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DECENTRALIZATION OP THE UNITED NATIONS 

ACTIVITIES 

The Executive Board in resolution EB29.R46，
1

 entitled "Decentralization of 

United Nations Activities": General Assembly resolution 1了〇9 (XVI)， requested 

the Director-General to study co-ordination with the regional economic commissions 

and "to report the results of his study to the Executive Board at its thirtieth 

session, together with his recommendations". 

Work of the regional commissions in the economic field 

The Economic Commissions of the United Nations for Asia and the Far East (ECAPE) 

for Europe (ECE) for Latin America (ECIA) and for Africa (ECA) are concerned 

principally with technical co-operation in matters of trade and industry. However, 

they also have given attention to questions of housing standards， water resources 

standards and pollution sponsoring for example international assistance to the 

Mekong river project and to Nigeria for the development of the Volta river. 

Periodically, the Commissions have convened conferences on statistics. The World 

Health Organization (WHO) has collaborated in all these activities as appropriate. 

Work of the regional economic commissions in the social field • 

The majority of the social programmes of the regional commissions are carried 

out through concerted action in which WHO has a considerable part. 

Community Development, ECAFE and ECA have been particularly active in this 

field; they have carried out research and have sponsored regional meetings 

• and conferences; social affairs staff attached to the secretariat of these 

commissions have taken part in country projects, to which WHO has given 

assistance. 

Housing, The establishment of the concerted action in this field in i960 

will tend to increase the collaboration which WHO has already established 

with the regional economic commissions. 
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UrbariízationvJ.. The Ш〇 Regional Office for Europe (EURO) is collaborating 

with ECE on studies of urban development, which are aLso relevant to the 

housing programme； WHO took part in studies of the urbanization problems 

in Latin America with which ECIA was associated in 1958, in similar studies 

conducted in Africa in the same year and with the United Nations Conference 

on Urbanization sponsored by ECAFE in its region. Since I960, ECA 

increased its activities in this field, in association with WHO and other 

interested specialized agencies. 

Education and Training. A regional conference on African Education and 

Training was held in Addis Ababa in April I960, sponsored jointly by ECA 

and the United Nations Educational^ Scientific and Cultural Organization 

( U N E S C O a n d in which WHO co-operated. ‘ A series of meetings sponsored 

by ECIA and UNESCO on the place of education in economic development 

(1959-1961) led to arrangements for extending the integrated programme 

on education and training in Latin America, and WHO is participating in 

the regional conferences oh education and training in Latin America being 

convened by UNESCO and ECÏA, in association with the Organization of American 

States. 

Industrialization. The greatly expanded programme of the United Nations 

for industrial development includes activities on its social aspects, in 

which WHO is expectGd to take part. 

Work of the regional economic commissions in development planning 

EC LA has established training programmes in development planning and, since 

1958， in conjunction with the Organization of American States and the Inter-

American Development Bank, has sent joint advisory groups to assist governments 

in formulating their development plans. WHO and other specialized agencies 

concerned have been associated as appropriate with this work and PASB/AMRO, in 

co-operation with ECLA^ have provided training in public administration for health 

officials and training in health for public administrators. 

A Latin American Institute for Economic and Social Development has been 

established in Santiago de Chile early in 1962. PASB/AMRO was closely associated 

with its planning. It is directed by a governing council composed of members 
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appointed by eight Latin American states， ECLA, the 工nter-American Development 

Bank and the Organization of American States. At its ninth session in June^ 

ECLA's Committee of the Whole will consider the establishment of a permanent 

advisory committee representing ECLA, the 工nter-American Development Bank and 

"other organizations substantially contributing to the activities of the 

Institute", to advise on the activities of the Institute and on с〇一ordination• 

This proposal, already discussed in ACC, would link the specialized agencies 

directly with the work of the Institute. 

ECA and ECAFE decided at their recent sessions to set up institutes 

patterned on that of ECLA, and invited the interested specialized agencies to be 

represented at the meetings which will determine their structure and. programmes. 

WHO will be represented at the ECA meeting of experts on the establishment of 

the African Economic and Social Development Institute (Dakar, 11-15 June 1962) 

and has expressed interest in co-operating with the ECAFE sub — committee on the 

establishment of the Asian Development Institute. 

Co-ordination of WHO activities with the regional economic commissions 

WHO is already collaborating with the regional economic commissions in the 

various fields in which common action is indicated, e.g. community development, 

housing，urbanization, water resources; both through the ACC machinery set up for 

the purpose of concerted action and through ad hoc arrangements
9
 e.g. the par-

ticipation in missions, etc. 

Recent developments within the field of economic and social planning at 

national level warrant， however, an extension of WHO co-operation with the regional 

economic commissions. The Executive Board and the World Health Assembly have 

repeatedly indicated the need for relating planning in the field of health to 

general socio-economic planning. 

Regional economic commissions are being given an important role in overall 

national planning. Some of them have established planning institutes for training 

staff in national planning and V/HO
1

 s participation in these courses would help 

in creating in trainees an awareness of the importance of health in economic 

development and enable health administrators to bo trained in national planning. 
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The commissions are also sending planning missions to countries to help them plan 

their overall programme for socio-economic development. Experienced WHO health 

administrators sent as members of such missions would ensure that health aspects 

of socio-economic planning are taken into account. The Organization has 

participated in this way in missions organized by the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development. 

The relationships between the regional economic commissions and WHO are 

determined by two inter-related needs; that for developing national health 

services at the various levels of community organization as well as the need to 

attend to the health implications of socio-economic development,, such as the 

health of workers in industries, air and water pollution and the health hazards 

arising from land reclamation and irrigation projects. 

Because of these considerations, it is imperative that the Organization 

follow closely both health aspects of the work of the regional economic commissions, 

seeking to foster the planning of health services, concomitantly with the planning 

and development of other sectors of national development^ while attending to 

health implications of development by taking timely steps to safeguard the health 

of the communities involved. 

The Organization is currently studying the following methods of 

collaboration : 

(i) the appointment of its own representatives to collaborate closely 

with the commissions at their headquarters； 

(ii ) the participation of WHO in the orientation in health of economic 

planners and of public health administrators in the methodology of socio-

eсonomiс planning； 

(iii) the assignment of staff to accompany planning missions to countries, 

so as to ensure that the health aspects of national planning are duly 

taken care of； 

(iv) ministers of health are b'edng encouraged to create health planning 

units to work in close co-operation with other health units and with 

national central planning boards or their equivalents ； 

(V) it is also contemplated that WHO regional offices whenever feasible, 

develop health planning units consisting of a team which would follow up 

matters and advise governments bn national health planning. 


