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DATE AND PLACE OF THE SEVENTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Director-General presents as an annex to this document a communication 
just received from the Secretary-General of the United Nations regarding the date 
of the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, as well as a copy of the Director- 
General's letter of 26 April to the Secretary-General.
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ORIGINAL: FRENCH

United Nations, New York 

Our ref: OR43l/WHO(l) 21 May 1963

Dear Director-General,

You kindly informed me in your letter dated 26 April 1963 of your intention to 
propose to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly that the Seventeenth Assembly and the 
session of the Executive Board that normally follows the Assembly be held in the 
Palais des Nations in May 1964.

The European Office of the United Nations has, already had occasion to inform you 
of the difficulties now being experienced in fixing the time-table for conferences 
in the Palais des Nations in 1964. It is possible that, pursuant to previous 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations, large United Nations 
conferences may be held in Geneva in 1964 and particularly that the Conference on 
Trade and Development may be convened in Geneva in the spring. I am convinced that 
the Economic and Social Council, which is to fix the date and place of that conference 
at its next session, will take fully into account the requirements of the World Health 
Organization, as set forth in your letter, and will make every effort to meet those 
requirements to the utmost possible extent. Meanwhile, the World Health Organization 
would render us considerable service if it could postpone for a few weeks the decision 
concerning the date for the opening of.the Assembly in 1964. The exact date could be 
determined by your Executive Board in July next after the Economic and Social Council 
has taken its decision.

I am fully aware of the disadvantages that this procedure may have for your 
Organization but nevertheless venture to propose it, knowing as I do your understanding 
attitude in regard to our difficulties.

With thanks in advance for your co-operation,

I remain, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Dr M. G. Candau
Director-General
World Health Organization
Geneva

U Thant
Secretary-General
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26 April I963

Dear Secretary-General,

In accordance with the provisions of Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution of 
the World Health Organization, the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, which is to be 
held in Geneva from 7 to 25 May I963, will select the country in which the Seventeenth 
Assembly will be held in 1964 and, in its turn, the Executive Board, whose session 
opens on 27 May 1963, will determine the place and the date of that Assembly.

I have the honour to inform you that, since the World Health Organization has 
so far not received any invitation to hold the Seventeenth Assembly away from 
headquarters, I intend to propose that it be held in the Palais des Nations from 
5 to 23 May 1964. In that case, it would be immediately followed by a session of 
the Executive Board beginning 25 May. Another possibility would be to hold the 
Assembly from 12 to 30 May and the session of the Board from 1 June onwards.

To fulfil the terms of Article 15 of the Constitution, I should be glad if you 
would kindly inform me as scon as possible cf any comment that you may wish to make 
in regard to the dates envisaged.

At the same time, of course, I should like to have the assurance that the 
meeting rooms and offices which we need, and the list of which is known to the 
European Office, will be at our disposal on the dates indicated.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Dr M. G. Candau 
Director-General

The Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York

cc. Director of the European Office of the United Nations, Geneva


