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1. THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND BUDGET (Document A19/ Р&B /18) 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Professor FERREIRA (Brazil), Rapporteur, read 

out the draft third report of the Committee (document А19 /Р&В /18). 

Decision: The report was adopted. 

2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1967 (continued) 

Detailed review of the operating programme: Item 2.2.3 of the 

Agenda (Official Records Nos. 146 and 1)49; Documents А19/Р&B/10, 

A19 /Р&B/l7, А19% Р&B/Сопf. Doc. No. 12, А19 /P&B /Conf. Doc. No. 13) 

EXТENSION OF WHO АCТIVIТihS IN RFSEARСН: Item 26 of the Agenda (Official 

Records Nos. 1)48, Annex 10; and 149, Chapter III, paragraphs 39-53; 

Documents А19 /Р&B /Conf. Doc.. No. 14) 

INTERNATIONAL MONITORING OF ADVERSЕ REACTIONS TO DRUGS: Item 2.7 of the 

Agenda (Official Records Nos. 148, Annex 11, and 1)49, Chapter III, 

paragraphs 57-67) 

The CHAIRMAN said that., in order to expedite its business, the Сотmпittee might 

wish to consider items 2.6 and 2.7 of the Agenda in conjunction with the relevant parts 

of the budgetary proposals for the operating programme. 

Dr BERNARD, Assistant Dirr-ctor-General, Secretary, referred to the documentation 

prc-sentd under items 2.2.3, 2.6 and 2.7 of the Agenda and drew the Committee`s 

attention to the following draft resolution, on the extension of WHO activities in 

research, submitted by the delegations of Chile, Italy, Pakistan and Semalia 

(document А19 /Р&B /Conf. Doc. No. 14): 
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The Nineteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having examined the report submitted to it by the Director -General in 

accordance with resolution ТАЕА18.43, together with the discussion of the 

report which took place at the thirty- seventh session of the Executive 

Board, and resolution EB'7.R13 adopted subsequently by the Board, 

1. NOTES .the report of the Director- General, and 

2. ENDORSES the opinion of the Board expressed in resolution EB37.R13 

that the programme proposed by the Director -General for research in 

epidemiology and the application of communications science to medical and 

public health problems will constitute an important and essential step 

towards the achievement of the objectives set out in resolution WHА18.43. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider Part II (Operating Programme) of 

Official Records No. 146 chapter by chapter. 

4.1 Offices of the Assistant Directors -General 

There were no comments. 

4.2 Research in Epidemiology and Communications Science 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that his report on the extension of WHO activities 

in research, which had been prepared in accordance with the terms of resolution 

WHА18.43, was contained on pages 58'64 of Official Records No. 148. It referred to 

the development of the Organization's work in the field of research and, more 

particularly, to the expansion of that work as it related to epidemiology and 

communications science. The introduction to the report gave certain background 

information and referred to resolution WHА18.43. Section 1 of the report related to 

epidemiological research and explained the importance of such research to the 

Organization's activities; section 2 referred to research in communications science, 

as applied to health problems; section 3 dealt with the action required and the 
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objectives of the research programme; sections 4 and 5 outlined the relationship of 

research to surveillance and monitoring systems with regard to communicable disease 

surveillance, drug monitoring, and certain studies on population dynamics; section 6 

dealt with operational research. In that connexion, he referred the Committee to the 

discussions held by the есutјvе Board, which were reported on pages 21 -30 of 

Official Records No. 149. 

The Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, after discussing the 

Organization's research programme, had requested the Director -General to provide the 

answers to a number of questions; that information could be obtained from the 

verbatim records of three statements made at the Executive Board's thirty - seventh 

session (pages 23 -29 of Official Records No. 149). The statements had been made by 

Dr Payne, Chairman of the Department of Epidemiology and Public Health at the Yale 

University School of Medicine, by Professor Murray Eden, Professor of Electrical 

Engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Lecturer in Preventive 

Medicine at the Harvard Medical School_ and by himself. In reading those statements, 

members of the Health Assembly would also find many of the answers to their questions. i 
As he had stated the previous day, the proposal before the Committee had evolved 

from earlier discussion on the development of the Organization's research work. In 

1964, the Health Assembly had, after consideration of a more extensive programme of 

medical research, decided that a more modest programme should be implemented. With 

the help of experts throughout the world the whole problem had been re- analysed; as a 

result of which the conclusion had been reached that the proposal before the Committee 

constituted a nucleus which was indispensable for the proper functioning of the 

е 
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Organization. If results were to be achieved, a minimum requirement was needed. 

Furthermore, not only the Organization's research programme, but all its services, 

would benefit greatly from the presence of a new category of staff. Many of the 

Organization's activities would thus be placed on a sounder basis and, in years to 

come, the influence of the new Division might well prove a source of satisfaction to 

the Health Assembly. 

,Some criticism had been voiced to the effect that the new activity would be of 

interest to a limited number of countries only. But the Health Assembly should 

realize that the research programme:was in the interests of all.- Obviously, new.. 

knowledge was necessary and WHO was the most appropriate organization to carry out 

research in theoretical epidemiology. In that respect, advantage should be taken of 

the development in mathematical and computer sciences. Through the coordination of 

research work, carried out by headquarters units with the help of specialists in 

applied theoretical aspects of epidemiological and communications sciences,.more 

effective work than had hitherto.:, been the case would be accomplished. 

Lastly, he reiterated that; in making his proposal, he was endeavouring to place 

the Organization's work on a sounder basis. That,, in his opinion, was the main task 

of a Director -General. 

Dr EVANG, representative of the Executive Board, said that the Executive Board, 

guided by the terms of resolution WHA18.�+3 and in particular operative paragraph 2 

thereof, had discussed the Organization's research programme fully. As the Director- 
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General had said, the Board had listened to the views of two eminent scientists, 

Dr Payne and Professor Murray Eden, and any member of the Health Assembly who enter- 

tained doubts on the matter should consult the verbatim record of their statements, as 

well as of that made by the Director -General. The decision reached by the Executive 

Board was reflected in resolution EB37.R13. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 

supporting the Director- General's present proposal, said that the proposals submitted 

to the previous two Health Assemblies had seemed, to the United Kingdom delegation, to 

overstep the bounds of practicability. However, the proposal now before the Committee 

corresponded exactly to his delegation's concept of the Organization's role with regard 

to research. As Dr Evang had said, the statements made by the Director -General, 

Dr Payne and Professor Murray Eden at the thirty -seventh session of the Executive 

Board provided valuable information on the matter. 

The project was essentially concerned with co- ordination of research and the 

promotion of epidemiological studies on a global scale. WHO was the only body 

competent to carry out effectively - and in a manner acceptable to all - work on, for 

example, such problems as malignant lymphoma in Africa, Birkett's tumour, the 

variations in the incidence of leukemia, and nephritis in South -East Asia. No other 
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institution could make such progress in those matters as WHO, which could both 

co- ordinate and stimulate the work carried out in different countries and, where 

necessary, undertake field studies. 

The new proposal for a more modest programme was acceptable to the United Kingdom 

delegation since it could be effectively implemented. Moreover, as the Director - 

General had stated, the World Research Centre would serve all Member States, and would 

not be limited to a few countries alone. 

Dr GONZÁLEZ (Venezuela) said that, despite the explanations given in the various 

documents and the statements of the three previous speakers, he still had certain 

misgivings with regard to the proposal before the Committee. 

In the place, him that duplication result 

with the establishment of the proposed new unit. For example, in section 4.2 on 

page 21 of Official Records No. 146, among the functions listed for the new Division 

was "the development of methods for investigating the reasons for the differences 

between areas and groups of high and low incidence of disease" (paragraph (1)). An • analogous function was listed in paragraph (1) of section 4.4.4 (Epidemiological 
Studies). A further example of possible duplication occurred with regard to the 

functions listed in paragraphs (3) and (5) of section 4.2 which, relating to 

population dynamics, appeared to bear some similarity to the function referred to in 

paragraph (5) of section 4.8.8 (Human Reproduction). 
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Another point on which he entertained certain doubts related to the Director- 

General's report on the extension of WHO's activities in research (Annex 10 to 

Official Records No. 148). That report contained no clear -cut indication regarding 

the future of the Organization's research programme. It was important for countries 

to know what its rate of growth would be, so that the budgetary implications could 

be assessed. In his introductory statement, the Director -General had said that his 

proposal constituted a nucleus - the starting point for a unit on epidemiological 

research which in future would grow at the normal rate. He wished to know what the 

Director -General meant by "normal growth ". 

With regard to the statement by a previous speaker that WHO alone was competent 

to undertake epidemiological research, he could not agree: in the past, much research 

of universal scope and importance had been carried out by national institutions, for 

instance, in the field of tuberculosis. 

Lastly, reference had been made to the need for new knowledge. While such 

knowledge was undoubtedly necessary, it was equally important to apply existing 

knowledge, as Dr Evang had pointed out, and WHO should therefore concern itself 

primarily with that aspect of the matter. To take smallpox eradication as an 

example, the solution would be found in the field and not through mathematical models 

or epidemiological studies. 
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The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that he appreciated that Dr González might have gained 

the impression, from the documentation and from the statements made at the thirty- 

seventh session of the Executive Board, that there would be a certain amount of 

duplication. In his own opinion, however, that would not be the case. Dr González 

had cited as an example the work carried out on population dynamics: there could, 

however, be no possibility of duplication there, since a different type of staff would 

be involved in each case. Similarly, there could be no duplication with the 

Epidemiological Studies unit, as it was staffed by medical officers and general 

epidemiologists, whereas the new division would employ mathematicians, specialized 

theoretical epidemiologists, sociologists and other social scientists. The necessary 

co- ordination would of course be assured between the two units. The same comment 

had been made with regard to the monitoring of adverse reactions to drugs, to 

communicable diseases and to the Organization's statistical work in general, in 

which connexion it had been considered that some duplication might result in relation 

to the development of methodology for epidemiology. There again, it was a question • of degree: the division would be more concerned with the development of the scientific 

basis than with the practical problem of applying known epidemiological techniques 

for certain diseases. However, as he had stated to the Executive Board, he was 

fully prepared to examine the possibilities of overlapping, to define more clearly 

the functions of the different units, and where necessary, to make any changes. He 

would, however, need further time in which to do so since, although in his own view 

there was no duplication, it was difficult to give definite examples until the work 

had actually started. It was evidently a matter of some concern to many delegates; 

he hoped however that the assurance he had given would help the discussion. 
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Dr González had possibly misunderstood his reference to a minimum requirement - 

by which he had meant the minimum required to start useful work. It had not been 

his intention to give the impression that the Division would develop rapidly and 

that the Health Assembly would therefore be faced annually with greatly increasing 

costs. The Division, like other units in the Organization, would have normal growth 

- although that term was, of course, open to interpretation. Certain delegates 

were evidently thinking of the size of the previous programme submitted to them; 

they should rest assured, however, that it was not his intention to embark upon 

anything which could be considered unrealistic. The programme would only be expanded 

when the Health Assembly itself so desired. 

With regard to a further point raised by Dr González, he stressed that the 

most important task of the Division would be co- ordination. The fact that many 

epidemiological studies were being undertaken in different parts of the world was 

filly appreciated. Nevertheless, while it would be virtually impossible for any 

national government to study the different environmental conditions in the 

epidemiological context of certain diseases, an international organization could do so 

with relative facility. In other words, WHO was the only organization which could 

make the comparative studies necessary for the solution of certain epidemiological 

problems. 

Lastly, he wholeheartedly agreed with Dr González on the need to apply existing 

knowledge, which was an important function of WНO. It had to be realised, however, 

that existing knowledge in many fields was inadequate to provide a final solution, for 
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example with regard to tuberculosis and leprosy. The role of WHO was to stimulate 

research so that ultimately the countries with the greatest needs and the lowest 

resources would be able to find a solution to their problems. While, therefore, 

he fully agreed with Dr González that the Organization should make use of available 

knowledge, Dr González would undoubtedly also agree with him that the Organization 

should endeavour to find the answers to some of the most important problems. 

Dr BRANSCOМВ (United States of America) said that research had always been 

recognized as an essential element in the attainment of the Organization's objectives; 

what had to be clarified, however, was the proper responsibility and role of WHO in 

that respect. The United States delegation considered that the Director -General had 

now defined a programme that was both appropriate and feasible. 

As the President of the Health Assembly had stated, the Organization had reached 

perhaps the most important point in its history with regard to research. For that 

reason, the United States delegation felt that it should express its views on the 

vital issues that would have to be dealt with as the programme took form. Any • difference of interpretation regarding the objectives of the research programme should 

be made clear at the present stage. 

The most important issue was the purpose of the research programme. While 

much had been said regarding the question of theoretical, as opposed to applied 

research, no rigid line of demarcation could, or should, be drawn. The main emphasis 

would naturally be laid upon applied research, but it was doubtful whether first -class 

scientists would be found if they were not allowed to concern themselves with funda- 

mental questions. Similarly, the basic problems that would automatically be 
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encountered in any programme of applied research could not always be referred to 

other agencies. The question should be approached in a positive way: agreement 

should be reached with regard to the objectives and character of the research 

programme, the aim of which should be to support, enforce and promote the Organization's 

services to national health programmes throughout the world. As Dr Evang had stated, 

the new Division should not endeavour to escape basic practical problems in order. to 

concentrate upon the more academic aspects of research. It was not part of the 

Organization's research programme to develop such basic sciences as epidemiology and 

mathematics, which properly fell within the purview of universities and other research 

centres. In the Director- General's report, that concept was implicit but, in the 

view of the United States delegation, it should be expressed explicitly and, should 

serve as a guiding principle during the programme's development. 

From that definition of the programme's purpose followed the question of its 

relationship with national research programmes. It was not intended that the new 

Division should compete with national organizations. In the words of the Director - 

General, research by WHO was only justified if it could not be adequately undertaken 

by the national research institutes or universities. The Director -General had 

therefore proposed research activities in epidemiology and communications science - 

research that would deal with problems peculiarly international in character or with 

tho: which could only be successfully solved by an institution such as WHO. The 

programme envisaged would be unique, supplementing rather than duplicating the national 
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organizations. It was to be hoped that the new Division would seek to co- operate 

with the various centres working in its field, informing them of its activities arid 

turning to them for advice, particularly with regard to recruitment of staff. 

Success with the new venture would in fact depend upon the extent to which that was 

done. 

Another critical issue related to the extent to which the work of the new Division 

was integrated with the Organization's other work. The United States delegation did • not wish to encroach upon the Director- General's prerogatives in matters of internal 
organization, but it would be concerned if the new programme was separated from the 

work of the other divisions. Fundamental problems would thus be created with 

regard to both the work of the new Division and the activities of the Organization 

as a whole. Nor should its establishment mean that the research activities in the 

operating divisions would cease; the new Division should result in more, not less, 

research and should stimulate work in that field throughout WHO. The Health Assembly 

had, he thought, declined to endorse the concept of a research centre that was 

separate from the rest of the Organization. • It was the opinion of the United States delegation that the programme as defined 

was a self -limiting one since it was confined, on the one hand, by reliance upon the 

large national research institutes and, on the other, by the Organization's need to 

carry out its research work effectively. The proposal before the Committee should 

not mark the beginning of a continually expanding programme of research in many medical 

fields. The United States delegation would be opposed to such a development, not 

only owing to the costs that would be incurred but also because the character of the 

Organization would be radically changed. Lastly, expressing support for the Director - 

General's proposal, he requested that the Executive Board and the Health Assembly 

should be kept informed of the programme's development and of the research in progress. 
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Professor HOWORKA (Poland) said that his delegation, while in favour of the 

creation of a Division of Research in Epidemiology and Communications Science, fully 

appreciated the present and potential difficulties facing the Director -General in 

carrying out the project. The difficulties were of two kinds. In the first place, 

the assistance urgently required by developing countries was likely to exceed the 

resources available to the Organization. Secondly, resources were limited chiefly 

by the need to keep assessments within certain bounds. 

The programme proposed an effective and workable method of action, organized 

within a specific context. If the objective was achieved, the activities of the new 

Division would have profound repercussions on the countries of the whole world, both 

developed and developing. Immediate aid could be dealt with more effectively and 

economically; and the future development of medical services could be organized in 

the most effective way, particularly as regards administration, training and the use 

of funds. Oiíе of the tasks to which the Polish delegation attached particular 

importance was to improve the structure and functions of WHO; the new Division could 

be a valuable instrument in helping both national health services and the various units 

of WHO itself to get the best results for the smallest outlay. 

There were also less obvious economic advantages. The adoption on a world -wide 

scale of simplified and standardized norms would facilitate large -scale mechanization 

and automation, with their economic implications. 
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Limited resources would be available to the Division because, as he had 

already stated, contributions could not be increased beyond a certain percentage 

aвd urgent requirements had to be met first. Those two economic and moral factors 

explained why WHO's activities must be governed by economic considerations, and such 

considerations should also govern the establishment of the new Division. It was 

essential, therefore, to find the resources for carrying out the project within 

the Organization itself. 

The Polish delegation had always believed that the new Division would offer 

important economic, scientific and educational advantages. Poland, with its 

eminent mathematicians and doctors, was ready to co- operate closely with the new 

Division. 

Dr AММUNDSEN (Denmark) supported the Executive Board's resolution and also 

the programme as described by the Director- General. 

It might be useful to describe the experience of her own country. Denmark 

was one of the countries whose medical research committees maintained contact with • the WHO unit which the Director -General had described as the nucleus. The idea 

of establishing a complete register of medical research had at first met with 

enthusiasm; but there was now a certain reluctance among research workers to be 

included in the register and to answer detailed questions about their work. 

Possibly they were afraid that the register would reveal duplication of work and 

that grants might be cut. She was sure that Denmark would eventually play its 

full part in the programme: she had described the experience in her country to 

warn others against making the mistake of trying to go too quickly. 
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Professor SENAULT (France) said that the Director-General's proposals met the 

requests made the previous year, in particular thotie of the French delegation. His 

delegation was particularly happy to find that the Director -General had taken account 

of certain reservations it had made, and was satisfied with the careful balance between 

the different activities making up the programme for the new division. It was obvious 

that only WHO would be able to provide the centralization that was essential for 

efficient co- ordination in public health. The project submitted to the Committee 

was a preparation for the development of public health over the coming decades, and 

his delegation was highly satisfied with the way in which the Director -General envisaged 

putting it into effect. 

In view, however, of the financial implications of such a programme, he would 

like to ask the Director- General to ensure that the incidental expenditure of the 

project was spread over several years, so as to avoid later difficulties in 

continuing the programme. 

Professor FERRERA (Brazil) said that the Committee was discussing the birth of a 

new entity in WHO, which was a matter of interest for every delegation. The problems 

of the developed countries were so plain that it was difficult to apply complicated 

methods to deal with them. 

Hе recalled a remark by Professor Payne that the first sixty years of the present 

century would be regarded as exceptional for two reasons: first because there had 

been a scientific development unknown in the history of man; and secondly because the 
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short -term and long -term use made of the knowledge acquired had been almost 

negligible. That comment was relevant. The World Health Organization was not 

merely an organization which took from the developed countries to give to the 

developing countries - for the richer countries, too, needed WHO's help. Countries 

like his own were more concerned with problems such as malaria and helminthiasis; 

whereas the advanced countries had to deal with more difficult problems: juvenile 

delinquency, mental sickness, occupational diseases. One thing was certain: the • Director- General, who understood all those problems, would ensure that the new 
division would be organized so that it could serve everybody and take its part in the 

normal development of the Organization. 

Dr OLGUÎN (Argentina) said that, from the outset, the Organization's research 

programme had been concerned with scientific research on health problems. He 

believed that WHO's action should be directed towards the promotion of research in 

national centres and those working in particular scientific fields, thus co-ordinating 

and exchanging knowledge. He recalled that at the Seventeenth World Health Assembly • the delegation of Argentina had stressed the importance it attached to intensifying 
research in epidemiology and communication sciences. Nevertheless, it was essential 

for research activities and centres of research to be properly co- ordinated so that 

there should be no waste of funds or effort; and it was for WHO to provide that 

co- ordination and ensure that there was no duplication of work. The programme was an 

important one and its development, as proposed, seemed rational and feasible. 
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Dr НАQUE (Pakistan) said he wondered why the developing countries seemed to be 

allergic to the name "World Health Research Centre ". He was certain there would be 

no duplication of work, since no research worker could start a project without knowing 

all the work that had already been done. There was no doubt, either, that national 

research centres would be ready to help with WHO's work; as was instanced by the 

readiness of the United States of America to help the developing countries, such as his 

own, in fighting. cholera,, polio and other diseases. 

As representative of one Of the countries which had sponsored resolution 

WHA1ô.�+3 - which had been the result of a compromise - he urged that WHO should act as 

a nucleus and, while ensuring that there was no duplication, should conduct any 

research that would be useful for the developing countries. He also considered that 

WHO should help the developing countries to start and develop their own research 

services. 

Dr ALBE.A (Romania) recalled the discussions on the subject at the Executive Board. 

The decisive point in disease was its etiology, the combination of internal and 

external factors that affected the biological mechanisms. Modern etiological research 

was extremely complex because it required the adaptation of a whole series of applied 

research methods and disciplines. But there was another fact which was very important: 

in the classical view, a specific etiology was based on the known behaviour of the 

majority cf diseases, even the transmissible ones, but it was now becoming evident that 

all diseases had a multiple etiology. 
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The Director- General had said that he intended to make use of high -level 

specialists, and that would doubtless give excellent results, but why not start 

with the high -level specialists already in the Organization? In this connexion, 

he wished to refer to the co- operation between the new division and the existing 

divisions of WHO, to which other speakers had referred. The project under dis- 

cussion was a new departure, and in such cases it was sometimes difficult to 

choose the ned. Ike shared the concern of the delegate of Venezuela over the 

possibility of duplication of work. Moreover, while theoretical discussions 

were useful at the right time, the budgetary implications should not be forgotten - 

and objections had been expressed from the point of view of the budget estimates. 

He believed therefore that consideration should be given to existing possibilities 

within the Organization h -fore setting up a new division whose functions and whose 

relations with other divisions of WHO were not yet clearly defined. 

He also offered a suggestion - based on a bibliographical index he had seen 

at the International Labour Office - that there should be some form of card index 

for specialists of all countries, so that they could have some idea of the 

information available. 

Professor GERIC (Yugoslavia) said that, as a member of the Executive Board 

and of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, he had supported the 

extension of WHO's research activities. The comments and objections made at the 

Executive Board had mainly concerned the problem of co- ordination between the new 
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division and existing services, i.e. possible duplication of work. The objections 

voiced did not affect the idea underlying resolution WHA18.4k. As he saw it, in 

communications science WHO was still at the artisanal stage, whereas communications 

science, techniques, automation and mechanization were in the space age. He was 

sure that everyone would wish WHO to keep up with the times. The objections 

raised and the comments made would help the Director- General to make the new 

division a real.reseárch centre within the Organization,, a centre which would be 

the basis for international co- ordination in research, and might well become a 

teaching centre for the countries developing their own research. He also believed, 

like the delegate of Pakistan and other speakers that the new division would be 

first and foremost concerned with the problems affecting the developing countries. 

In supporting the project, he gave an assurance that the research 

institutions of his country were ready to c•- operate closely with the new division. 

He would like, however, some information on the sta8es of development envisaged 

for the new division: the technical and financial aspects were of interest to all 

Member countries. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his delegation 

agreed that scientific research гоld be one of WHO's major activities. Science 

had changed from a purely theoretical subject to an extremely productive activity, 

with wide repercussions on economic, �.,nciаl and medical matters. That w.s 

evident from his own country's experience. The dеvе?,opment if science in the 
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Soviet Union had started immediately after the revolution, when the country was 

economically very weak and in a very difficult situation. But even then it had 

been clear that good results could be obtained only by economic development on a 

scientific basis. 

In his country, it was a matter of principle that public health should have a 

scientific foundation: without that there could be no sound system of public 

health and medical care, or of control of serious diseases. And that principle 

should be adopted in all countries, from the very beginning. The experience in 

malaria control in the Soviet Union, long before the advent of DDT, provided an 

example of what could and should be done to solve problems on a scientific basis. 

Two further particularly relevant examples were poliomyelitis, which had been 

brought under control, and even eradicated, as a result of the scientific research 

in the United States of America, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and a 

number of other countries; and smallpox, which had been combated successfully 

only when scientific research had produced dried vaccine, which remained stable 

at any temperature thus enabling vaccination campaigns to be planned even in the 

tropics. 

In that connexion, WHO's responsibility was not to duplicate the work of 

national research centres, but to co- ordinate activities, and to organize the 

exchange of experience and joint research. One of WHO's major scientific 

activities was the organization of expert committees. Some committees worked 

intensively and regularly, while others met only rarely; it was important, in 

planning WHO's work in research, to continue to give due importance to the work of 
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expert committees. It was important, too, to arrange for the developing countries 

to participate as fully as possible in research activities: although they had not 

always the means to build complex laboratories, many of them had brilliant brains 

to contribute. One of WHO's most important tasks was to draw the scientific . 

centres in the developing countries into the research effort. 

A periodical review of plans for scientific work under WHO's auspices would 

also be useful. The list of scientific projects included a large number which 

were interesting and important but also some old ones which perhaps had been 

retained by force of habit. 

He supported the proposal to establish a new division and to extend WHO's 

research work in epidemiology and in medical research. Everyone now knew that 

epidemiological research and comparisons between national morbidity rates could 

solve long - standing problems. Communications science was extremely important, but 

the complexity of the subject should not be under -estimated. There were thousands 

of medical periodicals, but the information contained in them was at least a year 

behind the latest discoveries. New methods were therefore needed for the pro- 

vision of such information, and they required very cautious and careful consider- 

ation. In that connexion, it was better not to be too hasty, not to develop 

certain activities too rapidly when they were not fully justified. He also had 

some doubts on the structure of the new division and its relations with existing 

units of WHO. Other delegations had spoken on that subject and he did not intend 

to pursue it, since the distribution of functions between the various units was the 

responsibility of the Director - General. Still, he would welcome some objective 

information on how the Director -General intended to avoid the duplication of 

activty that at first sight seemed poss:b e. He supported all that the United 

States delegate had said on the undesirábil�_tу of duplication of functions and on 
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the rapid rate of increase in the budget. In the Executive Board also it had been 

stated that the new division might develop very fast and that its budget might 

become very large - which in his delegation's opinion would not be desirable. 

With regard to the comments of the delegate of Pakistan, he did not think 

anyone was allergic to the term "World Health Research Centre` ": it was merely 

that the term had different meanings for different people. If it meant a centre 

for the co- ordination of scientific activities, that was correct; but if it 

implied organization or even administration, there would be difficulties: for 

what kind of a centre could one have without its own laboratories, its own 

scientists, its own institutes? And how could the developing countries, which had 

not enough specialists for their own needs, take part in its work? Caution then, 

was needed, if mistakes were to be avoided. 

In his opinion, it was safe for WHO to count on the co- operation of States in 

research, and on their making the facilities f national centres available to the 

Organization. Personally he could give the assurance that the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics was ready to co- operate fully, t0 offer its facilities and to 

share the experience of its scientists in a wide range of scientific fields. His 

country was ready to engage in firm discussion in th_°:t connexion. 

He suggested that, quite apart from any resolution adopted, the discussions in 

the Committee should be very carefully studied by the Director -General and his 

scientific advisers; in addition perhaps a report might be prepared and sent to 

Member States before the Twentieth World Health Assembly. 

The sums involved were clnsiderable and, on the other hand, the research 

potential available to WHO in the various countries was immense. Therefore care 

should be taken to use the possibilities cf international co- operation to the full 

and obtain the best possible results for the money spent. 
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Dr KRUISINGA (Netherlands) said that his delegation had given the proposal 

for research in epidemiology and communications science careful study and had come 

to the conclusion that the approach to the problem was realistic. Hе recalled 

that stress had been laid at the outset of WНO 's activities in research on a 

possible risk of the Organization's proceeding too rapidly in that sphere. 

Accordingly, the modest approach set out in the Proposed Programme and Budget 

Estimates was to be commended, as it took full account of all existing activities, 

which should in no way be impaired by the new venture. He also understood that 

the Organization would concentrate its activities in areas where it alone could 

operate due to the fact that the necessary scientific information was available 

only to WHO by virtue of its structure. The progress of that new division within 

the Organization would be followed with great interest. 

Professor GOOSSENS (Belgium) expressed his gratification that the Director- 

General had kept the programme for research within the limits set by previous 

sessions of the Health Assembly. There could be no doubt that only WHO was in 

a position to assimilate and put to the best possible use the information on 

epidemiology and communications science. In view particularly of the assurance 

given by the Director -General that duplication both with national centres and 

within WHO would be.avoided, his delegation would support the Director -General's 

proposals, which had the support of the Executive Board, 

Dr NAYAR (India) said that her delegation supported the proposal for 

intensifying activities in medical research and more especially in the directions 

specifically mentioned. She wished, however, to stress again certain points 

which her delegation had made on previous occasions. 



А 19/P8cB/Ntin/9 

page 25 

It was her view that, while epidemiological research was feasible on a global 

scale, such research was more likely to yield maximum results if undertaken on a 

regional basis. She accordingly urged greater concentration of such work through 

the regional offices, cutting across, if necessary, the regional barriers as they 

existed at present. Greater use should be made of regional facilities, including 

those available within the various countries. Efforts should be intensified to • improve national efforts in that sphere and WHO should process the information so 
that most benefit could be drawn from it. WHO should also pay increasing attention 

to the application of the results of research, in which some countries lagged behind, 

rather than limit its task merely to the accumulation of an ever growing amount of 

data and information. 

It seemed to her that the time had come when it would be desirable for the 

Director -General to re- examine the question of whether the expert committees could 

undertake some of their work outside headquarters to greater advantage, particularly 

in cases where it would be useful for local conditions to be fully realized. 

She appreciated the assurances given regarding the avoidance of possible over- 

lapping but would also welcome an assurance that research would be strengthened within 

the countries and that WHO would go beyond 'ollecting information and would concentrate 

on the application of the results of research, so that mankind throughout the world 

could benefit therefrom and the differences between the well -being of populations 

could gradually begin to be eliminated. 
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Dr JALLOUL (Lebanon) said that his delegation was fully convinced of the 

need for a division of epidemiological research. He supported the suggestions 

made by the delegate of the United States of America. The new Division should not 

seek to replace national research units but should supply them with information 

and also accumulate and distribute data. It would be desirable for the Division 

to go beyond theoretical work and for it to have the practical possibility of 

undertaking some limited research into all levels of public health problems. 

He would therefore urge the establishment of such a division, the existence of 

which constituted a necessary step towards solving world health problems, on the 

understanding that such intensified action would in no way minimize the efforts 

made by WHO in other fields. 

Dr МОRК (Norway) said that a number of theoretical problems still existed in 

respect of epidemiological research, more particularly in the epidemiology of 

chronic diseases, as there was not only a long period of exposure before the 

appearance of a disease, but also, as the delegate of Poland had pointed out, 

multifactorial conditions which had to be taken into account. There was consequently 

need for basic research into research tools, especially epidemiology. Vast funds 

were spent on that work but, partly because of methodological problems, results were 

not always commensurate with the efforts made. While it would seem superficially 

that the problem related mainly to the developed countries, affected as they were 

by cardiovascular diseases and by urban conditions generally, rapid progress in that 

sphere might avoid for the developing countries the adverse affects of industriali- 

zation and urbanization on health as their economic resources developed and their 

conditions changed accordingly. 
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The application of operational research was important both to Member States and 

to WHO as it would make possible more effective use of the resources available. 

Some concern had been voiced regarding the relationship between the national 

research institutes and the proposed division. However, he considered those fears 

unfounded. Co- operation with the division could indeed prove most useful to all. 

He did not think it wise to place undue restrictions on the development of such 

research until there had been an opportunity to study its natural evolution. 

His delegation was happy to endorse the proposal of the Director -General in 

respect of a Division of Research in Epidemiology and Communications Science. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) believed that there was unanimous agreement on the importance 

of research. The Director-General had given assurances both to the Executive 

Board and to the World Health Assembly that there would be no duplication of work, 

and that undertaking could be considered as an absolute safeguard. He did not 

feel that the doubts expressed regarding co- operation of national centres were 

justified, since WHO had never encountered lack of co- operation in the past and 

since assurances by some centres had already been received. The available research 

centres for such work were few and therefore the present investment by WHO should 

prove to be one of the most productive in its history. He associated himself 

with those delegations which had emphasized the necessity of a modest start for 

such an undertaking and took the opportunity of wishing it every success. 
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Professor BABUDIERI (Italy) said that his delegation gave its full support to 

the proposal for a new Division of Research in Epidemiology and Communications Science 

and hoped that in the future, once adequate experience had been acquired and when 

sufficient financial backing was ensured, WHO activity in that sphere would be further 

developed on the basis of that first step. 
. 

Dr DOUBEK (Czechoslovakia) considered that the establishment of the Division of 

Research in Epidemiology and Communications Science gave satisfactory effect to the 

request embodied in resolution WНА18.k3. Those scientific methods had to be applied 

to the most urgent international problems to one of which, cardiovascular diseases, 

his delegation had already called attention in plenary session. 

He emphasized the gravity of cardiovascular diseases, which were becoming a 

universal health problem, as was stated in the Third Report on the World Health 

Situation (document A19 /P&в /L Part I, page 17). Consequently, his delegation felt 

strongly that the growing menace in that respect called for action, beyond the 

expansion of epidemiological work and of communications science. Research into the 

etiology of atherosclerosis and ischaemic heart disease under the aegis of WHO could 

speed up a solution to the problem, a possible method being the establishment of an 

international centre for research in atherosclerosis and ischaemic heart disease,. 

along the lines of the newly established International Agency for Research on Cancer. 

The objective of such a centre would be to promote and conduct, through. international 

co- operation, research on the causation, control and prevention of atherosclerosis 
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and ischaemic hears disease. His delegation felt that the entire matter was of 

extreme urgency and wished, therefore, to submit the following draft resolution 

(A19 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. No.17) for the consideration of the Committee: 

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly, 

Cognizant of the importance of cardiovascular diseases and their 
control, in particular atherosclerosis; 

Recalling resolution WНА18.43 of the Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 
which invited the Director- General to continue studying the role of the 
Organization in promoting medical research; 

Aware of the great contribution that research centres can make to 
the development of such research; 

Having examined the programme of the Organization in the field of 
cardiovascular diseases, 

1. REQUESTS the Director -General to study the modalities for further 
expansion of the programme of the Organization in cardiovascular diseases 

and, in particular., the establishment of a WHO international centre for 
research in the causation, control and prevention of atherosclerosis and 
ischaemic heart disease; and 

2.. IlVVITF.S the Director- General to report on this subject to the 
Twentieth World .Health Assembly. 

The DIRECTСR-GЕ.ЕRАL suggested that, in order to avoid any possible confusion, 

the draft resolution submitted by the delegate of Czechoslovakia should be held 

over and considered under the section relating to cardiovascular diseases. 

Dr DOUBEK (Czechoslovakia) agreed to that suggestion. 
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Dr EL -КAМAL (Algeria) supported the Director -General's proposal for a new 

division. It was the duty of WHO to strengthen national research centres, 

particularly in the developing countries. Naturally, WHO should avoid 

duplication of activity between the new division and other existing centres 

of activity. As an illustration of collaboration in the field of research he 

cited experience in his own country, where research was being carried out on a 

team basis in close co- operation with the Government of Czechoslovakia. He 

considered that the Director - General's proposal deserved unanimous support. 

Professor GARCIA ORCOYEN (Spain) expressed his full support for the 

Director -General's proposal. He was gratified to see the manner in which research 

activities were being developed in WHO. He emphasized that co- operation would 

no doubt be forthcoming from national research centres. He was sure that the 

Director -General would be as successful in the practical implementation of 

his proposal as in its planning. 

Dr HAQUE (Pakistan) said that the Division of Research in Epidemiology and 

Communications Science proposed in accordance with resolution WНА18.43 would, 

inter alfa, develop operational research techniques for public health problems 

and would study health aspects of population dynamics. His delegation 

accordingly considered it to be of the utmost importance. He could not but 

observe, however, that adequate coverage of those and other subjects in research 

-чn epidemiology, communications science and biomedicine would require a full - 

fledged world health centre. Hе expressed the hope that the proposed division 

would form a nucleus for those activities and would in due course extend its 

scope, thus developing into a world health research centre. 
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He supported the draft resolution submitted. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that he was extremely grateful to the Committee for 

the valuable_ debate. The remarks made Would be taken into consideration in the 

future 

He reiterated his assurance that constant and vigilant efforts would be 

maintained to prevent overlapping within the Organization as a whole. He did not • consider that any existed at present. He would keep the details of that situation 

under review and report thereon to the Executive Board_.аt its :January, session. 

While the new division was included for 1967, financial provision was made for 

only eight months of 1967 since it would take time to establish the division. 

Accordingly, he would not he in a position to report to the Twentieth World Health 

Assembly on the details of the working of the division but only on its • general 

evolution within the structure of WHO, 

Dr AIDEA (Romania) suggested that the draft resolution on the extension of 

WHO activities in research submitted by the delegations of Chile, Italy, Pakistan 

and Somalia should be amended by the addition of the words "and taking into account 

the activities covered by other divisions of WHO as well as the needs of Member 

States" in the second operative paragraph. following the words "public health 

problems" 

the DIRECTOR -- GENERAL said that, while he had no strong objection to the 

amendment proposed by the Romanian delegation, he would make it clear that the 

internal technical and administrative structure of WHO was the sole responsibility 

of the Dir_ector"General, who reported thereon to the Executive Board and the 

World Health Аsrеmbly 
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Dr ALDEA (Romania) withdrew his amendment in the light of that remark. 

Decision: T'ñе draft resolution on the extension of WHO activities in 
research, proposed by the delegations of Chile, Italy, Pakistan and 

Somalia, was approved unanimously. 

4.3 Research Planning and Co- ordination 

There were no comments. 

4.4 Health Statistics 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) suggested that, in view 

of the lateness of the hour, the meeting should be adjourned. 

Dr DOUHEK (Czechoslovakia) supported that suggestion. 

The CHAIRМАN, noting that there was general agreement, adjourned the meeting. 

The meeting rose at 12.20 p.m. 


