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REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER

1. The Eighteenth World Health Assembly adopted Resolution WHA18.44 
establishing an International Agency for Research on Cancer to carry on its 
functions in accordance with the provisions of the Statute annexed to the 
Resolution. The objective of the Agency as declared in this Statute shall be 
to promote international collaboration in cancer research. The Agency shall 
serve as a means through which Participating States and the World Health 
Organization; in liaison with the International Union against Cancer and 
other interested international organizations, may co-operate in the 
stimulation and support of all phases of research related to the problem of 
cancer.

2. The first session of the Governing Council of the Agency was convened in 
Lyons, Prance on 2J and 24 September 1965. At this first session, the 
Governing Council appointed the members of the Scientific Council, requested the 
Director-General to approach prospective candidates in order to appoint a Director 
of the Agency and took the necessary measures to ensure the interim technical and 
administrative operation of the Agency. The Governing Council decided that the 
site of the headquarters of the Agency would be at Lyons, Prance; negotiations 
have been entered into with the Government of France for the conclusion of a
host agreement between that Government and the World Health Organization and 
it is hoped that this agreement will be concluded in the near future.

3. On 4 March 1966, the Director-General advised the Participating States 
that he had appointed Professor John Higginson, Professor of Pathology,
University of Kansas Medical Centre, Kansas, United States of America as 
Director of the Agency. Professor Higginson will take up his duties on
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1 July this year. In the interim period, he is devoting sufficient time 
to the Agenoy in order to direct its operation. It is expected that a 
nucleus of professional and other staff will be appointed in time to 
initiate the activities of the Agency for the year 1966.

4. The first session of the Scientific Council was held in Geneva from 
4-7 April 1966. At this session the Scientific Council reviewed the 
programme proposals of the Director for the years 1966 and 1967. It also 
discussed in general terms the orientation of the future activities of the 
Agency. It was decided that trie long-range programme, as well as the 
detailed activities of the Agency, would be further reviewed at a second 
session of the Scientific Council which is to be held on 7-9 December 1966.
5. A second session of the Governing Council was convened on 25 and 26 April 
1966 at Lyons. At this session, the Governing Council took note of the 
recommendations of the Scientific Council and approved the Director's budget 
proposals for the financial years 1966 and 1967. The Council decided to 
appropriate the amount of $ 1 150 000 for 1966 and $ 1 200 000 for 1967 for 
the purposes outlined in the Director's proposals. The Council approved the 
report of the Director on the financial operations of the Agency for 1965.
The third session of the Council will be held at Lyons on 2J and 28 April 1967.
6. In the course of the first and second sessions of the Governing Council, 
Australia, Israel and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics became 
Participating States in the Agency in accordance with the provisions of the 
Agency’s Statute. The Agency now has eight Participating States.


