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1. At its sixteenth session, the World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA16.42 

which reads as follows:

"The Sixteenth World Health Assembly

1. APPROVES the establishment of a joint FAO/wHO programme on food standards 
whose principal organ will be the Codex Alimentarius Commission;

2. ADOPTS the statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission;

3. AGREES to the calling of the first session of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission in June 1963;

4. EXPRESSES the hope that the Codex Alimentarius Commission will give 
priority to the health aspects of its work and will further preparatory 
work on a regional basis wherever this appears desirable in order to 
achieve the fundamental aims laid down for the Commission;

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to ensure the fullest participation of 
WHO in the joint food standards programme; and

6. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the thirty-third 
session of the Executive Board on the progress made by the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, and on the outcome of the review of the method of financing
the work of the Commission to be made by the FAO Conference in November 1963-"

2. On the recommendation of the Joint FAO/wHO Conference on Food Standards held in 

Geneva In October 1962 and pursuant to paragraph 3 of "the above resolution, the 

first session of the Joint FAO/wHO Codex Alimentarius Commission was held at FAO 

headquarters, Rome, from 25 June to 3 July 1963» The session was attended by 

representatives of 31 Member States of FAO and/or WHO and by observers from 15 

international organizations. The report of this session was distributed to Member 

States on behalf of the two sponsoring agencies by FAO under the reference 

ALINORM 63/12 July 1963.
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3. The Codex Alimentarius Commission adopted its Rules of Procedure (Appendix В 

of the Commission's report) which apply provisionally pending their coming into 

force, i.e., upon approval by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO, subject to such 

confirmation as may be prescribed by the procedures of the two Organizations.

4. In accordance with Rule II, paragraph 4, and Rule IX l(b)2 of its Rules of 

Procedure, the Commission decided to set up an Advisory Group for Europe and to 

appoint a co-ordinator for that region. Membership of the Advisory Group is open 

to all Member governments of FAO and/or WHO within the geographic area of Europe, 

including Israel, Turkey and the USSR. This group is to assist the co-ordinator, ^  

who will act as its Chairman, on all matters concerning the preparation of draft

food standards.

The terms of reference of the co-ordinator are to advise and assist the Chairmen 

of Expert Committees set up under Rule IX l(b)l of the Commission's Rules of 

Procedure in their common work on food standards throughout the region. Professor 

0. H5gl (Switzerland) was unanimously appointed as co-ordinator for Europe for a 

period of two years.

When appointing the Advisory Group for Europe and the co-ordinator, the Commission 

drew attention to the fact that the basic recommendations of the Joint FAO/WHO 

Conference on Food Standards on the centralization within the Codex Alimentarius 

Commission itself of both the allocation of preparatory work and the finalization of ^  

draft standards were retained. At the same time the recommendations of the Joint 

FAO/wHO Conference on Food Standards in favour of preparatory work on a regional 

basis wherever appropriate and the similar recommendation of the Sixteenth World 

Health Assembly were likewise given full effect.

5. The Commission allocated preparatory work on draft standards on a world-wide 

basis either to existing outside specialist bodies in accordance with its general 

policy (paragraph 30 of the report of the Joint FAO/wHO Conference on Food Standards, 

Geneva, October 1962 - Official Records No. 124, Annex 17, Appendix 1) or to ad hoc expert 

committees of Member countries under Rule IX l(b)l of the Commission's Rules of 

Procedure. Responsibility for such work was accepted by various countries and 

international organizations.
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6. The Commission adopted a number of "guiding principles" for use by its expert 

committees and other bodies preparing draft standards for submission to it and 

referred them for review and completion to its Executive Committee. These principles, 

as expanded in the light of the recommendations made by the Executive Committee at

its first meeting in July 19бЗ> are set forth in paragraphs 15 and 16 of the 

Commission's report.

7. The Commission urged its Member countries to establish national Codex Alimentarius 

committees, or such other bodies as would assure the same purpose, to provide a

focal point for all food standards work in each country (paragraphs 11 to 14 of the 

Commission's report).

The Commission decided to refer to governments for detailed comments, the 

draft standards which had been drawn up before the Commission was constituted.

8. Furthermore, the Commission reviewed the method of financing the food standards 

programme and recommended that the costs involved should be covered by the regular 

budgets of FAO and WHO as soon as the different budgetary procedures of the two 

organizations would make this step practicable. The Commission requested the 

Director-General of FAO to make these views known to the FAO Conference at its twelfth 

session in 1963 when it reviews the method of financing the food standards programme.

9. The Commission also requested the Directors-General of FAO and WHO, in case the 

present method of financing the programme by a Trust Fund should be retained, to 

submit for approval by the twelfth session of the FAO Conference in 1963 and the 

Seventeenth World Health Assembly in 1964 an amendment to Article 9 of its Statutes 

to allow the payment of part of the cost of preparatory work undertaken by Member 

countries on behalf of the Commission from the Trust Fund (paragraphs 72 and 73

of the Commission's report).

10. As regards the method of financing the joint programme on food standards, the 

FAO Conference, at its twelfth session, approved the proposal made by the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission that the costs of the programme should be transferred to the 

regular programmes of FAO and WHO as soon as practicable. Further decisions of

the FAO Conference regarding this matter may be summarized as follows: the Conference
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concurred with the views of the Director-General of FAO that the transfer to the 

regular programmes of both Organizations could not be done before 1965, having 

regard to the difficulty of foreseeing accurately the pattern of expenditure of 

the new programme and the different budgetary procedures of FAO and WHO; it requested 

the Director-General to study, in close collaboration with the Director-General of 

WHO,, the minimum costs involved by the programme of work as proposed by the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission and its Executive Committee, in such a way as to be able 

to present realistic and effective estimates of expenditures, consistent with 

needs, for inclusion in the 1966/67 programme of work and budget; and it requested 

the Director-General to communicate its view to the Director-General of WHO so that 

the necessary consideration could be given to including an appropriate share of the 

costs in the regular programme of WHO,,

Full information regarding the consideration of this question by the FAO 

Conference is contained in Appendix 1 to this document reproducing an excerpt from 

FAO Document c63/REp/l7 "Report of Commission II to Plenary - Part I" which was 

approved by the Conference in plenary meeting.

11. Having decided that the present method of financing the programme by a Trust 

Fund should be continued for the time being, the FAO Conference decided to amend 

Article 9 of the statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, subject to subsequent 

concurrence by the World Health Assembly, to allow the payment of part of the cost

of preparatory work undertaken by Member countries on behalf of the Commission from 

the Trust Fund. Article 9 as amended appears in Appendix 2 to this document 

reproducing an exceprt from FAO Document Сбз/кЕР/8 "Report of Commission III - Part 2 

■go Plenary" which was approved by the Conference in plenary meeting.

12. With regard to the recommendations made by the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

at its first session and the decisions taken by the FAO Conference at its twelfth 

session, the Executive Board may wish to recommend to the Seventeenth World Health 

Assembly that it decide that the present method of financing the Codex Alimentarius 

Commission by Trust Fund should be continued for the time being and that it adopt 

the amendment of Article 9 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
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as approved by the FAO Conference. Regarding the proposal made by the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission that the costs of the programme should be borne by the regular 

budgets of FAO and WHO as soon as practicable, the Board will certainly note that 

no precise information is available as to the order of magnitude of the expenditure 

involved and the suggested division of costs between the two agencies concerned.

The Board may wish to recommend to the Assembly to postpone any decision pending 

further study of the possibility of continuing the Trust Fund system, and to request 

the Director-General to report at a future session.



APPENDIX 1

Excerpt from FAO Conference document C63/rE p/i7

"Report of Commission II to Plenary - Part 1"

"CODEX ALIMENTARIUS PROGRAMME 

Method of financing

22. At its eleventh session the conference in resolution No. 12/6l initiated the 

Joint FAO/wHO Codex Alimentarius programme and agreed to its being financed by means 

of a special Trust Fund, subject to review of the method of finance at its twelfth 

session.

23. The Conference now noted that 52 countries were participating in the activities 

of this programme and unanimously underlined its importance in simplifying and 

integrating international food standards work.

24. The Conference approved the proposal made by the Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius 

Commission (report of first session, June 1963, para. 73) that the costs of the 

programme should be transferred to the regular programme of FAO and WHO as soon as 

practicable. In so doing, it concurred in the Director-General's view (C 63/36) that 

this could not be done before the end of 19б5> having regard to the difficulty of 

foreseeing accurately the pattern of expenditure of the new programme and the 

different budgetary procedures of FAO and WHO. Some concern was expressed about

the possible duplication of work resulting from the large programme adopted by the 

Joint Commission and about the magnitude of the budgetary provisions to be made as a 

consequence for the carrying out of such a programme in the regular programmes of 

FAO and WHO. The Conference requested the Codex Alimentarius Commission, when 

proposing the pattern of expenditure, to exercise to the full its mandate 

unanimously underlined in the preceding paragraph in liaison with the various 

international organizations concerned with this work, so as to keep to a minimum the 

total cost to Member countries of effective work in this field.
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Appendix 1

25. The Conference therefore, requested the Director-General to study, in close 

collaboration with the Director-General of WHO, the minimum costs involved by the 

programme of work as proposed by the Codex Alimentarius Coriimission and its Executive 

Committee, in such a way as to be able to present realistic and effective- es-ti-mates 

of expenditures, consistent with needs, for inclusion in the 1966/1967 Programme of 

Work and Budget.

26. The Conference further requested the Director-General to communicate its view 

to the Director-General of WHO so that the necessary consideration could be given to 

including an appropriate share of the :costs in the Regular Programme_of WHO."



APPENDIX 2

Excerpt from FAO Conference document Сбз/кЕР/8 

"Report of Commission III, Part 2 to Plenary"

"Codex Alimentarius Commission (Amendment to Statutes and Adoption of Rules

of Procedure)

24. A Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission was established by resolution

No. 12/61 of the eleventh session of the FAO Conference and by action of the Sixteenth 

World Health Assembly.

25. The Codex Alimentarius Commission, at its first session held in Rome in June/ 

July 1963* proposed Sin amendment to Article 9. of its Statutes, should the method of 

financing by Trust Funds be retained. The same session of the Commission adopted 

Rules of Procedure for the Commission. The Conference, having decided that the 

present method of financing the Commission by Trust Fund should be continued for the 

time being, decided to amend Article 9 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius 

Commission by the addition of the words underlined in the following text, subject

to subsequent concurrence by the World Health Assembly:

'All expenses involved in preparatory work on draft standards undertaken 

by participating governments, whether independently or upon recommendation of 

the Commission, shall be defrayed by the government concerned. The Commission 

may, however, decide, prior to the initiation of this preparatory work by 

participating governments, to allow such part of the cost of the work undertaken 

by Member g o v e r n m e n t s  on behalf of the Commission as it may determine, to be 

recognized as its operating expenses.'

26. While agreeing to this amendment, the Conference decided that the opinion of 

the Finance Committee on the provision as amended should be sought through the 

Council with particular regard to the financial implications thereof.
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