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The Director-General communicates herewith to the delegations attending the 
Eighteenth World Health Assembly the text of a memorandum he has just received from 
the International Society of Cardiology, a non-governmental organization in 
official relations with WHO.
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Geneva, 10 May 1965

MEMORANDUM

The project for the establishment of a World Health. Research Centre considered 
by the WHO Executive Board at Its thirty-third session has arrested the attention of 
the International Society of Cardiology, which is in official relations as a non
governmental body with WHO.

In view of the fact that this proposal appears on the provisional agenda of the 
Eighteenth World Health Assembly, the Executive Committee of the International Society 
of Cardiology felt it timely to address a memorandum to the Director-General of WHO. 
This is based on the fact that WHO has been interested in aiany aspects of the 
cardiovascular diseases for several years. Numerous expert committees have already 
met under the auspices of the Organization and on these, as well as on other occasions 
the links have been tightened and the possibilities of collaboration increased between 
the World Health Organization and the International Society of Cardiology. At a 
moment when the creation of a World Health Research Centre is being discussed, and 
bearing in mind the fruitful relations already established, we should like to offer 
our co-operation once more. Apart from the efficiency deriving from the federative 
structure of our Society, our resources consist in the adequate utilization of 
physicians and qualified research workers, either alone or gathered together in 
various working groups.

Consequently, we warmly welcome the proposal by the Director-General for the 
creation of .a World Health Research Centre and we hope that study of the cardiovascula 
diseases will be regarded as one of the main tasks of the Centre, in view of the 
extremely wide extent of this group of diseases and their public health importance.
The scientific autonomy of such a Centre, attached to the World Health Organization 
as suggested by the Director-General, is one of the factors essential in carrying 
out scientific investigations which call for the application of new and improved
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methods of epidemiological study, and the analysis and exchange of information, as 
well as biomedical research in the field of the cardiovascular diseases. We believe 
that this is a logical and indispensable development of the excellent work already 
being done on the cardiovascular diseases by the World Health Organization.

The International Society of Cardiology hopes that one day it will benefit by 
this new rapprochement to the World Health Organization, for it is conscious that 
in this way it will best be serving its own aims, as expressed in Article 3 of its 
Statutes.

Professor Pierre W. Duchasa1 
President
International Society of Cardiology


