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The Director-General communicates herewith to the delegations attending the 
Eighteenth World Health Assembly the text of a memorandum he has just received from 
the International Union against Tuberculosis, a non-governmental organization in 
official relations with WHO.
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INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS

15 rue Pomereu 
Paris l6e

14 May 1965

Dear Dr Candau,

As I am unfortunately not able to stay on in Geneva next week, I should like, 
through you, to submit the attached memorandum for the discussion on the proposal 
for the establishment of a World Health Research Centre, agenda item 2.6.1.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Johs. Holm 
Executive Director

Dr M. G. Candau
Director-General
World Health Organization
Palais des Nations
Geneva
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MEMORANDUM FROM INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS

It has become increasingly clear that the classical approach to tuberculosis 
epidemiology is far from sufficient to plan optimal tuberculosis programmes in the 
developing countries and is particularly inadequate to direct the reorientation of 
the tuberculosis programmes in the developed countries in the light of new tools 
available for preventing and curing tuberculosis .

The International Union Against Tuberculosis (IUAT) is in full agreement with 
the need drastically to intensify the epidemiological and operations research in 
tuberculosis. The Union is actually stimulating and participating in a number of 
research projects in these fields. However, the scattered efforts presently being 
supported by WHO and the IUAT cannot possibly be expected to produce a breakthrough 
in knowledge early enough to enable us to make effective use of the information 
already available. The Union therefore welcomes your proposal to establish the 
machinery as envisaged in the World Health Research Centre through which a group 
of competent research workers, provided with the essential scientific autonomy and 
the financial support, could produce the new knowledge necessary to make a programme 
for eliminating this major public health problem possible within the foreseeable 
future at acceptable costs.

The Union hopes that the significance of tuberculosis as a national and 
international public health problem will be adequately reflected in the epidemiological 
and operations research programme you are proposing to develop. The Union at the 
same time offers its full co-operation in making this major research venture a 
success in tuberculosis .

Dr Johs. Holm 
Executive Director
International Union Against Tuberculosis


