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delete second paragraph (beginning "His delegation . . •") 

insert His delegation had prepared a draft resolution on the subject which read 
as follows: 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Taking into account that the steady increase of the regular budget 
of the Organization creates a considerable burden, particularly for certain 
Member States; 

Recalling its resolutions WНА2.58 and WНА14.52 and certain resolutions 
of the Executive Board concerning payment of contributions in currencies 
other than United States dollars, Swiss francs or pounds sterling; 

Bearing in mind that certain agencies of the United Nations accept 
a portion and even the whole of the contributions in local currencies 
of the Member States, 

REQUESTS the Director -General and the Executive Board: 

(1) to ask the governments of Member States to communicate to him 
their views on the whole problem of payment of contributions in 
currencies other than United States dollars, Swiss francs or pounds 
sterling; 

(2) to continue to study this problem with a view to extending 
possibilities of payment of contributions in local currencies other 
than those now authorized, taking into account replies of the 

governments; 

(5) to report the results of such study to the Nineteenth World 
Health Аssmblу. 

He submitted the draft resolution for the Committee's consideration. 
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1. MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT 
WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICTR 7 OF THE CONSтITцтION: Item j.12.á+ of the 
Agenda (Resolutions WHA16.20 and PR55.R30; Documents A18 /AFL /11 and 
Corr.1, A18 /AFL /15 and Аdd.l) (continued) 

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Dr AMOUZEGAR, representative of the 

Executive Board, said that the item was one of those referred to the Ad Hoc 

Committee by the Executive Board. The Ad Hoc Committee recalled in its third 

report (document A18 /AFL/11) that when the. Standing-Committee on Admihistratión 

and Finance of the Executive Board had dealt with this item prior to the thirty - 

fifth session of the Board, the Standing Committee had requested the Director - 

General to cable the Members concerned, urging them to expedite payment of their 

arrears or furnish reasons for non -payment before the opening of the thirty -fifth 

session- of the Board. The Director -General had also communicated resolution 

ЕВ55.R3O to the Members concerned, informing them of the Boardrs action, and 

urging payment of their outstanding arrears by 3 May 1965 - the date of the Ad 

Hoc Committee's meeting. The Ad Hoc Committee had been informed that, at the 

time of its meeting, Haiti, Paraguay and Uruguay were in arrears to an extent 

that might invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, but had noted that a communication 

(attached to document A18 /AFL /11) had been received from Paraguay stating that a 

payment of US$ 20 000 was being dispatched, so that Paraguay would no longer be 

in arrears to an extent that might invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. 

Following the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, Uruguay had made a payment of 
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US$ 34 090 which at that time reduced that countryes arrears to less than two 

full years. However, on 1 January 1965 those arrears again exceeded two full 

years of contributions. While there had been additional time since the thirty - 

fifth session of the Board in which to liquidate their arrears, Haiti and Uruguay 

had made no reply to requests by 3 May 1965. The Ad Hoc Committee, on behalf 

of the Executive Board, therefore recommended that, if payments were not received 

or satisfactory reasons for non - payment given to the Health Assembly prior to 

Tuesday, 11 May 1965, the Assembly adopt the following resolution: 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Board and its Ad 
Hoc Committee on Members in arrears for the payment of their 

contributions to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 
of the Constitution; 

Noting that1 are in arrears 
to the extent that it is necessary for the Assembly to consider, in 

accordance with the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution and 
the provisions of paragraph 2 of resolution !:1HÁ8.13, whether or not 
their right to vote should be suspended at the Eighteenth World Health 
Assembly; 

Recalling the provisions of resolutions WНA16.20 and WHA17.33; 

and 

Believing that the Members concerned have had sufficient time in 

which to liquidate their arrears, 

DECIDES to suspend the voting rights oft 
at the Eighteenth World Health Assembly. 

1 Names of the countries concerned to be inserted. 
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He drew attention to the fact that the Director -General had received on 6 May 

1965 a communication from the Government of Haiti (reproduced in document 

A18 /AFL /15 Add.l) undertaking payment of a minimum of two years' obligations in the 

next financial year. 

It was for the Assembly to insert the names in the second paragraph of the 

preamble of the resolution as it thought fit, but it was the duty of the Ad Hoc 

Committee to point out that, up to j May 1965, Uruguay and Haiti had not replied to 

the requests for payment. The Ad Hoc Committee had felt that Haiti should be 

included in the resolution, since its arrears dated back to 1961. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the representative of the Executive Board for his 

explanation, and asked whether there were any questions regarding it. 

Mr GARCIA PINEIRO (Argentina) said that'the matter before the Committee was 

one which had concerned all the delegates for a considerable number of years. His 

delegation attached great importance to it, as it could also become a very delicate 

question if arrears in payments restricted public health programmes and services in 

countries depending on WHO for assistance. So far, fortunately, matters had not 

become as serious as this: the debts of the two countries in question were slight, 

and could not hold up the Organizations programmes. Granted, the principle of 

punctual payment in an organization working for public good should be upheld, but 

in this case it would be a serious step to deprive the countries in question of one 

of their basic rights as Member States - the right to vote - and it would be 
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contrary to the basic principles of the Organization. Both countries were faced 

with economic and other difficulties, and had clearly been making efforts to 

strengthen their position.. He felt that no valid eomparisnr could be drawn between 

the reasons that had made the Seventeenth World Health Assembly deprive a Member 

State of its right to vote and the present situation. The explanation received 

from Haiti should be taken into account: to claim that Haiti had fallen behind in 

her obligations due to neglect would be to cast doubt on the Governments word. 

He was also sure that the delegation of Uruguay would produce equally valid reasons 

for the delay in payment. To say the least, it was embarrassing for a country to 

be in such a situation; to see its name appear in documents only made matters worse. 

The only fair solution was to approve a resolution showing due understanding 

and tolerance, and the Argentine delegation was prepared to draft such a resolution. 

If a vote were taken, his delegation would oppose the draft resolution 

recommended by the Ad Hoc Committee. 

Dr MARGARINOS DE MELLO (Uruguay) thanked the delegate of Argentina for his 

words of understanding. It was a thankless task for him to justify his countryes 

arrears in payment. No one could doubt Uruguay1s interest in the work of the 

Organization or consider the delay to be a sign of wilful neglect of obligations. 

A recent drought had had a serious impact on the country's economy, and the latest 

national budget had reorganized the system of payments in hard currency, delaying 

the fulfilment of obligations. The Ministry concerned had now authorized payment, 
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but the present bank strike had caused further delays. He had now received a 

cable from his Government saying that Dr Adolfo Morales would be arriving as a 

special envoy to provide further details to the Assembly. 

Mr. STEIN (Chile) agreed with the reasons given by the delegate of Argentina 

for opposing the resolution recommended by the Ad Hoc Committee. These clear 

reasons, together with the explanation for delay just given by the delegate of 

Uruguay, provided sufficient grounds for a favourable view of the position. His 

delegation wished to await the report of the special envoy fron Uruguay, and 

supported the suggestion that the delegation of Argentina draw up a new resolution. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the Ad Flip° 

Committee of the Executive Board had had good reason to express concern about the 

arrears, and rational steps to find a solution should be sought. Some States, 

however, found difficulty in paying their contributions, which were increasing 

as a result of the increase in the budget. The resolution that had been passed 

on the Working Capital Fund would not improve the situation. Taking into 

consideration the arrival of a special envoy to give further explanations 

announced by the delegate of Uruguay, the comparatively small sum involved, and 

the countryts earnest attempts to pay its arrears, his delegation associated 

е 
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itself with the feelings of previous speakers and considered that the draft 

resolution submitted by the Ad Hoc Committee need not be adopted. A 

resolution expressing concern and the hope that Uruguay would take all 

necessary steps to effect rapid payment would suffice. In any case, there 

was no longer any reason to suspend that Member s voting rights. 

Dr CAYLA (France) agreed that there was no doubt that the smooth 

operation of such an organization as HO could be assured only if contributions 

were received regularly. But it was not wise to adopt too strict an attitude, 

especially in the present circumstances, which were obviously due not to 

neglect, but to very real economic difficulties. He agreed with the delegate 

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics that the Committee should not be 

over -hasty in its judgement, but should consider the verbal explanation given 

by the delegate of Uruguay on the one hand, and the written explanation 

furnished, by the Government of Haiti on the other. 

Nonetheless, he believed that some, resolution was necessary, stressing 

that delays in payment prejudiced the work of the Organization and that 

Member States voting for the Organizationts budget were formally committed 

to meet the resulting obligations. . 
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Dr TARCICI (Yemen) said that Article 7 of the Constitution could be seen as a 

"sword of Damocles" hanging over the heads of Members in arrears in payments. It was 

a good thing to have some arm available in case of need - as when a negative attitude 

was to be combated. But the governments of the countries in question were not guilty 

of such an attitude; their difficulties were real. Did the delegates have to be 

reminded of the family character of the Organization? It was only normal that when 

a member of a family was in difficulties the rest should show understanding, and 

abstain from stringent measures. Article 7 was not aimed at such countries, but at 

those actively opposed to paying contributions. 

Dr SUBANDRIO (Indonesia) pointed out that, according to the Secretary's state- 

ment, the status of collection of contributions at the end of December 1964 had 

reached a level higher than in any year but 1957. In such circunistances, and 

remembering that Member States in similar circumstances in the previous year had 

already sent the contributions due up to the present time, and considering also the 

explanations that had already been heard and the promise of others yet to be heard, it 

would be inappropriate to adopt the resolution drafted by the Ad Hoc Committee of the 

Executive Board: it should be dropped, together with any idea of applying Article 7 

of the Constitution. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) said that the question of arrears was important and at the 

same time embarrassing. The delegation of Turkey agreed with the previous speakers 

that it should not be necessary to invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. Nor, however, 
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could criticism be levelled at the Executive Board and its Ad Hoc Committee, since 

their concern was justified at the time when no explanation had been given of the 

arrears in payments. They had, indeed, only recommended that the resolution be 

adopted in the eventuality that no explanation was received by 1l May 1965. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Ad Hoc Committee's draft resolution contained 

a blank; if no name were proposed to fill the blank there would be no need to vote on 

the resolution. He asked whether the delegate of Argentina was prepared to submit 

an alternative resolution. 

Mr GARCIA PINEIRO (Argentina) said that he had before him the text that he 

proposed to submit, to the effect that, in view of what had recently come to light, 

there should be no suspension of voting rights, but a speedy settlement of dues, and 

that the countries in question be thus informed. 

Dr CAYLA (France) asked, in view of the importance of such a resolution, that 

the text be distributed. 

Dr BÁ (Senegal) wondered what advantage there was in approving any sort of 

resolution, since all delegations had agreed on the excellent reasons of the countries 

in arrears for their delays. He felt that any such resolution was bound to contain 
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words of judgement (such as "Members in default ") - whereas in fact all the delegates 

who had spoken on this question Were convinced that the delays were not due to any 

lack of goodwill. The previous year a Member had paid US$ 34 090 in a similar effort 

to avoid the application of Article 7 of thé Constitution. In Uruguay's case, if the 

payment had been possible it would have been made. With regard to Haiti, there was 

no need to stress the seriousness of damage caused by hurricanes. 

He would therefore ask the delegate of Argentina not to propose a new resolution, 

since this implied in itself an unjustified sanction or rebuke. 

Mr GARCÎA PINEIRO (Argentina) expressed his willingness to concur in the majority 

view. His main concern was to oppose the draft resolution already before the 

Committee. He also wished the delegate of France to be invited to work with his own 

on a possible draft for a new resolution. 

Dr LOUEMBE (Congo, Brazzaville) felt that sufficient light had been shed on the 

question and, in view of the various statements made, in particular that by the 

delegate of Senegal, wished to suggest that the Committee pass over the item in silence. 

Mr STEIN (Chile) felt that there was a measure of agreement for both the 

suggestion of a new resolution and the suggestion that the Committee restrict itself 

to noting the situation. If the delegate of- Senegal's proposal were a formal one, 

the Committee could proceed to a vote to determine which course of action should be 

approved. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, drew attention to operative 

paragraph 2 of resolution WHA8.1з, in which the Eighth World Health Assembly resolved: 

"that, if a Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions 
to the Organization in an amount which equals or exceeds the amount of the 

contributions due from it for the preceding two full years at the time of the 

opening of the World Health Assembly in any future year, the Assembly shall 
consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the 
right of vote of such a Member shall be suspended ". 

This measure was to be seen as a warning - one that had been applied to two countries 

the previous year in resolution WHA17.33. It was useful in helping the Director- 

General of WHO to carry out his responsibility to remind Member States of their 

obligations. The procedure had been followed in other years also. 

He suggested that the delegate of Senegal could perhaps be added to the drafting 

group to produce a resolution with the delegates of Argentina and France. 

Dr TARCICI (Yemen) supported this suggestion. 

Dr BA (Senegal) was aware that, in accordance with resolution WHA8.13, the 

Assembly must make some statement on the present situation, and it was for that reason 

that he would suggest the adoption of a resolution simply noting the explanations given 

by the countries concerned. It would be an easy matter to draft such a resolution, 

and the time - consuming procedure of arranging drafting groups would thus be avoided. 

Mr GARCIA PINEIRO (Argentina) said that if the majority of the Committee accepted 

the suggestion of the delegate of Senegal his delegation would be quite willing to 

refrain from proposing a resolution. 
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Mr ROFFEY (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) felt that, in 

view of the comments made by the Secretary, some kind of positive action was called 

for; he would like to see in writing the draft resolution proposed by the delegation 

of Argentina. 

Dr TARCICI (Yemen) appreciated the attitude of the delegate of Argentina as the 

most appropriate one; he felt that the suggestion of the delegate of Senegal would 

win the Committee's support. 

Mr WACHOB (United States of America) agreed with the view expressed by the 

United Kingdom delegate; the Secretary had given a compelling picture of the procedure 

to be adopted in the circumstances. Although there could be no question of invoking 

Article 7 of the Constitution, it would nevertheless be right to provide a formal 

instrument of official communication between the Director- General and the Member 

countries in arrears in payment. 

Dr BARTOUME- MOUSSA (Central African Republic) agreed with the delegate of Yemen. 

Dr BA (Senegal) drew the attention of those delegates who seemed to have come to 

a slightly different attitude on the question, though not a contrary one, that the 

problem was simply one of form. The requirements of resolution WHА8.1з had in fact 

already been met: the question of whether or not to invoke Article ( of the Constitution 

had been considered. Thus a simple statement noting the explanations given by the 

Member States concerned and expressing the hope that the contributions would be paid 

should meet the situation. 
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The DIRECTOR- GENERAL said that he felt the divergence of opinion between the 

delegates was a divergence only in appearance. To gain a clearer picture of the 

question, one had first to consider the position of the Director- General, who must 

approach the different governments and persuade them to pay their contributions. One 

had to realize the efforts that were necessary to reach a status of paid contributions 

as good as ninety -six per cent. Active negotiations with both the governments in 

question had been in process for more than two years to obtain some payment. He fully 

agreed that the explanations given for delay deserved appreciation, but the Assembly 

could not limit itself, in his opinion, merely to taking note of what had happened 

without requesting that an effort be made by the governments concerned to pay their 

arrears of contributions. He felt it was his responsibility to appeal to the Assembly 

to help. him in carrying out his functions. 

If he had understood the delegate of Uruguay correctly, he had promised a full 

explanation in three days' time. But that was not an engagement to pay.; how could 

one know in advance what would be said? The explanations on the economic situation • and the difficulties of payments had been extremely clear, but he felt that there 
should be a resolution asking the countries to make the payments as promised. That 

procedure had been followed before with good results. 

With regard to Haiti, no delegate of Haiti was attending the Eighteenth World 

Health Assembly, and if there was no resolution asking the Government of Haiti to 

make the payment in question it would be difficult to know how to proceed. 
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The delegate of Argentina had made a proposal that some considered to be too 

much. The delegate of France had suggested some changes, and the delegate of Senegal 

had suggested a simpler form of resolution altogether; it would seem normal that the 

three delegates should get together to draft a resolution - more simple, perhaps, but 

one which would be brought to the knowledge of the Health Assembly. 

There was another point he wished to make: two delegates had asked to see a 

resolution in writing, and he wished to draw attention to Rule 51 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the World Health Assembly which made it difficult for there to be a vote 

on a resolution without it being put into writing. This seemed to be the only course 

of action. He appealed to the Committee to approve a resolution which would help the 

administration to carry out its functions. 

Dr CASTILLЮ (Venezuala) supported the suggestion made earlier by the delegate of 

Senegal. 

Dr AFRIDI (Pakistan) thanked the Director -General for clarifying the position. 

He would like to see the text of any proposed draft resolution before taking a decision. 

Dr MAGARINOS DE MELLO (Uruguay) thanked delegates for the understanding they had 

shown of his country's difficult situation. 

He wished, however, to correct the impression that the special envoy appointed by 

his Government was coming to the Assembly for the sole purpose of offering his 

Government's explanations on the subject of non - payment of contributions: he had 

himself endeavoured to offer these explanations in his earlier statement to the meeting. 

, 
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The special envoy, who was expected in Geneva Within two days, had received instructions 

from his Government with regard to the payment of contributions, and the necessary 

administrative steps had already been taken to make the payment as soon as possible. 

The payment could not, in any event, be made immediately, because of the bank strike 

to which he had already referred. He hoped that his explanation would Serve ,to clear 

up any doubts that had been created about his Government's intentions and the function • of his fellow delegate, who would address the Assembly soon after his arrival. 
The DIRECTOR- GENERAL said that he had not understood that the delegation of 

Uruguay was in possession of definite information that its Government was going to 

make a payment within a certain period of time, and he apologized for the misunderstand- 

Dr MAGARINOS DE MELLA(Uruguay) considered that he himself owed the apólogies, 

for not having given a sufficiently clear explanation. 

Mr BRADY (Ireland) proposed that, in accordance with Rule 60 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the World Health Assembly, the debate on the item under discussion should 

be adjourned in order to give the Committee the opportunity to see the terms of any 

proposed draft resolutions,, and to hear any further explanations that might be given 

by the special delegate being sent by,tk�e.Government of Uruguay. 
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Dr CAYLA (France) supported the motion. 

Decision: The motion was adopted unanimously. 

2. REPORT ON CASUAL INCOME, AND STATUS OF THE ASSEMBLY SUSPENSE ACCOUNT: 
• Items 3.12.5 and 3..12.6 of the Agenda (Documents A18 /AFL /14 and Corr.1) 
(continued) 

The SECRETARY referred to the comments made by the delegate of the United States 

of America at the previous meeting and said that, in his own introductory statement, 

he should have referred to the recommendation of the Executive Board that the amount 

of $ 552 000 be used from casual income to help finance the programme and budget 

estimates for 1966. In resolutions FR35.R26 and Eв35.R11 the Executive Board had 

recommended the inclusion in the programme and budget estimates for 1966 of an amount 

of $*62 000, in addition to the sum already proposed, in order to provide for WHO's 

participation in the Joint FAO /WHO Food Standards Programme. In its report to the 

Committee on Programme and Budget, the Committee might wish to refer to the Boards 

recommendations in those two resolutions. 

The United States delegate had also referred to the tables appearing in Appendix 17 

to the report of the Executive Board on the programme and budget . estimates for 1965 

(Official Records No. l33); he had pointed out that no such tables appeared in the 

corresponding report on the estimates for 1966 (Official Records No. 141), and had 

suggested that they should be included in the Executive Board's future reports. There 

should be no difficulty in suggesting that procedure to the Executive Board at its 

January 1966 meeting, and the Director- General would provide the necessary details so 

that the tables could be included. 
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With regard to the general policy governing the amount of casual income to be 

used each year it might be useful to recall the discussion that had taken, place in the 

Committee on Administration, Finance and 'Legal Matters during the Seventeenth World 

Health Assembly (Official Records No..136,!page 414),. The United States. delegate had 

then suggested that steps might be taken to utilize casual income to increase the size 

of the Working Capital Fund, and the Secretary had himself replied that the Director- 

General would be considering the matter. As the Committee knew, a proposal on the 

subject had been made to the Board and to the current session of the Assembly. It 

would seem premature to review the policy regarding the amount of casual income to be 

used to help finance the annual programme and budget estimates until the Organization 

had had at least two years' experience in the utilization of casual income for 

increasing the size of the Working Capital Fund, since during the next few years it 

might be necessary to use nearly all the available casual income for that purpose, 

leaving little to help finance the programme and budget estimates. However, both the 

Director -General and the Executive Board would bear the present discussion in mind. 

Mr BRADY (Ireland) shared the view of the United States delegation that the role 

of casual income in relation to budgetary policy needed to be reviewed. He 

appreciated the Secretary's very reasonable point of view that it would be premature to 

consider the question so soon after the changeover to the policy of making annual 

transfers of casual income to the Working Capital Fund, but felt that some useful steps 

might be taken in that connexion. 
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During the discussion on the Working Capital Fund, when:he had tried to ascertain 

the likely amounts of transfers of casual income to the Working Capital Fund for the 

years 1965 -1969, the Secretary had said that it was not possible to give a clear 

indication of what transfers might be made in the possible changing circumstances in 

the coming years. It was desirable that the Executive Board, in considering the 

position of the Working Capital Fund, should consider what would be the probable amounts 

of the transfers in the years to come, and he had little doubt that, with the knowledge 

and expertise available to the Secretary and his staff, a projection of probable levels • 
of casual income could be provided to the Board. 

In recent years it had been the policy of the World Health Assembly to limit the 

use of casual income as relief for the programme and budget, though the amounts finally 

used had generally been far in excess of those originally earmarked, owing to the 

necessity of making provision for additional items arising after preparation of the 

budget. There would seem to be a fair amount of casual income left that should be 

earmarked at an early stage by the Director -General when formulating the budgetary 

proposals. Perhaps the Secretary could give some indication of the factors affecting 

availability of casual income. 

He would recommend that, consistent with the provision of reasonable transfers to 

the Working Capital Fund, the maximum proportion feasible of estimated casual income 

should be utilized as a credit for the programme and budget proposals by the Director 

General when he formulated his proposals for consideration by the Executive Board. 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee shou]_д recommend to the Committee on 

Pro gamme and Budget that casual income to the amount of $ 552 000 be used to help 

finance the programme and budget for 1966. 

It was so agreed. 

3. ASSESSMENT FOR 1964 AND 1965 OF NEW MEMBERS: Item 3.10 of the Agenda 
(Document A18 /AFI/16) 

Тhе SECRETARY introduced document A18 /AFI/ 10, in which the Director -General 

recommended that the assessments of the three new Member States, Malta, Zambia and 

Malawi, be the minimum scale of 0.04 per cent. The document contained the following 

draft resolution for the consideration of the Committee: 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Noting that Malawi, Malta and Zambia became Members of the Organization 
during 1965 by depositing with the Secretary -General of the United Nations a 
formal instrument of acceptance of the WHO Constitution, 

DECIDES that these Members shall be assessed as follows: 

Member State 1965 

Malawi 0.04 per cent. 

Malta 0.04 per cent. 

Zambia 0.04 per cent. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved without comment. 
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k. SCl Ш ÓF ASSÉSSMENТ FOR 1966: Item 3.11 of the Agenda 
(Official Records. No. 1з8, pages 1К -15; Document A18 /AFI/5) 

The SECRETARY introduced document A18 /AFг/5 in which the Director -General had 

provided the Committee with information relating to the basis on. which the scale of 

assessment had been considered during previous Health Assemblies, together with 

indications as to how the Committee might wish to take action regarding the establish- 

ment of the scale for 1966. 

A difficulty had arisen because the United Nations General Assembly had not yet 

been able to take action regarding a scale of assessment for. the year 1965 for the 

United Nations. However the scale for 1965, 1966 and 1967 recommended to the United 

Nations General Assembly by the United Nations Committee on Contributions was available 

and was reproduced in Annex 1 to document Alb /AFL/5. That scale adjusted to make it 

applicable to WHO for 1966 appeared in Annex З. 

Alternatively, the Committee might wish to retain for another year the United 

Nations scale for 196#, which had been used as a basis for the 1965 WHO scale: a 

table showing the WHO scale for 1966, calculated on that basis, appeared in Annex 2. 

The United Nations Committee on Contributions had introduced a number of changes 

in the new scale it had recommended for 1965, 1966 and 1967. As the United Nations 

General Assembly was likely to change those recommendations little, if at all, the 

Committee might decide to use them as the basis of the WHO scale for 1966. There 

would probably be less likelihood of retroactive adjustments with that scale. 
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The document ended in a draft resolution for the Committee's consideration: the 

first part could be completed by the scale selected; the second part allowed for the 

WHO scale to be adjusted to bring it into line with the United Nations scale should 

the General Assembly adopt during 1965 a scale different from that recommended by its 

Committee on Contributions. 

Mr BRADY (Ireland) said that, since the Nineteenth Session of the. United Nations 

General Assembly had not discussed the report of the Committee on Contributions 

recommending a new scale of assessment for 1965, 1966 and 1967, his Government con- 

sidered it preferable that WHO should retain its existing scale, and not anticipate or 

prejudge the action of the United Nations General Assembly. Any adjustments needed 

later could be made retrospectively. Even though it had been the normal practice of 

the United Nations General Assembly to accept the recommendations of the Committee on 

Contributions, it did so after a full debate during which certain principles for the 

future were agreed upon. There had been a departure from the previously accepted 

principle in the latest recommendations of the Committee, since it had decided to use • the net national product as a basis for comparison of the capacity of Members to 
contribute, instead of national income. One of the effects of that decision had been 

that the assessments of a number of Members had been recommended for upward revision. 

It could not be assumed that the passage of the new scale through the forthcoming 

session of the United Nations General Assembly would be as smooth as in the past. 

He did not propose to submit a formal resolution, but wished to have the view of 

his Government on the subject recorded. 
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Mr TURBANSEI (Poland) said that he wished to raise the question of the currency 

in which contributions were payable - a subject of vital importance to many Members, 

but not specifically included in the agenda. . In view of the fact that Members' 

contributions has increased s }±arply in recent years - in the case of Poland, its 1966 

contribution would be almost 140 per cent. of that for 1961 - the ,necessity of making 

contributions in United States dollars, Swiss francs or pounds sterling represented a 

very heavy burden. Authorization to pay even 10 to 15 per cent. of the contribution 

in local currency would relieve that burden considerably and should in no way hamper 

the operations of WHO, since many payments, such as those for fellowships, for the 

purchase of equipment, for the organization of training courses and seminars, etc., 

could be made in local currency. Some specialized agencies of the United Nations, 

such as UNICEF, already followed that practice. 

His delegation had prepared a draft resolution on the subject, and he asked the 

guidance of the Secretariat as to whether such a resolution could be submitted for the 

Committee's consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that, although the Committee could not take a decision 

on the question raised by the delegate of Poland, since the subject was not on the 

agenda, his statement would be recorded in the records of the meeting. The question, 

which was, of course, a very important one, could be discussed by the Executive Board 

under paragraph (c) of Rule 9 of the Board's Rules of Procedure. 
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The SECRETARY observed that the subject, which had already been discussed on 

several occasions, was not included in the As-semb y's agenda, and he therefore doubted 

whether it could be considered. Moreover, delegates would no doubt wish a careful 

study to be made beforehand. As suggested by the Chairman, the subject could be 

referred to the Executive Board. 

Mr TURBANSEI (Poland) said that a -great deal of the Committeé`s time had already 

been devoted to discussion on•world health foundations - an item: which did not appear 

on the agenda - and that a draft resolution on the subject was to be considered at a 

later meeting. 

Dr LISICYN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) associated.himself with the 

views expressed by the delegate of Poland. : The matter of the currency.in which. 

contributions had to be paid was of concern not .only to Poland, but to a, number. o:f 

Other countries whose national currencies.were not acceptable for that purpose. The: 

Executive Board and the Health Assembly had already taken some measures to alleviate • the position of such countries, but the optimal solution had by no means been found 

as yet0, As regards the question whether the Polish delegation's draft resolution 

could be discussed, the Committee had already discussed and would consider a draft 

resolution on one item that relating to world health foundations - that was not an 

the Health Assembly's agenda. It did not seem to him that the proposal of the 

Polish delegation was contrary to the Rules of Procedure, since the subject was not a 

new one. 
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The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the discussion on world health foundations had 

arisen during the Committee's consideration of agenda item 3.12 - Review of the 

Financial Position of the Organization - and that the subject was mentioned in 

document А18 /АFI/ 17. 

Dr SUBANDRIO (Indonesia) proposed that discussion on the item should be 

adjourned, as the members of the Committee had not had sufficient time to study the 

alternative proposals for the scale of assessment for 1966. 

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) supported the motion. 

He suggested that a comparative table, including in one list the details given 

in Annexes 2 and 3 of document A18 /AFL/5 (scale of assessment for 1966 based on the 

United Nations scale for 1964, and scale of assessment for 1966 based on the scale 

recommended by the United Nations Committee on Contributions for 1965, 1966 and 1967), 

might facilitate the work of the Committee, and suggested that the Secretariat bear that 

in mind for the future. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to vote on the motion for the adjournment of 

the discussion. 

Decision: The motion was adopted by 70 votes to none, with 2 abstentions. 
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5. FIRST BEPIBT OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE СОWIТTEE ON PROGRAIVIVIE AND BUDGET 
(Document A18 /AFI./19) 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Mr DE CONINCK, Rapporteur, read out the 

Committee's draft first report to the Committee on Programme and Budget, contained in 

document A18 /AFI/19. 

Decision: The report was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 5.x+0 p.m. 


