued, and are the potentialities 
of sampling techniques recognized?
How far are modern data processing methods being introduced, and is 
the collection of data being reorganized to take full advantage of 
them?

III. How can the needs of both national and local health services be 
satisfied?

Do local and national health services require different kinds of 
statistical information and, if so, in what respects do their needs 
differ?
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What type of health statistics organization will be most effective? 
Will a strong central organization, responsible for the statistics 
of a whole country, be responsive to local needs?
Will a multiplicity of local organizations be efficient?

IV. Do health statistics have the right place in the organization of 
health services?
How can a lively interest in health statistics be fostered in health 
administrators ?
Do health officers feel that the information now available is useful 
and entirely relevant to their work?
Does the information reach them in time to influence their decisions? 
Is there an affective mechanism whereby health officers can influence 
what statistics are collected so that information is obtained on their 
current problems?
Do all health officers receive the training which will give them a 
proper appreciation of statistics?

V. What are the special needs for training in this field at professional 
and technical levels?

How far should recruitment at professional level be from medical or 
statistical graduates, and what post-graduate training should be given 
to each?
How can attractive career prospects be offered to professional health 
statisticians?
What technical skills are most needed, particularly in developing 
countries, and how can these be supplied?
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ANNEX

NINS^^NTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY DIX-NEUVIEME ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE DE LA SANTE
Technical Discussions on the 
collection and use of health 
statistics in national and 
local health services

REGISTRATION FORM 
FORMULE D'INSCRIPTION

Discussions techniques sur l'établissement 
et 1 'utilisation des statistiques sanitaires 
dans les services nationaux et locaux de la 
santé

I wish to participate in the Technical Discussions:
Je désire prendre par+ sux Discussions techniques :
Family name (Surname) First name Professer, Dr, Mr, Мгз, Miss
Nom de famille Prénom usuel Professeur, Dr, М., Mine, Mlle

(underline the name(s) by which you are commonly addressed)
(souligner le(s) nom(s) par le(s)quel(s) vous êtes habituellement désigné)
Home country:
Pays : _________________________________________________________
Member of delegation of (country):
Membre de la délégation de (pays) : ____________________________________

or/ou
Representative of (organization):
Représentant de (organisation) : ____________________________________

or/ou
Other:
Autre : __________________________________________ :____ ________________
Language Preference:
Langues préférées : _________________ ____________________________

1st choice 2nd choice
1er choix 2sme choix

English/Anglais 11
French/Français
Spani sh/Espagnol-
Russian/Russe

Please return this form to the Inquiries Office in the hall between doors 13 and 
15 or the office'for Technical Discussions, Room A271 by 2.00 p.m. on Wednesday,
4 May 1966.

Veuillez retourner cette formule soit au Bureau de Renseignements (dans le hall 
entre les portes 13 et 15) soit au Bureau des Discussions techniques (bureau A271) 
avant le mercredi, 4 mai. 1966, à 14.00 heures.


