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1. Title of the organization

International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) 

Conseil international des Unions scientifiques

2. Address of headquarters

2 via Sebenico 
Rome

З. Addresses of all branch or regional headquarters

There are no branch or regional headquarters as such, although there are 

secretariats for specialized international research projects, for example:

Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research at the 
Scott Polar Institute 

Cambridge 
United Kingdom

Committee on Space Research 
55 Bd Malesherbes 
Paris 8 
France

Federation of Astronomical and Geographical Services 
140 rue de Grenelle 
Paris 7 
France

International Years of the Quiet Sun 
6 Cornwall Terrace 
London, N.W.3 
United Kingdom

Italy

As provided by the applicant on 18 July I963
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4, Membership

(a) Total number of members

It is not possible to give a precise indication of the number of persons, 

since there is no personal membership, but if, in order to provide an estimate, 

we take the number of people actively participating in the General Assemblies 

of the scientific members of ICSU the number would be about 40 000.

(b) Do these persons pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by 
affiliated organizations?

Individuals do not pay directly, but payments are made by the scientific 

and national members.

(c) List of affiliated organizations

The international scientific unions which participate in the work of the 

Council are as follows:

Astronomy (IAU)

Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) ..........

Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC)

Scientific Radio (URSI)

Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP)

Biological Sciences (IUBS)

Geography (IGU)

Crystallography (lUCr)

Theoretical and Applied Mechanics (IUTAM)

History and Philosophy of Science (IUHPS)

Mathematics (IMU)

Physiological Sciences (IUPS)

Biochemistry (IUB)

Geological Sciences (IUGS)

(d) Various types of membership

The Council is composed of two categories of members:

(i) national members;

(ii) scientific members (see item 4 (c) above).
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The national members are as follows:

Argentina

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Brazil

Bulgaria

Canada

Ceylon

Chile

China

Colombia

Czechoslovakia

Denmark

Finland

Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas 
y Técnicas

Australian Academy of Science

Die Oesterreichische Akaderaie der Wissenschaften 

Académie royale de Belgique

Koninklijke Vlaamse Akademie voor Wetenschappen, 
Letteren en Schone Kunsten van België

Conselho Nacional de Pesquisas

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

National Research Council

Ceylon Association for the Advancement of Science

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores

Academia Sinica of the Republic of China

Academia Colombiana de Ciencias Exactas, Fisico- 
Químicas y Naturales

Ceskoslovenska Akademie Ved

Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab

Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia

France Académie des Sciences

Germany (Eastern) Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin

Germany (Federal Republic of) Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft

Ghana Ghana Academy of Sciences

Greece Akadimia Anthinon

Hungary The Hungarian Aca.demy of Sciences

India Ministry of Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs



Indonesia

Israel

Italy

Japan

Korea (North)

Korea (Republic of)

Mexico

Morocco

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Romania

South Africa

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Tunisia
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Madjelis Ilmu Pengatahuan Indonesia

The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities

Consiglio Nazionale delie Ricerche, Ufficio 
Relazioni Internazionali

The Science Council of Japan

The Academy of Sciences of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea

National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of 
Korea

Dirección de Geografía y Meteorología 

Institut Scientifique Chérifien

Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen 

The Royal Society of New Zealand 

Det Norske Videnskaps-Akademi

Pakistan Association for the Advancement of Science 

Instituto Geográfico Militar 

National Research Council 

Polska Akademia Nauk

The Portuguese Government (through the Portuguese 
Embassy)

Academia Republicii Populare Romini

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research

Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas

Kungl. Vetenskapsakademien

Société hélvétique des Sciences naturelles

Institut des Hautes Etudes



Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics

United Arab Republic

United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland

United States of America

Uruguay 

Venezuela

Yugoslavia

Holy See

General purposes 

The two principal objects of the Council are:

(a) to co-ordinate and facilitate the activities of the international 

scientific unions in the field of the natural sciences;

(b) to* act as co-ordinating centre for the national organizations 

adhering to the Council.

Further objects of the Council are:

( a ) t o 'encourage International scientific activity in subjects which do 

not fall within the purview of any existing international organization;

(b) .  to enter, ..through., the Intermediary of the national adhering organizations,

into relations with the governments of their respective countries in order to 

promote scientific investigations in these countries;

(c) to maintain relations with the United Nations and its specialized agencies;

(d) to make such contacts and mutual arrangements as are deemed necessary with 

other international councils, unions, or organizations, where common interests 

exist in the field of the natural sciences covered by the Council.
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Academy of Sciences of the USSR

The Government of the United Arab Republic,
Supreme Science Council

The Royal Society

National Academy of Sciences, National Research 
Council

Servicio Geográfico Militar

Venezuelan Committee of the ICSU, Dirección de 
Cartografía Nacional

Conseil federal de la Recherche scientifique de la 
RPF

Academia Pontifica Scientiarum
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6. Functions of the organization

The primary function of the Council is to facilitate relations between scientists 

of different countries where the organization of international co-operation is 

necessary or useful and to promote the study and development of the natural sciences.

In order to achieve this the Council sets up scientific and special committees, 

inter-union commissions and permanent services.

To cite a few examples.

(1) The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) was formed in 1958 

on the authority of ICSU. This Committee is responsible for furthering the 

co-ordination of scientific activity in Antarctica. The Committee has 

co-operated with the World Health Organization in the meeting on Antarctic 

Medicine.

(2) A Special Committee is similar to a Scientific Committee, except for the 

fact that it is formed to carry out a particular task, and is of limited life.

The committee which is at present preparing the International Biological 

Programme is a Special Committee.

(3) An Inter-Union Commission, such as that on Applied Radioactivity, is 

composed of representatives of three or more of the scientific members.

(4) One of the permanent services is the ICSU Abstracting Board. The 

Abstracting Board was established in 1953 and facilitates the prompt publication 

of abstracts by its member journals in biology, chemistry and physics.

7 . (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No.

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health

procedures?

No.
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8. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the 
membership on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization?

Representatives are officially designated to speak authoritatively for the 

membership on all matters concerned with the organization. Some of the scientific 

members designate permanent representatives to certain bodies, for example to UNESCO, 

World Meteorological Organization, Pacific Science Council, Pan-American' Institute 

for Geography and History.

Representatives have been appointed to speak on astronomy, botany, chemistry, 

embryology, genetics, mathematics, parasitology, physics, physiology, etc. At the 

General Assemblies of the Council both national and scientific members designate 

representatives to speak for them.

9. Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization

The scientific members which are concerned with studies of particular interest 

to the World Health Organization are:

(a) the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry with commissions on 

clinical chemistry, pesticides, sewage, toxicology and industrial hygiene;

(b) the International Union of Biological Sciences with sections on biometry, 

embryology, entomology, experimental psychology, genetics and parasitology;

(c) International Union of Geography with a commission on medical geography;

(d) the International Union of Physiological Sciences with a section on 

pharmacology and a commission on physiological anthropometry;

(e) the International Union of Biochemistry with committees on chemical 

pathology and enzymes.

In addition there are three committees of ICSU with fields of interest to the 

work of the World Health Organization, namely:

(i) space research;

(ii) Antarctic research;

(iii) International Biological Programme.



The Committee for.Space Research is interested in space biology and space 

medicine. • ......  .....

The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research is involved in studies on the 

effects, both physiological and psychological, of overwintering on the personnel of 

the Antarctic bases.

The Committee for the International Biological Programme is currently preparing 

a programme which includes human adaptability, both physiological and genetical, which 

is being developed in close consultation with members of the staff of the World Health 

Organization.

10. Officers

The officers of the Council are:

President 

Vice-President 

Vice-President 

Retiring President 

Treasurer 

Secretary-General 

Member 

Member

Executive Secretary

The paid officer personnel are:

Scientific Secretary for the 
International Biological 
Programme

Scientific Secretary for the 
Federation of Astronomical 
and Geophysical Services

Scientific Secretary for the 
International Years of the 
Quiet Sun

Accountant
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Professor S. Hürstaaius 

Professor W. A. Engelhardt 

Professor S. Kaya 

Sir Rudolph Peters 

Ing. Gén. G. R. Laclavère 

Professor J. Van Mieghem 

Professor R. F. Bacher 

Dr J. M. Harrison 

Ing. A. E. Decae

Mir F. W. G» Baker

Dr A. F. Moore

Dr С. M. Minnis 

Mr A. Madhava Rao
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11. Structure

The Council is administered by:

(a) The General Assembly

(b) The Bureau

(c) The Executive Board

(a) The General Assembly, to which the Bureau and Executive Board are 

responsible, consists of the representatives of the national members and of the 

scientific members. The members of the Bureau may be present at sessions of 

the General Assembly and take part in the discussions, but without the right

to vote.

The General Assembly is the highest authority of the Council and shall 

lay down its general policy.

(b) The Bureau is charged with the administration of the Council within the 

limits of the Statutes, the decisions of the General Assembly, and the 

directives of the Executive Board.

(c) The Executive Board directs the affairs of the Council between sessions 

of the General Assembly. It meets in general once a year, unless convened 

by special decision of the Bureau in case of particular urgency.

An ordinary session of the General Assembly is held, as a rule, every three 

years, at a place and date determined by the General Assembly at the ordinary 

session, or failing that, by the Executive Board. The last meeting was held in 

London in I96I.

The Bureau meets in general twice a year. The last meeting was held in Rome 

in April I963.

The Executive Board meets in general.once a year. The last meeting was held 

in Prague in October I962.

At the General Assembly, members' votes shall be regulated as follows:

(a) each national member has one vote;
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(b) each scientific member classed as a specialized union has two votes;

(c) each scientific member classed as a general union has three votes.

The vote of each member must be given by a representative (or alternate) 

nominated by that member.

The voting in the Bureau and in the Executive Board is by simple majority.

The Council has consultative and associate status (category A) with UNESCO, and 

consultative status (Register) with the Economic and Social Council.

The Council has a working arrangement with the World Meteorological Organization, 

consultative status with the International Atomic Energy Agency, and a working 

agreement with the International Telecommunication Union.

12. Finances

The total income for I962 was $ 256 725. This- is divided up as follows.

Annual due s:

National members $ 68 890

Scientific members 5 019

UNESCO subvention 175 000

Other income 7 8l6

Total $ 256 725

13. History

The progenitor of ICSU was the International Association of Academies, founded 

in 19ОО, on the initiative of the G'dttingen Academy of Sciences, in an attempt to 

co-ordinate the activities of the heterogeneous collection of international scientific 

societies which had accumulated in the later years of the nineteenth century. In 

origin and motive it was centred on Europe, and in fact was dominated by the six 

academies of Berlin, G'dttingen, Heidelberg, Leipzig, Munich and Vienna.

The International Association of Academies was replaced by the International 

Research Council, founded in 1919> on the joint initiative of the Académie des 

Sciences, Paris, the Royal Society of London, and the National Academy of Sciences,
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Washington. Its chief statutory objectives were: to co-ordinate international 

activity in different branches of science, to initiate the formation of international 

associations and unions judged useful to the progress of science, and to direct 

international scientific activity in fields where no international body existed.

The international Research Council was dissolved in 1931 with the formation of 

the International Council of Scientific Unions, designed as a truly international 

federation of seven scientific unions.

The role of ICSU in international scientific co-operation has continued to 

augment since its foundation, and apart from the period 1940-1945, it has played an 

increasingly important role in international scientific affairs.

Immediately on its formation in 1946, UNESCO concluded a formal agreement with 

the Council in which it recognized the scientific members as providing -an appropriate 

and natural form for the international organization of science and the Council as 

their co-ordinating and representative body.

14. Activities

The work accomplished by the Council ranges wide in the improvement of • 

international relations between scientists, a particular example of this being the 

progress made during the International Geophysical Year. It has promoted the study 

and development of natural science not only by the organization of symposia, but 

also by the use of short-term commissions which have been responsible for the 

preparation of standards, the introduction of common methods of measurement, the 

collection and dissemination of Information on apparatus, methodology, teaching, 

and by its permanent services which collect, process and distribute data. The 

special and scientific committees such as those on Antarctic research, space research 

and oceanic research, have made possible international co-operation in three important 

fields of research: the first played an important part in the conclusion of the 

Antarctic Treaty, the second is providing expert advice to the United Nations on the 

peaceful uses of outer space, and the third has been responsible for the organization 

of the International Indian Ocean Expedition. ........



15. Publications

The Council publishes a year book, a quarterly review entitled "ICSU Review 

of World Science",1 and a "News Bulletin" which appears irregularly.

In addition the special or scientific committees publish the following:

"CIG News", "COSPAR Information Bulletin",1 "IQSY Notes",1 "SCOR Bulletin". The 

Federation of Astronomical and Geophysical Services publishes monthly and quarterly 

bulletins giving both raw and processed astronomical and geophysical data.

The scientific members also publish bulletins, handbooks and reports of 

symposia.

16. Documentation1

1. Statutes

2. Financial Statement (i960 and I96I)

3. The Year Book of ICSU (I96I, I962 and 1963)

4. ICSU Information Bulletin

5. COSPAR Information Bulletin

6. SCAR Bulletin (Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research)

7. ICSU Review of World Science

8. IQSY Notes
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1 Held by the Secretariat


