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1. WORLD НE_ALTH,SITUATION: SUPPLEMENTS TO THE FOUR-YEARLY REPO1II : Iteт;2.11 of 

the "Agenda (Resolution WHA15. k); Document A17/F&В/7 Pants 'I and II ") ` 

(continued) 

Dr VYSOHLID (Czechoslovakia) said that his delegation had read with great 

attention the Supplement to the Second Report on the World Health Situation submitted 

by the Director -General and congratulated him on the document. His delegation, 

however, associated itself with those who had expressed some doubt regarding the accuracy 

of the figures given in respect of medical personnel. As far as Czechoslovakia was 

concerned, his delegation would submit the necessary amendments in writing to the 

Secretariat. 

Dr FISEK (Turkey) congratulated the Director- General and his staff on the report 

which he considered to be of prime importance. 

In connexion with future reports, it would seem useful to include reference, on 

the one hand, to the structure and functions of health services in the various 

countries, since there might clearly exist variations in the services provided even 

with comparable ra.tioS of doctors per figures of population, and, on the other, to 

the major health problems in the countries concerned, thus stimulating a constructive 

exchange of ideas between Member States. 

Dr GRUNDY, Assistant Director- General, expressed his appreciation to the Committee 

for the comments and suggestions made which had been duly noted, including offers of 

assistance regarding the presentation of future reports. 

He would not refer in detail to all the points raised regarding numerical 

amendments, but would comment on some more general questions which had arisen. 
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Three delegations had mentioned the fact that the countries they represented 

had been referred to in Part I but not in Part II. The reason for that 

discrepancy was that whereas one hundred replies had been received in respect 

of Part I, only some seventy had been received for Part II. 

With regard to the statistical errors which had been noted, he recalled 

that the figures had almost invariably been supplied by the countries themselves 

in reply to questionnaires, although some other sources had been used and 

governments had in some cases found it more convenient to provide information in 

another form. Conversations were in progress with the United Kingdom delegation 

regarding the amendment of the relevant figures. The discussion which had taken 

place on the item had in fact demonstrated the soundness of the procedure whereby 

the Committee had the opportunity of authenticating the Reports as a whole. 

Many delegations, including that of the Netherlands, had expressed the wish 

that future reports should contain a more comprehensive introductory analysis. 

He pointed out that the document before the Committee was an interim report of 

a limited nature. The Third Report, covering as it would a long period, could 

include a critical review of a decade and could make reference to general trends. 

He had also noted the suggestion made by the Netherlands delegate that future 

reports should include statistics on mortality in the one to four years age -group. 

Every endeavour was being made to achieve a balance between the level of 

desired information and the level of that obtainable, particularly in view of the 

state of statistical development of many countries. That consideration was 

relevant to the points which had been raised by the delegates of Israel and Turkey, 

especially relating to the distribution of doctors as between the rural and urban 

areas. 
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The problem of the definition of categories of health personnel had been 

raised by many delegations, including those of Belgium, Denmark and Sweden. The 

Organization was very much aware of that problem which affected all aspects of its 

work and the question had been discussed at the thirty -third session of the Executive 

Board. Among the proposals for consultant services made for the Public Health 

Administration unit was that of compiling a glossary of terms commonly used in 

public health practice, as was stated in Official Records No. 130, page 32. The 

Director -General had, at the thirty -third session of the Executive Board referred 

to the need for a common nomenclature of public health services, and for the provision 

of a glossary to meet the situation until that objective was achieved. He assured 

the Committee that every endeavour would be made to expedite the preparation of a 

glossary of definitions so that full advantage might be taken of it in the 

preparation of the Third Report on the World Health Situation. 

Dr HAQUE (Pakistan) said that his country was not mentioned in the Supplement 

to the Second Report, presumably because the information supplied had not been 

received in time. However, there had been issued in Pakistan a booklet showing 

the numbers and distribution of doctors, and a further booklet covered the 

situation as regards hospital beds. 

He commended the Director -General on the preparation of the reports on the 

world health situation which formed a world medical history in some sort. In view 

of the value of sued reports, it was essential that in future every effort should 

be made to ensure that they were as accurate and comprehensive as possible. He 

fully appreciated the fact that the responsibility for many of the errors in the 

present document rested with the governments themselves. His delegation undertook 

to do its utmost to encourage the provision of the necessary information to WHO. 



A 17/Р&В п/9 

Page 5 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director -General, Secretary, submitted the following draft 

resolution for the consideration of the Committee: 

The Seventeenth World Health Assembly 

1. NOTES the Supplement to the Second Report on the World Health Situation 
including the review of the special topic "Education and Training of Health 
Service Personnel" which has been prepared by the Director -General in pursuance 
of resolution WHA15.43, paragraph 7; 

2. ТHANKS the Member governments for their assistance in providing material 
for this supplement; 

3. REQUESTS the Member governments of WHO to submit before 30 June 1964 any 
amendments they wish to include in this supplement before it is finalized; and 

4. REMINDS Member governments of the decision of the Fifteenth World Health 
Assembly to request the Director -General to prepare for the Nineteenth World 
Health Assembly the Third Report on the World Health Situation. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 

2. THE MEDICAL RESEARCH PROGRAMME OF WHO, 1958 -1963: Item 2.6.1 of the Agenda 
(Resolutions WHA15.52 and EB33.R19; Document А1 � /Р&B /5) 

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL, introducing the item, recalled that the report on the 

medical research programme of WHO for the period 1958 -1963 had been submitted to the 

Executive Board at its thirty -third session and that he had at that time conveyed 

to the Board the satisfaction of the Advisory Committee on Medical Research with the 

work done by the Organization in that sphere. The report was now transmitted to the 

Health Assembly in accordance with resolution EB33.R19. He believed that the decision 

of the World Health Assembly to intensify activities in medical research had been one 

of extreme importance and that those activities had been accomplished satisfactorily 

with the modest means at WHO?s disposal. The comments made by the Executive Board 

were contained in document А17 /Р&B /5. 
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The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution submitted by the delegation 

of Iran on the subject; reading as follows: 

The Seventeenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on the medical 

research programme .of WH0 fór 1958 to 1963; and 

Having taken into account the resolution of the Executive Board at its 
thirty -third session, 

1. NOTES with appreciation the volume and quality of work accomplished under 
this programme; 

2. .EXPRЕSSES its satisfaction with the way this programme is being conducted; 
and 

3. RQLЕSТS the Director- General: 

(1) to continue to promote research in the fields of major public 
health importance; and 

(2) to report periodically to the Assembly the progress of the research 
programme. 

'ter EL DORAI (Kuwait) expressed deep appreciation to the Director-General for his 

olitstundins report on the medical research programme. He recalled that medical 

research work had constituted one of the basic activities of WHO since its inception 

bJt that it had now been intensified on a world -wide basis as a result of the 

resolution adopted by the Fifteenth World Health Assembly. One of the principal 

objcct'_ves in view was the training of research workers, as well as improving 

а 

coma n.ications between research workers in the various countries. 

His delegation was aware of the generous voluntary contribution made by one 

of thou large Members of the Organization towards the stimulation of research 

activities by WЮ. There was no doubt, however, that the Secretariat and the 

Advisory Committee on Medical Research were faced with a difficult task in having 
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to limit WHO's participation in medical research in keeping with the funds available 

for that purpose. General trends of research were developing fast and that would 

provide a guide for the most desirable type of work to be encouraged. 

Taking into account financial limitations accordingly, his delegation felt 

with respect to the proposals for the establishment of a -World Health Research 

Centre, to be considered under item 2.6.2 of the agenda, that extremely careful 

consideration should be given before allocating the large amount of funds involved 

to such a proposal in view not only of the needs of research workers but also of 

the fact that a large number of delegations had in fact abstained from voting on 

the Organization's budget for 1965. 

He would urge all countries to intensify their contributions to assist WHO 

stimulation of medical research. He commended the Advisory Committee on Medical 

Research, the Executive Board and the Director -General for their valuable work. 

Professor BANКOWSКI (Poland) expressed his gratitude to the Director- General 

and his collaborators for the clear and comprehensive report submitted. 

The general remarks he wished to make did not concern the direction research 

should take, as he had full confidence in the guidance of the Advisory Committee 

on Medical Research, but rather the manner in which such research should be 

stimulated and its scope. In order to achieve the most satisfactory results as 

soon as possible, it was essential to decide the principal trends research should 

follow, to have full information on what was being done in all centres of research, 

to collate such information, and, finally, to have the requisite financial 

possibilities. 
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It seemed to him that the programme of medical research activities as 

presented favoured applied research. Nevertheless, since there was inadequate 

knowledge regarding some of the most important causes of death, such as cancer 

and the cardiovascular diseases, he would emphasize the need to concentrate 

further on fundamental biomedical research. in such subjects; provision for that 

should be made as early as 1965. He agreed that. work should be carried on 

into the prophylactic and therapeutic aspects of diseases about which adequate 

scientific knowledge already existed. 

WHO should have further opportunity to co- ordinate the work of all research 

centres. He believed that there were a number of such centres whose work was 

not co- ordinated by WHO as yet; thus the full benefits of their findings were 

not being derived. The role of WHO in stimulating research was of the utmost 

importance. 

He emphasized the value of rapid exchange of scientific information which could 

have striking repercussions. That aspect of WHO's action should be developed to 

the maximum extent, particularly as it did not represent unduly high financial 

implications. 

His delegation was accordingly in favour of WHO continuing its existing 

programme and was also in favour of the establishment of a World Health Research 

Centre, concerning which a specific draft resolution would be submitted. 

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) said that there could be no doubt that medical research was 

the cornerstone of progress and was essential to the Organization. The subject 

was, however, a vast and complex one and he would restrict his comments to a few 

points, since his views on the subject had already been expounded in the Executive 

Board and were referred to in document А17 /Р&B /5 on page 15. 
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WHO clearly could not cover all aspects of desirable research in view of 

limitations of funds and personnel and taking into account its commitments to 

other objectives and functions. Consequently, priorities had to be established 

and he felt that the Organization should concentrate on stimulating field and 

operational research. Basic research should be considered only as far as 

directly helpful and necessary for WHO's purposes. 

He supported the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of Iran. He 

would comment on the World Health Research Centre at the appropriate juncture. 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) said that his delegation appreciated the work accomplished 

by the Organization in medical research. Research was of essential importance in 

the planning of every aspect of health activities and could therefore be construed 

as work in preventive medicine in its deepest sense. He congratulated the 

Director -General on the results hitherto achieved. WHO had not only accomplished 

valuable work, but had also created an atmosphere of goodwill towards the 

Organization in the highest scientific circles. 

He recalled that he had raised as early as at the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly the matter of the publication of the reports of the different scientific 

groups. Those reports were of the highest quality and interest. While he was 

aware that it was possible for those reports to be supplied to Member States at 

their request, he would reiterate the wish that all such reports should be 

distributed to Member States and, if possible, printed. 

Dr ALDEA (Romania) believed that WHO could perform a most useful task by 

serving as a centre for compiling the results of research on the various problems 

and by maintaining information services on such results. Accordingly, he would 
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suggest that the third operative paragraph of the draft resolution before the 

Committee should be amended to include a request to the Director -General to 

approach Member States with a view to their informing WHO on the results obtained 

each year in fields of scientific research covered by WHO's medical research 

programme, to gather and classify such information, and to report periodically 

to the Assembly on the progress of research in each problem and to mention the 

main problems which remained to be solved. 

Mr SHUVAL (Israel) said that the Director -General's review of the medical 

research programme from 1958 to 1963 showed a breadth of scope and a depth of 

purpose that WHO could be proud of, especially as the programme was a relatively 

new venture. His delegation supported its expansion but wished to suggest an 

intensification of effort in certain particular areas. The first such area was 

that listed in the report under the heading of "Public health practice ". 

Research in public health practice related to the attempt to use new medical and 

biological information in the most effective and practical way. In the past 

it had not enjoyed the prestige of a scientific discipline, but in 1961 the 

Expert Committee on Fublic Health Administration had recommended that WHO should 

include it in its research programme. He considered that it called for more 

stress, particularly for the benefit of those countries where problems related 

not so much to extending the frontiers of knowledge as to its application. 

Another area of research calling for more emphasis was environmental health. 

Valuable and effective work had been done in vector control, but he could not 

believe that many Member States were not faced with problems calling for research 

in such subjects as water supplies, air pollution and food sanitation, none of 

which figured in any of the proposals for future work. 



• 

A17 /P&B/Min /9 
page 11 

He noted that the membership of the Advisory Council on Medical Research 

included very few experts either in public health practice or in environmental 

health. He realized that the Director -General endeavoured to select the most 

eminent scientists from each country, but the result was that practitioners in 

those two fields tended to be set aside. His delegation would appreciate it if 

the Director- General could consider strengthening the Advisory Committee in that 

regard. 

In view of the foregoing comments, he supported the draft resolution submitted 

by the delegation of Iran, subject to the following amendments: (a) at the 

beginning of sub - paragraph 3(i) to insert the words "to make special efforts to 

further the co- ordination of research and "; and (b) to insert between sub- 

paragraphs 3(1) and 3(2) (which would become 3(3)) a new sub- paragraph reading: 

(2) To investigate possibilities of stimulating more research activities 
in the field of public health practice and environmental health. 

Professor ZDANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that he had 

already had the opportunity in the Executive Board to state at length his views on • WHO's medical research programme and the excellent report submitted by the 

Director -General. He would therefore confine himself to a few remarks which 

should be taken not as criticisms but as suggestions for future lines of work. 

First, he agreed with the delegate of Israel about the need to pay more 

attention to research in public health practice. Within that broad field 

particular emphasis should be placed on the classification and methods of work 

of public health services and institutions and on questions of methodology, and 

to the question of analysis of morbidity statistics, etc. 
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The importance of statistical methodology had been brought out in the 

discussions of the reports on the world health situation under item 2.11 of the 

agenda. The indications given by raw statistics were of only very relative value 

and it was essential to study means on the one hand of relating such data to the 

particular experience of individual countries and on the other hand of ensuring 

their comparability. 

Another field where research effort might be intensified was that of diagnosis 

of communicable diseases, with a view to finding simple and rapid methods that could 

be applied in the laboratory. Of course, valuable work was already being done in 

the networks of reference centres established by the Organization, but what he had 

in mind was rather the working out of practical methods that could be applied in 

medium -sized hospitals, as for example the use of fluorescent antibodies. 

He would also like to see more attention given to the prevention of non- 

communicable diseases. The question of disease prevention in general had been 

frequently raised in WHO's expert committees and other bodies, and numerous 

recommendations had been made; he would however welcome further study of preventive 

methods under various conditions. To give an example - in tuberculosis prevention, 

pending the ideal solution of a network of sanatoria where all patients could be 

treated (which, in some cases, was impossible in the near future), other methods 

were needed, such as mass ambulatory treatment with antibiotics, that would have an 

epidemiological effect, reducing the spread of infection. Such methods afforded 

protection to a significant part of the population and brought about a reduction of 

tuberculosis prevalence in the long run. 
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Finally, some emphasis should be given to research aimed at finding less 

expensive methods of disease control and prevention. To take an example, effective 

malaria control had only become possible with the discovery of modern insecticides 

for the formerly existing methods, though sound in themselves, were too expensive 

for large -scale application. 

Dr BRAVO (Chile) stressed the importance of medical research for building up the 

health services of the developing countries. He expressed appreciation of the work 

done by the Director -General and the Advisory Committee on Medical Research, both in 

stimulating research activities and in co- ordinating them to prevent duplication and 

waste of effort. As was shown in volume II of the report on the medical research 

programme from 1958 to 1963, its scope extended not only to laboratory work, but to 

the epidemiological, social and even administrative fields. 

Dr НАQUE (Pakistan) said that in developing countries like his own, where lack 

of funds, personnel and equipment often made it difficult to conduct research, WHO's 

efforts in that field were particularly appreciated. 

In Pakistan the co- ordination of research was conducted at the federal level 

by a national research council and five subsidiary councils concerned respectively 

with industry, atomic energy, housing, agriculture, and medicine. The Medical 

Research Council consisted mainly of the heads of laboratories and research 

institutions. Proposals for items of research were submitted to the council and, 

if they were approved, a grant was made. In the case of large -scale projects, 

owing to lack of funds, financing was arranged if possible under bilateral 

agreements. 
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Toe value of WHO's role, as it had been pointed out, was in stimulating 

particular items of research, for which there was much scope in countries like 

his own. For example, a very interesting epidemiological investigation was at 

present being conducted in East Pakistan on the relationship of nutrition to cardio- 

vascular diseases, with particular reference to the occurrence of coronary disease 

even in populations consuming only unsaturated fats. Given the necessary stimulus, 

many more valuable epidemiological studies could be carried out, for example on 

smallpox vaccination, cholera, and - a matter to which he had referred at the last 

World Health Assembly - the unexplained differences in the incidence of oropharyngeal 

cancer in Dacca and Karachi, where it was as high as two per cent., and Lahore, where 

it was much lower. 

The second respect in which WHO could play a valuable part, as had also been 

pointed out, was international co- ordination of research. The funds at the disposal 

of the Pakistan Medical Research Council were very small, and only a small percentage 

of the various research projects submitted to it could be undertaken, but they could 

be valuable and meaningful given the assurance that they represented links in a 

world -wide chain and were not being duplicated elsewhere. 

His delegation, therefore, supported the draft resolution proposed by the 

delegation of Iran, with the amendments proposed by the delegations of Poland and 

Israel. 

Dr`CHADHA (India) expressed his appreciation of the Director- General's report 

on the medical research programme and his satisfaction at the wide range of 

subjects covered. 
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After stressing the difficulty of mа'-ing any valid distinction between 

fundamental and applied research with a view to excluding the former, he mentioned 

the valuable research work being conducted, in his country, with WHO assistance, on 

tuberculosis chemotherapy and on the possibilities of combining BCG and smallpox 

vaccination. He welcomed the attention being given to human reproduction and 

genetics, a subject that would assume increasing importance in the future. 

In his view, any money spent on medical research was a sound investment and 

he would support any proposed expansion of the programme. 

Professor PESONEN (Finland), after congratulating the Director - General on the 

work so far achieved in the field of medical research, observed that, as already 

pointed out more than once, the Organization's most important function was to help 

prevent duplication of effort. He had himself, in the past, emphasized the need to 

establish centres where information on research planned or already being conducted 

in different laboratories throughout the world could be recorded, every scientist 

being invited to report once a year on his current activities. Centres would be 

established at WHO's request in appropriate existing research institutes, and 

presumably at least one centre would be required for each discipline; for example, 

there might be a centre for cancer research or, if necessary, one for research on 

each type of cancer. 

A few such recording centres of course existed already, but not enough to 

ensure proper co- ordination. An inter- Scandinavian Arctic medicine research 

centre was at present being launched and plans included the establishment of such 

a recording service. 
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He noted that under the next item of its agenda, the Committee would be con- 

sidering the suggestion for the creation of a sort of centre for communications and 

information regarding medical research. If what was intended was something on 

the lines he had indicated, he welcomed the initiative; if not, he would be glad 

if the Director- General could examine the idea. 

Dr AWOLIYI (Nigeria), after expressing support for the amendment proposed by 

the delegation of Israel to the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of 

Iran, observed that a research programme could aim either at seeking knowledge for 

its own sake or at meeting the needs of the community. A medical research programme 

usually had the latter objective. 

He distinguished three main categories of medical research. The first included 

research associated with public health practice and environmental health and research 

on cheaper means of providing adequate housing and sewage schemes. .Secondly, there 

was research associated with specific diseases or gr:.nups of diseases. Thirdly, 

each of the above categories could be associated with research programmes in other 

parts of the world or be independent and related to local problems. Examples of 

that third group were the work at present being done by the Medical Research Council • 
in Lagos on infectious hepatitis and on enteroviruses. WHO could play a very 

valuable part in stimulating more research of that type. 

The incidence of poliomyelitis was increasing in Nigeria and accelerated 

research was called for to determine the most effective type of vaccination and the 

best method of carrying it out. 
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The pharmacology of local drugs was being investigated both at the University 

of Ife in Western Nigeria and at Ibadan. Two groups of research workers were 

involved: field workers to seek out the more capable native herbalists and collect 

samples; and investigators to examine the samples in the laboratory. There, too, 

WHO assistance could be of great value. 

In conclusion, he expressed support for the amendments proposed by the delega- 

tion of Israel to the draft resolution before the Committee. 

Dr OLGUIN (Argentina) considered that in WHO`s medical research programme 

emphasis should be placed on assisting Member governments to create the necessary 

technicological and administrative conditions for effective operation of their 

health services and on finding solutions to specific local problems. In the 

Region of the Americas, the problems that should receive the highest priority were: 

Chagas' disease; problems associated with housing and living conditions generally; 

intestinal infections of infancy, particularly the epidemiological aspects; tuber- 

culosis, with particular reference to BOG vaccination and the mechanism of immunity; 

arbovirus infections, especially haemorrhagic fevers; respiratory virus diseases; 

zoonoses; and nutrition, particularly the health education aspects. 

Dr SHUVAL (Israel) said he had asked for the floor merely to state that the 

amendments he had proposed to the draft resolution before the Committee should be 

considered as being jointly submitted by his delegation and the delegations of 

Jamaica, the Netherlands and Nigeria. 
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Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) said that the large number of amendments tabled and the 

excellent suggestions made in the course of the discussions, prompted him to inform 

members of the Committee of his own experience in studying the current item. 

Having spent a considerable length of time on the subject and having studied 

carefully ail the documentation before the Committee, he too had wished to make a 

number of amendments to the draft resolution. However, when he came to frame them 

he had found himself listing priorities for the WHO medical research programme 

rather than amendments to the draft resolution. Upon re- reading, he had. found 

it clear, concise and to the point. He had then wished to insert, in the second 

sub - paragraph of the third operative paragraph, a suggestion that the Director- 

General, should report periodically to the Assembly on the "trend and progress" of 

the research programme. But after further scrutiny, even that suggestion had 

seemed superfluous since all the ideas and suggestions expressed in meetings of the 

Committee were recorded and the Director -General, would, in any case, take them all 

into account. It was for that reason that he had put forward no amendment of 

his own. 

He fully shared the views of the delegate of Sweden on the importance of 

making the reports of scientific groups available. The collection and dissemination 

of information was one of the most important functions of the Organization and he 

hoped that the Director- General would find ways and means of overcoming any financia' 

and administrative obstacles. 

Dr BROWN (Bolivia) expressed his wholehearted approval of the magnificent and 

most useful work done by WHO through its medical research programme and joined 

previous speakers in thanking the Director -General for his comprehensive report. 
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He fully shared the views expressed by the delegates of Israel, the Soviet 

Union and Argentina. In particular, he felt that greater emphasis should be laid 

on basic health administration in order to provide real stimulus and support for 

research in this field in the deve'oping'countries themselves, under the supervision 

and guidance of WHO public health experts, with a view to finding solutions to the 

urgent problem of providing basic health facilities for the great majority of 

people who, in the developing countries, were still without them. 

He warmly supported the draft resolution submitted by the delegate of Iran 

and the suggestion put forward by the delegate of Sweden. 

Dr GAYE (Senegal) congratulated the Director -General on the excellent work 

done within the framework of the Organization`s medical research programme. 

Greater speed in the improvement of.public health depended on the promotion of 

research - a fact of which WHO was fully aware. Accordingly, the countries of 

West Africa had set up research institutes - at the level of the inter -state 

co-- ordination organization - in the Upper Volta, Mali and Senegal, which were • working in collaboration with the Dakar Faculty of Medicine. The interest aroused 

by the work of those institutes was tremendous as there was no doubt that scientific 

research could provide decisive weapons in the struggle against the major endemic 

diseases in Africa. Mass treatment was inconceivable without very active drugs 

of low toxicity. In the case of syphilis, trypanosomiasis and leprosy for instance, 

recent progress would not have been possible without the discovery, also compara- 

tively recent, of drugs such as those currently in use. He therefore hoped that 

WHO would remain in close contact with research establishments to encourage and 

stimulate them in their work. 
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Dr MORSНED (Iran) joined previous speakers in expressing his satisfaction 

with the research programme. Al countries, whatever their degree of development, 

had benefited. There were still many gaps in scientific knowledge and he wished 

the Organization every success in its efforts to fill them. His delegation 

welcomed all the proposals and comments made in the course of the discussion and 

especially those relating to the publication of scientific reports. The Committee 

should, however, bear in mind that expense was involved and should avoid advocating 

a heavy programme of work which Members might not be willing to pay for. 

In conclusion he agreed to the amendments proposed to his delegation's draft 

resolution. 

Dr AMMUNDSEN (Denmark) congratulated the Director - General on the report and 

expressed her satisfaction with the work done. She had been gratified to see how 

the research programme had enhanced the prestige of WHO in scientific circles. 

There was a growing public awareness of the public health problems of 

urbanization, as a result of which health administrations were being faced with 

demands which they would be unable to meet until, more was known on such subjects 

as air and water pollution for instance. Her delegation would therefore support 

the draft resolution and the amendments proposed in the course of the meeting. 

Dr EL BORAI (Kuwait) joined the delegate of Iraq in supporting the draft 

resolution as originally presented. It was sufficiently comprehensive to cover 

the points raised in the discussion and needed no further explanatory paragraphs. 

The only change which might be made would be to ask the Director -General to 

submit a report not periodically, but to the Eighteenth World Health Assembly. 
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Dr FIsEK (ТUrkey) expressed his admiration of the Director - Genera, his staff 

and all the research workers concerned, for the amount acéómplished with limited 

funds. 

He agreed with previous speakers that there was no need to add to the original 

draft, not because he wished to minimize the importance of environmental health 

but because there seemed no reason why, if one subject were mentioned, others should 
еа 

not be mentioned also. He therefore favoured the draft resolution as originally 

submitted, which he would reintroduce if necessary. 

His delegation was aware that the Director -General was doing his utmost with 

the funds available but felt that he should ask forthcoming Health Assemb.ies to 

set aside more for research. 

Dr JALLOUL (Lebanon) joined previous speakers in congratulating the Director - 

General, on the conduct of the programme and on the report. His delegation was very 

much in favour of the research programme as presented by the Director -General. 

Research was essential to progress in all fields and his delegation felt that 

WHO's research effort should not be confined to medicine alone but should embrace 

all fields of public health. The draft resolution was clear on that point. 

Similarly the Organization was a most competent agency to collect and 

disseminate the knowledge obtained through research but all countries, whether 

developed or developing, had their part to play in the actual research. In his 

country, there was a research council to which the Government contributed 1_ per cent. 

of its total budget. 
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The draftresol.ution was clear on those points without amendment and -hs 

delegation would therefore support it. 

Dr КRAUS (Yugoslavia) congratulated the Director -General on an excellent report. 

His delegation shared the view that WHO co- ordination should extend to all fields 

of research. He - agreed with previous speakers that research was basic to the 

protection of public health. 

Dr WATT (United States of America) said that the course of the discussion 

clearly showed that the decision of the Eleventh World Health Assembly to develop 

an intensified research programme had been well- taken. His delegation had been 

particularly pleased at the demonstration of the world -wide interest, being itself 

of the conviction that the research programme was a tool of great importance to the 

Organization. He used that word advisedly since it reflected the true intentions 

of the Organization's founders, who had set before the Organization the single 

objective of.the "attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health" 

listing, in Article 2 of the Constitution, the tools to be used and including, 

among them-in paragraph (n), research in the field of health. 

It was clear, from the discussion, that much remained to be done. On ail 

sides, there were unsolved problems requiring the best efforts of the best brains. 

Members of the Committee had seemed at times to be speaking at cross -purposes; some 

had concentrated on - services to research, while others had mentioned certain items 

important to a country-or region, which, he felt, could be discussed more appro- 

priately in the regional committees. He was sure that all comments and suggestions 

had been noted and would be carefully studied by the Director of the Office of 



Al Т /Y &В/ i.n /9 

page 23 

Research, Planning and Co- ordination, his staff, and the Director -General. himself. 

While he did not wish to take a negative attitude to the hopes and aspirations of 

those, members of .the..Committee who had put forward amendments, he felt that the 

Committee was not the place in which to start setting specific priorities. He 

therefore appealed to the delegations which had put forward amendments to consider 

withdrawing them and putting their views to the Organization through the regional 

committees and the Secretariat, so that the Director -General could make specific 

proposals concerning them in the light of financial possibilities. 

Dr AL -WAВВI (Iraq) suggested that, to resolve any doubts which delegates might 

still have despite the repeated professions of confidence in the Director-General 

and assurance that he would consider all the points raised, an insertion might be 

made in operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution to the effect that the 

Director-General should bear in mind the discussions which took place during the 

Assembly, the sub -paragraphs remaining unchanged. 

Dr CHATTY (Syria) suggested that the delegate of Sweden should be asked to put 

his ideas regarding the publication of the reports of scientific groups into writing. 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) said that no change in the draft resolution would be required 

for that purpose. 

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL said he wished to clarify the position regarding the 

publication of reports of scientific groups. There was of course a general 

financial., problem, but there was also an element of judgement concerning each report 

individually: there had to be a decision whether or not the report was suitable for 

immediate publication. Some were not, being in the nature of interim reports. 

One report - on measles vaccines - had already appeared and others on the genetic 

aspects of insecticide resistance and on human reproduction were forthcoming. 
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There was no general policy not to publish scientific group reports. Indeed it 

was hoped to bring out as many as the available funds would permit of those 

suitable for publication. From the administrative point of view, the position 

was not very different from that of the expert committee reports. He could assure 

the delegates of Sweden, Finland and the Syrian Arab Republic +hat he would see 

how many scientific group reports could be published. 

Hе thanked all the participants in the discussion for their stimulating 

comments and suggestions and emphasized that all were being noted, as was the 

usual practice, and would be studied by the Secretariat and brought to the notice 

of the scientific groups and the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. Whether 

or not they were included in the draft resolution they would be taken into account. 

Dr CAYLA (France) said that the two amendments, formally moved by the 

delegates of Romania and Israel respectively, seemed complementary. If the delegate 

of Iran accepted them, the Committee might be able to agree on a single resolution. 

Dr CHATTY (Syria) said that he did not wish to be interpreted as mistrusting 

the judgement of the Director -General, who was well qualified to decide what should 

be published. His delegation appreciated the financial, difficulty and realized 

that it might not be necessary to publish every report but considered that if a 

report deserved publication, financial considerations should not be allowed to stand 

in the way, even if some sacrifice had to be made elsewhere. 
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Dr WEBS (Australia) opposed the suggestion made by the delegate of France, 

considering the two amendments to be contradictory in some respects. His own 

delegation supported the original draft resolution unchanged. He felt that the 

participants in the very interesting discussion might have reached the point at which 

they could vote. 

Dr FISEK (Turkey), Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and • Northern Ireland) and Dr OLGUIN (Argentina) supported that suggestion. 
Dr ORSНFD (Irian) accepted the amendment proposed by the delegate of Iraq. 

Mr SHUVAL (Israel) also accepted that amendment and withdrew that óf his own 

delegation. 

Dr EL BORAI (Kuwait) withdrew his amendment. 

Dr ALDEA (Romania) said that co- operation in the research programme was conducive 

to the development of research and that the more research workers and the more 

ins-..Ltutes in all countries involved, the better that would be for the WHO programme. 

He therefore maintained his amendment. . 

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the amendment proposed by the delegate of Romania. 

Decision: The amendment was rejected by 51 votes to 6, with 16 abstentions. 
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The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote the draft resolution as originally submitted 

by the delegation of Iran, with the amendment proposed by the delegate of Iraq - 

to insert in paragraph 3, after the words "the Director -General ", the words "keeping 

in mind the discussions that took place at that Assembly ". 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted by 68 votes to 1, with 1 
abstention. 

3. PROPOSАr FOR .TIE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WORn) NEALTI RESEARCH CENTRE: Item 2.5.2 

of the Agenda (Document А17/Р&В/8) 

The DIRECTOR - GENERAL said that the proposal for the establishment of a World 

Health Research Centre had been considered by the Executive Board at its thirty -third 

session. The Board had adopted resolution EБ33.R22 transmitting the proposal to 

the Seventeenth World Health Assembly for its information, together with the record 

of the Board's discussion; those were now before the Committee in document А17 /Р&В /8. 

The Board had also requested the Director -General to invite comments on the proposal 

from Members and Associate Memisers and to continue the study. 

Commenting on certain general features of the proposal, he said that, as he had 

stated previously, he considered the plan a logical development in the Organization's 

work on medical research. The fact must now be faced that the measures hitherto taken 

were no longer entirely adequate, despite the wholehearted assistance received from a 

great number of medical research workers in many countries. There were certain 

fundamental biomedical and health problems that not only affected the entire present 
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generation but might well be of critical importance for future generations also. 

They involved the protection of mankind against the potential dangers of the chemical 

contaminants of air,.water and foodstuffs and the possible ill- effects of new 

medicaments and biological products, and embraced problems of industrial wastes, 

atmospheric pollution, pesticides and radiation hazards in the present era of nuclear 

power. Finally, there was the question: of how better to understand, in order to fight 

more effectively, the great scourges of modern civilization cancer, cardiovascular 

disease, chronic degenerative diseases and mental illness. 

Two main considerations must be kept in mind when studying the proposal: 

The first was that the magnitude and urgency of the problems he had Cited brooked no 

delay in the implementation of adequate measures to meet them; the inadequate 

measures and tools hitherto available could no longer serve. The second consideration 

was that a research organization did not yet exist to carry out effectively the 

required investigations. He emphasized that a World Health Rësearch Centre could 

provide facilities for research far beyond the possibilities of any single country • or group of countries. Such a research effort required a truly world -wide collabo- 

rative undertaking, certain features of which must be centralized. He was convinced 

that after mature consideration of the report the Committee would find itself 

essentially in agreement with the conclusions reached by the very distinguished 

group of scientists who had prepared it. None, or at most very few, of the functions 

described under the sections on epidemiology and communications, could be performed 

at any other level than that of an international organization such as WHO, and the feed- 

back of results of such'work would be of immense importance and benefit to national 

health services and research laboratories. 
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Again, in the areas of biomedical research outlined, only one country had so far 

been able and willing to mount a large -scale research effort - and that one had tackle" 

only a fraction of the problem of mutagenic agents. That problem, and that of 

toxicities, were of very great importance to all countries, and they could best be met 

if laboratory research was firmly embedded in a centre that was actively concerned 

with complementary facets of the global problem. 

The report emphasized that fundamental research on cell control mechanisms 

must accompany the laboratory research - including work on plants, protozoa, 

microbes and mammals .- involved in the studies of mutagens and toxic agents. The 

key to insight into major communicable and non -communicable disease problems, apart 

from mutagenic and toxic actions, was the understanding of the basic mechanisms 

involved in normal and abnormal cell metabolism, cell growth and differentiation. 

The centralized effort was, however, only part of the story. National and 

other research laboratories, with which full collaboration would be established, would 

be supported and developed as part of a network of research effort. The centralized 

undertaking was a necessary condition for scientific success, and what must be worked 

for was the minimum size compatible with the ensuring of such success. Further 

studies were required on that point. 

What was proposed was a research centre concerned with long -range and changing 

problems - a permanent focus of research activity and information in a changing and 

evolving world. Far from beginning the onslaught on the problems being faced, there 

were not at present available even the methods for attacking many of them, and such 

methods - in epidemiology, communications and biomedical research - must be devised 

through basic and applied research. 
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He had noted, and fully respected, the differences of opinion expressed on various 

aspects of the proposal, but was confident that with further study and more precision 

of detail a meeting of minds would soon be arrived at, particularly on where to begin. 

The recent initiative by heads of States for international co- operative health 

ventures would find WHO fully prepared to implement the great tasks for which it was 

uniquely qualified. 

He would like to conclude with a plea for boldness of vision and action. It 

was important not to pass by or delay the opportunity to serve not just one country 

or region, but humanity as a whole, now and in the future. If the Organization 

was bold enough to take the new step, it would make an historic contribution to the 

full realization of man's capacities for physical, mental and spiritual accpmp.lishm nt 

in a world of peace and justice. 

Dr EVANG (Norway) introduced the following draft resolution submitted by the 

delegations of Czechoslovakia, Iran. Norway, Pakistan, Poland and Sweden: 

The Seventeenth World Health Assembly, 

Noting resolution ЕВ 3.R22 of the Executive Board on the proposal for 
the establishment of "h World Health Research Centre•'; 

Considering the desirability of applying the latest advances in салш unications 

science and technology under the aegis of WHO towards improving and co- ordinating 
the world -wide exchange of information on health problems and biomedical 
research; and 

Recognizing the need for intensified efforts in research in epidemiology 
and on selected, bark world health problemsy 

1. THANKS the Director -General' "°and the scientific advisers for. the study 
conducted; and 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue studies on this proposal, in 
the light of comments made by Member countries, and report to the next. sessions 

of the Executive Board, and to the Eighteenth World Health Assembly. 
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It would be seen that the draft resolution was brief and simple, and did riot require 

a final stand to be taken on the very important problem before the Committee. Its 

intention was only to confirm the Executive Board's decision. Delegates had spoken 

in favour of strengthening the Organization's work in the research field. In 

passing the resolution the Committee would be doing no more than to keep the matter 

open for further study, after which the Eighteenth World Health Assembly could take 

action. 

Professor МUNTЕNDАМ (Netherlands) said that the purpose of the draft resolution 

was the same as. that of resolution ЕB33.R22; both resolutions requested the 

Direotoz�.General to make a further study of the subject. The Executive Board had 

not rejected the proposal but had considered that further study was required. 

His delegation regretted that premature discussion was taking place in the 

Committee - the intention of the Executive Board's resolution had merely been to 

inform the Health Assembly of what had taken place. To discuss the proposal at 

that juncture might be to put it in the position of a premature baby menaced by 

serious dangers - it was important to ensure that the well -devised plan of the 

Director -General and his capable colleagues was placed in the incubator and did not 

end in the refrigerator. 

The relevant minutes of the discussion that had taken place in the Executive 

Board were reproduced in Annex II to document A17 /P&8 /8: it was clear that the 

project had advantages and disadvantages, advocates and opponents. There was a 

greater measure of agreement concerning the usefulness of such a research centre 

with respect to health information and epidemiology than with respect to biomedical 
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research. That was just one example why discussion at the present Health Assembly 

would be premature. Furthermore, it had been impossible to get a precise idea about 

the financing of the proposed centre: whether there was a realistic possibility 

of financing the total project as proposed, whether a more modest start should be made 

or whether the scheme should be kept to more modest proportions also in the future 

. to meet the objections of those at present opposed to such centralization of basic 

or applied biomedical research. There were many fundamental questions that 

required more careful study than could be given by the present Assembly., His 

delegationttherefore hoped that the Committee would agree with the aim of the draft 

resоlutiоn in requesting the Director -General to continue studies mn the proposal, 

taking into account the comments of Member States after they had had an opportunity 

to give it serious and profound study. 

Dr ARIAS STELLA (rieru) said that he was in full agreement with the case so 

clearly put forward by the Director -General for the establishment of such a centre. 

The development of new techniques and instruments had made possible the 

solution of a large number of biological problems, and had led to highly specialized 

research in narrower fields of investigation. Competition existed among research 

institutes and scientists in general, and there was a danger of losing sight of the 

more universal or more urgent problems. An analysis 'f the advances made in such 

fields as the prevention of communicable and quarantinable diseases would show that 

they had been very limited. For example, the vaccine that it had been hoped would 

finally solve the rabies problem had proved of rather limited value, .and there were 

great gaps in knowledge with respect to such diseases as cholera, malaria and 

plague. 
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Á prób em existed With regard to those people who had dedicated themselves to 

research. Industrial'interests in some economically developed countries had 

гonópolized the greatest minds for money -making purposes, while in other countries 

thеÿ were being used for invest_�.gationt that were not of world interest. 

The 0rganitation wá5 ideally plаced to tackle the most acute and urgent problems 

.df básia sand applied research, and thё establishment of the proposed centre would 

enable the c6вtribútion of the 'eutstanding scienti.fic minds to be brought ie ̀ thett1. 

He considered that th'e 0rganizatïon would be in a good position to carry out a 

large-scale mobilization of resources drawn not only from foundations interested in 

'research bit аi`so from pri:vate'industry. 

Dr MORSНЕD (Iran) said that his delegation wished to withdraw its sponsorship 

cf the joint draft resolution introduced by the delegate of Norway and asked that 

its name be i^enoved from áтóng the sponsoring delegatións, 

Professor WIDY- WLRSКY (Poland), е.�рlaining his delegation's co- sponsorship of 

the .draft resolution said that Poland had had a perience in the field under 

disзussion. Fourteen research institutes had been set up under the Ministry of 

Health in such st,bjcots as ссnсеr, maternal and child health, tuZereulosis, etc. 

The Polish Aсademy of Scices had estab ishe•d. an institute to carry out 
. 

integrated scientific studios concerning the тв medical problems. The principles 

of the Polish programme coincided in detail xv_:;z the programme envisaged by WHO. 
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It was being discussed by many specialists and experts in the country, and assessed 

in the technical literature, and after due discussion the measures to implement it 

would be established. Steps were being taken to ensure the greatest flexibility 

for all Units co- operating in the venture. 

If insufficient funds were available to implement the proposed programme, the 

first step should be to establish an information centre on medical research to 

co- ordinate national research programmes, with branch offices. 

He hoped that the Director - General would meet with success in the proposed 

venture in order to safeguard the health of the peoples of the world. His 

delegation wholeheartedly supported the proposal to continue studies on the proposal. 

Dr AL -WAHBI (Iraq) said that it could be seen from the documents before the 

Committee that the World Health Research Centre had been discussed at length in 

the Executive Board. The general opinion had been that it was somewhat premature 

to go into basic research on so large a scale. 

The question was one of basic policy. He had thought that the outcome of the 

Board's discussions had been made clear in resolution EB33.Р22, operative paragraph 2 

of which transmitted the report to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly for its 

information. The Board had not intended the Assembly tó take a decision at the 

present stage. He failed to see how the Director -General could possibly consult 

governments, and report on their replies by the next session of the Executive Board 

(in May 1964) as requested in the joint resolution before the Committee. As could 

be seen from the minutes in Annex II to document А17 /Р&B /8, he had expressed his own 
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personal cpinion as a member of the Executive Board, but he was not at present in a 

position to give his Government's views. The matter would first have to be studied 

at various levels by the different departments cencerned. To adopt the proposed 

resolution would imply that the Assembly had in principle endorsed the setting up 

of the research centre. The matter needed very careful study. 

One of his fears had been to some extent confirmed by the remarks of the 

delegate of Peru concerning the possibility of enlisting the support of industry for 

the research centre. Care had so far always been taken to keep the Organization 

above all influence but that of the governments that formed it, and donations from 

private industry had been refused. 

The cost of maintenance of a world research centre might in a few years' time 

approach the amount of the Organization's entire annual budget, the increased level 

of which had itself been criticized by some delegations. Although the work 

envisaged was excellent, consideration of it at present was premature. 

Dr EL BORA' (Kuwait) recalled that he had already expressed his delegation's 

views about thё establishment of a World Health Research Centre in his statement on 

the medical research programme earlier in the morning. Those views were (1) it was 

at present too early to consider the establishment of such a research centre; 

(2) in the meantime, his Government would continue its contribution to the Special 

Account for Medical Research 

Dr CAYLA (France) expressed his delegation's appreciation of the Director - 

General's introductory statement, and of the studies he had undertaken with the 

scientific advisers, who had produced an excellent document. 
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Although some health research could be undertaken at country level, other types 

were 'better carried out, and some could only be carried out, on the international 

level. A health information centre would be particui arly useful in defining methods 

of observation and in collecting, assembling, using and disseminating 'available 

information 

Easi c epidemiological research was an activity that could only be done at wor:Ld 

level; it was. impossible to see an eТ)idemiologi al problem as a whole on the basis 

of information limited to a•single country 

By undertaking such delicate and expensive activities as the establishment вΡnd 

maintenance of supply of certain strains of -microbes or viruses, or breeds of 

laboratory animals, internaticnal ге сa.}r':h '°,y an international centre could he of 

great service to the world An international centre could also assist co-operation 

between fundaental research workers in all countries. 

An attempt should not be made to cover the whole field of health research. 

Subjects should be chosen that would benefit most from being dealt with at a world 

level, or that could be dealt with only at that level, and that were of particular 

immediate interest.. Priorities should therefore be established._ The mutagenic 

effects of various environmental factors would be a particularly interesting subject. 

for an international centre. Trie European Organization for Nuclear Research was a 

good example of a centre that had tackled research beyond the capabilities of 

individual countries 

le supported the joint draft resolution, and hoped that studies on the subject 

would be continued; his delegation would await with interest the report that would 

be presented tb the Eighteenth World Health Assembly. 
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Professor GOOSSENS (Belgium) agreed with the delegate of the Netherlands in 

considering that it was too early to discuss the establishment of a World Health 

Research Centre. More information was needed - particularly as to the views of 

governments. He wished to support the joint draft resolution, and was in favour 

of the Director -General's continuing his studies but his support for the proposal 

was not as wholehearted as that expressed by the delegate of France. He preferred 

the more cautious approach of the delegate of Iraq. He hoped that a lengthy 

discussion on the substance of the proposal could be avoided at the present stage, 

but if such a discussion developed he reserved the right to speak again. 

Dr WATT (United States of America) associated his delegation with the comments 

a_ clearly expressed by the delegate of the Netherlands. The subject was one of 

tremendous importance. It should be borne in mind that what was done should 

strengthen, not weaken, national research efforts. Many of the proposals were not 

y,Аt sufficiently understood to show whether that requirement should be met. 

One area of agreement that had stood out both in the Executive Board's 

discussions and in the Committee itself had been the question of coiunications as 

a service to research workers all over the world. Such a service would support 

national efforts. There was much less certainty however concerning other areas. 

He had thought that the joint draft resolution before the Committee would provide 

time for proper consideration of the matter; the concern expressed by the delegate 

of Iraq might have arisen as a consequence of a slight change of language from the 

corresponding paragraph in resolution EB33.R22, which requested the Director - General 
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"to . . . continue the study of this subject . . . ", rather than, as in the draft 

resolution now proposed, "to continue studies on this proposal . . . . It was his 

.understanding that the Committee was discussing a subject rather than a concrete. 

proposal, and he wondered whether the point could be met by re- •substituting the 

word ''subject" for the word "proposal ".. 

In resolution EB33.R22 the Executive Board had decided, on Professor Canaperia's 

suggestion, to invite comments from Associate Members, as well as from Member States, 

and he considered that that provision would be appropriate in the present case also. 

His delegation therefore proposed that paragraph 2 of the joint draft 

resolution should be amended to read: 

2. REQUESTS the Director- General to continue the study of this subject, 

in the light of comments made by Member States and Associate Members, and 
report to the next sessions of the Executive Board, and to the Eighteenth 
World Health Assembly. 

In requesting the Director -General to report to the Executive Board and to the 

Eighteenth World Health Assembly, his interpretation was that the Committee would not 

at present predict when such a study would be completed but that the question should 

form the subject of continuing report until the Board was able to make a specific 

recommendation. 

Professor ZDANOV (Union of Soviet.Spcialist Republics) said that he had listened 

with great interest to the statement made. by Professor Muntendam who had so brilliantly 

opened the debate on the item. 
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The idea of the establishment of a World Health Research Centre was most 

interesting and deserved careful consideration. However, in the documentation, 

the aims of the centre had not been made sufficiently clear, the relationship that 

would exist between the centre and national institutes had not been clearly defined 

and no indication had been given as to what tasks would be entrusted to the centre 

and which left to national institutions. Moreover, the method of financing had 

not been sufficiently well worked out. A certain number of delegates, and • 
particularly the delegate of Iraq, had already expressed concern in that connexion. 

Moreover, the creation of the centre would necessitate changes in WHO's research 

policy and programme. However, the Director- General should continue his valuable 

work on the idea, for new and varied sources of funds might materialize - and in 

that connexion he had on a previous occasion drawn attention to the resources that 

would be liberated if disarmament could be achieved. That did not seem so 

impossible, after the successes already achieved - for instance the Moscow Treaty 

on a Partial Ban on Nuclear Tests. For that reason, the Organization should be 

prepared. 

The delegation of the Soviet Union supported in principle the draft resolution 

contained in P&B/� оnf.Doс. No..11, but proposed two minor amendments. First, in 

the second preambular paragraphs, the latter part of the phrase should be deleted, 

namely " . . . towards improving and co- ordinating the world -wide exchange of 

information on health problems and biomedical research ". Secondly, as it was 

uncertain how much time would elapse before the Director -General was able to submit 

his report to the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly, the words "next 

sessions of the" and "Eighteenth ", occurring in operative paragraph 2, should be 

deleted. 
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Dr VYSOHLID (Czechoslovakia) said that, in the opinion of his delegation, 

the Director -General's proposal to establish a World Health Research Centre, 

represented a high point in the Organization's activities. It could accelerate the 

development of science throughout the whole world and deserved the closest 

consideration. The document presented by the Director -General was in the nature of 

a preliminary draft, and the details of the proposal still needed to be worked out. 

To enable that to be done was the aim of the draft resolution, of which his 

delegation was one of the sponsors. 

The report submitted by the Director -General concentrated on the problems 

whose solution would contribute most to an advancement of knowledge. It was 

rightly proposed that the centre would be concerned with the' most serious 

communicable diseases, and the main degenerative diseases, and that in its programme 

particular attention would be given to basic research work in, for instance, energy 

paths in living organisms, the relationship between the structure and the functions 

of protein molecules, and malignant transformation. It should be stressed that the 

basic research programme was orientated towards important problems relating to the 

improvement of the conditions of man's life on earth. Not less important was the 

attention given in the report to the use of mathematics, statistics, and modern 

methods of processing information. 

The proposal before the Committee was progressive and showed the way to 

achieve, under conditions of peaceful co- existence, more rapid improvement of the 

health of mankind. The delegation of Czechoslovakia therefore supported the idea 

put forward by the Director -General. 
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Dr PEREZ MAZA (Cuba) said that his delegation supported the resolution 

requesting the Director -General to continue studies on the proposal to establish 

a World Health Research Centre. Nevertheless, despite the interest which all 

countries had in the development of medical research, it was not practical to 

establish such a centre at the present time. The enormous financial outlay which 

would be required for the creation of the centre would be out of proportion to the 

economic resources of the developing countries. Instead, the Organization should 

develop and stimulate co- ordination between the existing national research centres 

and should establish a central body to direct and advise upon the research'work 

to be carried out. 

Dr OLGUIN (Argentina) said that his delegation attached great importance to 

the proposal to establish a World Health Research Centre for which the Organization 

would have fundamental responsibility. It merited further consideration both by 

the Organization and by individual Member States. The delegation of Argentina 

therefore supported the proposal to continue the studies, as had been suggested by 

the delegate of the United States, and was of the opinion that reports should be 

submitted.to future meetings of the Executive Board and of the World Health Assembly 

on the progress of such studies. 

Dr RAQUE (Pakistan) observed that all delegates were agreed upon the need to 

strengthen and stimulate work in the field of research. What the Director- General 

had proposed was a methodology which required proper examination: the Organization 

should study the matter thoroughly, from the technical as well "as from the national 

point of view and in the light of the discussions which had taken place at the 

Executive Board and the Committee. Until further information was available, the 

Government of Pakistan, for one, would not be prepared to commit itself. 
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Nevertheless, he supported the idea in principle and fully agreed with the 

amendments proposed to the draft resolution by the delegates of the United States 

of America and of Iraq. 

Dr CHADHA (India) said that he was not sure whether the Organization should 

set up a centralized World Health Research Centre or whether it should establish 

regional and field stations where studies could be carried out. It might be 

preferable if the Organization encouraged governments to collaborate in studies 

that would stimulate the growth of research institutions in the various regions 

and countries. In any event, the implications of the proposal before the 

Committee should be examined carefully: WHO, by dealing with research directly, 

might enter into competition with national institutes and the enthusiasm of certain 

countries might well be dampened if they lost their best men to the world centre. 

The delegation of India, therefore, although not definitely opposed to the 

establishment of such a centre, was not altogether convinced that it was advisable. 

It would, however, support the draft resolution before the Committee as there was 

a need for continuing study of the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN, adjourning the meeting, announced that the Committee would resume 

discussion of the item on Monday, 16 March 1964. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 


