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ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EUROPE

Report by the Director-General

1. In I960 formal negotiations were opened with the Government of Denmark for 
enlargement of the regional office accommodation in accordance with the growing 
needs of the Regional Office. A Committee was established by the Government 
under the chairmanship of a senior official of the Ministry of the Interior, which 
held its first meeting on 12 August i960.

2. The Regional Office then consisted of the buildings entitled
No. 8, Scherfigsvej. At the third meeting of the Committee on 8 December i960, 
the suggestion was made that the Government purchase the building entitled 
No. 9, Scherfigsvej, which is on the other side of the road, opposite to No. 8.
It was also reported that negotiations had been started by the Government with the 
Municipality of Copenhagen with a view to closing Scherfigsvej and combining the 
plots of Nos. 8 and 9 together with the section of the road between the two, thus 
creating one large area on which further building could take place.

5- Subsequently, the Government did purchase No. 9> Scherfigsvej, which was made 
available to the Regional Office as from 1 January 1962. While this provided the 
Regional Office with sufficient working space for its current needs, it was 
appreciated by the Host Government that these arrangements did not meet the future 
needs of the Organization. Early in 1962 the Regional Office presented to the 
Danish Government a complete list of its space requirements on a long-term basis, 
including all offices, a library, storage facilities, space for archives, conference 
hall, committee rooms, representatives' lounge and related services. After 
detailed study by the architect, a building module for a new office building was 
approved both by the Organization and by the Government's-representatives.
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4. The question of closing Scherfigsvej presented legal and municipal problems 
which were not solved until 1963, by which date further legal problems had arisen 
about the construction of a new office building in a residential area.

5- There is annexed a recent communication from the Prime Minister of Denmark to 
the Regional Director on this subject.

I

«



ЕВЗЗ/49 
page 3

Dear Dr van de Calseyde,

I thank you for your kind letter of 13 December 1963 concerning the problems in 
connection with the accommodation for the Regional Office for Europe and I beg to 
reiterate that it is the sincere wish of the Danish Government to keep the Regional 
Office in Copenhagen.

I trust that you will appreciate that the extent of our endeavours up till now 
to comply with WHO's demand for increased office space has been of a not entirely 
inessential character. The property Scherfigsvej 9 was purchased and placed at the 
disposal of WHO by January 1962 after having been though scantily repaired. The 
preliminary drawings for the extension have been prepared and a number of negotiations 
with the authorities concerned have been accomplished including the not too easy 
question of the closure of Scherfigsvej.

As we discussed when you and Mr Sutherland came to my office, the only essential 
difficulty now is the legal problems in connection with the easements which are 
imposed on the Scherfigsvej areas. I frankly admit that the magnitude of these 
problems can in no way be ignored but I am still convinced that a satisfactory solution 
will be reached so that the extension work can be initiated.

I must regret that I cannot today give you a more definite answer but I can renew 
my assurance that I personally still place the warmest interest in this matter and that 
I and other members of the Government will do what we can to bring about a favourable 
result as soon as possible.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

J. 0. Krag

Dr P. van de Calseyde 
Director
Regional Office for Europe 
World Health Organization 
Scherfigsvej 8 
Copenhagen ft


