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AWARD OF A PRIZE FOR RESEARCH WORK ON MENTAL SUBNORMALITY

The Executive Board, in accepting a gift of Dutch florins 2200 (equivalent 
as at 1 February 1965 to US$ 6ll), made available to WHO to be used for the award of 
a prize for work in the field of research on mental subnormality, requested the 
Léon Bernard Foundation Committee to act as a selection committee in the choice of a 
scientist whose work had made, inter alia, an important contribution to a deeper 
insight into the nature and causes of mental subnormality.

'The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee met on Saturday, 23 January 1965 to act 
as a selection committee, as requested. The report by the Chairman of the 
Léon Bernard Foundation Committee is annexed hereto. In the light of this report 
the World Health Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:

"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,

Recalling resolution EB3^*R22 of the Executive Board;

Noting the report of the Selection Committee,

DECIDES to award the prize of Dutch florins 2200, for work in 
the field of research on mental subnormality, to Professor L. S. Penrose."
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REPORT OP THE LEON BERNARD FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

(acting as a selection committee for the award of a prize 
for research on mental subnormality)

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee'*’ met on Saturday, 23 January 1965* to 
act as a selection committee for the award of a prize for research work on mental 
disability, as requested by the Executive Board in its resolution EB34.R22 of 
27 May 1964.

At its thirty-fourth session in that resolution, the Executive Board decided, 
pursuant to Article 57 of the Constitution, to accept a gift of Dutch florins 2200, 
equivalent to US$ 6ll, made available to WHO by Dr A. J. H. Bartels of the 
Netherlands, to be used for the award of a prize for work in the field of research 
on mental disability. The Executive Board at the same time requested the Léon Bernard 
Foundation Committee to act as a selection committee in the choice of a scientist 
whose work has made, inter alia, an important contribution to a deeper insight into 
the nature and causes of mental subnormality. Furthermore, the Director-General 
was requested by the Executive Board to establish the procedure for the award of 
this prize.

Accordingly the Director-General sent a letter dated 15 October 1964 (Ref.:
C.L.41.1964) to all members and associate members asking them to submit not later 
than 4 December 1964 nominations of candidates for the prize, together with a full 
justification of their proposal. In that letter the Director-General indicated that 
in this context the term "mental disability" was to be understood to mean "mental 
subnormality".

To that letter thirty members replied and of these seven proposed a candidate.
Two of these nominations were received later than the expiry date, 4 December 1964, 
but the Léon Bernard Foundation Committee decided to consider these two late entries 
nevertheless.

The Léon Bernard Foundation Committee is composed of: Dr H. B. Turbott 
(Chairman of the Executive Board), Dr T. Alan, Dr J. Karefa-Smart (Vice-Chairman 
of the Executive Board), Sir George Godber, and Professor T. Vianna.
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The Committee therefore considered seven candidatures and was faced with the 
difficult task of selecting one among these seven who were all of a high calibre 
and included some very eminent scientists who had made significant contributions in 
one way or another to the understanding of the problems of mental illness and mental 
health.

After due deliberation the Committee decided unanimously to select 
Professor Lionel Sharpies Penrose, M.A., M.D., D.Sc., F.R.C.P., F.R.S., for his 
lifetime dedication to research on mental subnormality, the breadth of coverage 
of his work in this field, its high scientific quality and its impact on the better 
understanding of the nature and causes of mental subnormality.


