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EXTENSION OF MAXIMUM VALIDITY Ob YELLOW-FEVER VACCINATION CERTIFICATE

The maximum validity period of the International Certificate: of Vaccination or 

Revaccina.tion against Yellow Fever (Appendix 3 of International Sanitary Regulations)

is six years. The Expert Committee on Yellow Fever in its second report in 1953
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recommended that this validity period be extended to nine years.^ The Committee

on International Quarantine in its first report accepted this recommendation.

At the S eventh World Health Assembly, this matter was discussed together with other

yeliow-fever provisions of the Regulations. It was then decided to refer this

matter back to the Committee on International Quarantine for consideration with other

proposed changes in the yellow-fever provisions.^ The Committee on International

Quarantine in its second report, while recommending other changes in the yêllow-fever

provisions, was of the opinion that as yet there was insufficient evidence on which
4

to base, an extension of tb:: validity period from six to .nine years.

At its seventh meeting in 1959* thé Committee on International Quarantine 

considered an unpublished paper "Yellow-fever neutralizing antibody, 17 years after
| ^ 

vaccination with I7D vaccine" and noted the results obtained. ' This paper ivas
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subsequently published. It reported the presence of yellow-fever neutralizing 

antibodies for 17 years after vaccination with 17D vaccine in 97 Per cent, of 108 

persons living in an area where yellow* fever had never been reported.
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In a more recent paper (J. trop. Med. Hyg., 1963.» 12, 33°) Rosenzweig, E. C., 

Babione, R. V/. & Wisseman, C. L. report their findings of yellow-fever neutralizing 

antibodies in individuals vaccinated up to 19 years previously.

The Director-General by correspondence has consulted nine well known yellow-fever 

experts as to their views about extending the maximum validity of the yellow-fever 

vaccination certificate up to 10 years. All agreed that a 10 year maximum validity 

would be a sound practice; several of them gave the opinion that immunity after 

vaccination may very well be life-long.

The heal t h  administration of the United States of America has recently recommended 

to the Director-General that consideration be given to amending Appendix 3 of the 

International Sanitary Regulations to extend the maximum validity of the International 

Certificate of Vaccination or Revaccination against Yellow Fever from six to 10 years.

The Director-General has consulted the health administrations of several yellow- 

fever receptive countries which use the yellow-fever endemic zone concept for application 

of the International Sanitary Regulations. They have all agreed that they would have 

n o  objections to extension of the maximum validity of this certificate to 10 years.

The Health Assembly may wish to consider incorporating into Additional Regulations 

amending the International Sanitary Regulations the following provisions as regards the 

validity of Appendix 3»

"l. In Appendix 3 of ^ ie International Sanitary Regulations,

International Certificate of Vaccination or Revaccination against 

Y e l l o w  Fever, there shall be made the following amendments:

Delete the words "six years" and insert "ten years";

Delete the words "six ans" and insert "dix ans"

2. A certificate of vaccination against yellow fever issued before 

the entry-into-force of these Additional Regulations shall continue to be 

valid for four years after the date on which it would otherwise have ceased 

to be valid."


