
   

 
  

HEALTH SITUATION 

Wallis and Futuna is located in the South Pacific Ocean. The 
archipelago comprises two groups of volcanic islands: Wallis (Uvea) 
and Futuna. The estimated population was 12 200 in 2015, with about 
70% of the population living in Wallis and 30% in Futuna. 

Improved care and rising living standards in Wallis and Futuna have 
helped to control many infectious diseases, resulting in increased life 
expectancy and a steady decline in infant mortality. But lifestyle 
changes (unhealthy diet, tobacco and alcohol consumption, physical 
inactivity) have led to a rise in metabolic pathologies and other NCDs. 
NCDs and chronic diseases are major public health concerns. 
Cardiovascular diseases and their complications are the leading causes 
of death in the country, while chronic renal insufficiency is increasing. 
Rheumatic fever is also common, with a cohort of 300–400 cases 
treated regularly. Cutaneous infections, mainly erysipelas, account for 
50% of visits and hospitalizations. The prevalence of leptospirosis is 
estimated to be 840 cases per 100 000 inhabitants per year in Futuna; 
however, severe forms are rare, with a case fatality rate of 0.5%. No 
true emergence of arbovirus has been observed in Wallis and Futuna. 

HEALTH POLICIES AND SYSTEMS 
The Agence de Santé of Wallis and Futuna is a state-run, state-owned 
public institution. There is no private sector. Public health facilities are 
located on both islands. 

The Wallis and Futuna Health Strategy (Le projet medical) 2016–2020 
has five strategic areas of focus:  
 

1. Population and preventative health, including maternal and 
child health, NCDs and risk factor prevention; 

2. Monitoring and management of health risks; 

3. Responding to needs related to mental health, disability and 
ageing; 

4. Excellence and efficiency of the territory’s health system; and 

5. Reducing inequalities in access to care.  

COOPERATION FOR HEALTH  

The Government of France, along with the European Union, provides 
financial, governance and technical support to Wallis and Futuna. 
Pacific Community and UNICEF provide technical support. The Agence 
de Santé also works with the Hospital Centre of New Caledonia to 
provide additional care. 
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WHO region  Western Pacific 

World Bank income group  

Healthy Islands Monitoring Framework Indicators 

Number of skilled health workers* per 10 000 population 
(2008) 

  69 

Per capita total expenditure on health at average exchange 
rate (US$) 

  NA 

Total expenditure on health as a percentage of gross 
domestic product (%) 

  NA 

Tuberculosis incidence (per 100 000 population) (2007)  15 

Life expectancy at birth (both sexes) (2012)  75.8 

Under-five mortality rate (per 1000 live births)  NA 

Absolute number of maternal deaths  NA 

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100 000 live births) (1996)  0 

Adult mortality rate from NCDs at ages 30–69 years (%)  NA 

Number of suicides  NA 

Immunization coverage rate for diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis 
(three doses) (DTP3) (%) (2015) 

 79 

Immunization coverage rate for measles-containing vaccine 
(first dose) (MCV1) (%) (2015) 

 79 

Current tobacco smoking among persons 15 years of age and 
over (%) 

  

Population using improved drinking-water sources (%) (2008)  100 

Population using improved sanitation facilities (%) (2008)  96 

Proportion of endemic neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) 
having reached elimination goals envisaged in the global NTD 
Roadmap to 2020 (%) – target 100% 

 0 
 

 
NA = not available 

*Skilled health workers are defined as physicians, nurses and midwives. 



   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

WHO COUNTRY COOPERATION STRATEGIC AGENDA (2018–2022) 

Strategic Priorities Main Focus Areas for WHO Cooperation 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY 1:  

 

To strengthen capacities and 
programmes to prepare for, 
and respond to, public health 
events caused by common 
epidemic-prone and emerging 
diseases, vaccine- preventable 
diseases, environmental 
hazards and climate change 

1.1. Undertake post-elimination surveillance of lymphatic filariasis. 
1.2. Develop and implement a vector control plan to prevent arboviruses such as 

dengue, chikungunya and Zika. 
1.3. Measure the endemicity of soil-transmitted helminthiasis. 
1.4. Achieve and sustain measles and rubella elimination. 
1.5. Verify the achievement of the hepatitis B control goal and further reduce mother-

to-child transmission by 2020. 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY 2:  

 

To strengthen legislation, 
policies and programmes to 
prevent NCDs 

2.1. Develop and implement a comprehensive NCD strategy. 
2.2. Establish community-led health promotion programmes. 
2.3. Implement tobacco control legislation or policy that includes a ban on sales of 

tobacco to minors, mandates plain packaging on all tobacco products and increases 
taxes on tobacco products. 

2.4. Monitor the status of NCDs through the use of relevant surveys such as STEPS and 
GSHS. 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY 3:  

 

To strengthen civil registration 
and vital statistics including 
cause-of-death certification 

3.1. Include underlying causes of death on cause-of-death certification. 
3.2. Link civil registration and vital statistics systems. 
3.3. Train Agence de Santé staff on cause-of-death certification. 

Please note that the 3rd generation CCS 2014-20g finalize 
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