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1. TRIBUTES TO THE LATE DR S. SYMAIv, DFT,T;GATE OF ISRAEL 

HOMMAGE A LA MEMOIRE DU DR S. SYMAN, DET,F,GUE D ISRAEL 

The PRESIDENT: The meeting is called to order. 

As the delegation of Israel was unable to attend our plenary meeting this morning 

I should now like to offer to them, in my own name and on behalf of the Assembly, 

sincere condolences on the death of Dr Syman. You will allow me, on this occasion, to 

recall briefly the life and career of our late friend. 

Dr Shaul Syman was born in 1909. He studied medicine in Berlin and had lived in 

Israel since 1933. He worked as a general practitioner for the Workers Sick Fnd and, 

in 1949, joined the Israeli Ministry of Health whore he served successively as District 

Health Officer, Assistant Director -General and Deputy Director-General until 1960, when 

he was appointed Director -General. Dr Syman had attended all the World Health Assemblies 

since 1950 and, in 1961, he was nominated by his country to serve on the Executive 

Board and was elected Rapporteur of the thirtieth session of the Board. He was sincerely 

devoted to the ideals of WHO and made a valuable contribution both as a delegate and as 

a member of the Executive Board. Dr Syman leaves a wife and a daughter in Israel. 

I now call on the delegate of Israel to say a few words. 

Dr RАРНАЦ, (Israel): Mr President, the delegation of Israel which is still under 

the very shock of the sudden and untimely death of its head, Dr Shaul Syman, is deeply 

moved by the expression of sympathy which you were kind enough to pronounce on behalf 

of the Assembly and on behalf of yourself. I shall not fail, Mr President, to convey 

your words to my government and to the bereaved family. Israel has lost a central 
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figure of its health service. The World Health Organization has, I believe, lost a 

devoted friend who never failed to stand by with advice and for many years took an 

active part in its work, as his o�..,�n philosophy of life could not do otherwise than fit 

into the conception and aims of this Organization, which are the well -being of human 

beings and the furthering of ways and means which bring the world nearer to its goal. 

2. STATEMENT BY ТHE DELEGATE OF RWANDA 
DECLARATION DU DELEGUE DU RWANDA 

The PRESIDENT: I now recognize the delegate of Rwanda, who has not yet had the 

opportunity of addressing the Assembly and would like to do so now. The delegate of 

Rwanda will please come to the rostrum. 

M. GАSHАKAMBA (Rwanda) : Monsieur le Président, Mesdames, Messieurs, je tiens 

tout d'abord à excuser ma délégation de son arrivée tardive, due à un malentendu. Malgré 

cela, je suis particulièrement heureux de représenter mon pays qui, pour la première 

fois, assiste à l'Assemblée de l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé. Je remercie l'OMS 

d'avoir accueilli la Répute ique rwandaise en son sein en qualité de Membre de plein 

droit à la date du 7 novembre 1962. Le ter juillet 1962, le Rwanda accédait à l'indépen- 

dance dans la dignité et la paix, sous la direction de son Président, Son Excellence 

M. Grégoire Kayibanda. 

Je tiens ensuite, Monsieur le Président, à vous féliciter chaleureusement à l'occa- 

sion de votre accession aux hautes fonctions que cette assemblée vous a confiées. 

L'autorité avec laquelle vous dirigez les débats prouve suffisamment la sagesse du choix 

qu'ont fait les délégations présentes. 
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Je m'adresse maintenant à М. le Directeur général élu à l'unanimité au poste de 

Directeur général de l'Organisation. Cette unanimité est la preuve éclatante de la con- 

fiance que nous avons en vous. Ма délégation vous présente ses plus vives félicitations 

et nous sommes certains que, sous votre haute direction, de nouvelles initiatives et 

d'éclatantes réalisations verront le jour. 

Le ter juillet 1962, le jour mémе de la célébration mémorab e de notre indépendance, • vous nous avez envoyé votre délégué personnel pour vous informer de tous nos besoins im- 
médiats et urgents. Nous avons en mémoire les précieux conseils qu'il a bien voulu nous 

donner à cette occasion, notamment de garder intacte, autant que possible, l'infra- 

structure sanitaire ainsi que l'équipe de médecins et techniciens belges qui avaient 

assuré notre service médical, parfois en des circonstances difficiles, durant la période 

d'autonomie. Pendant la période de tutelle, la Belgique avait doté mon pays d'un réseau 

d'hôpitaux et de dispensaires, ainsi que d'écoles médicales, d'infirmières et d'assistants 

médicaux. Je saisis l'occasion de rendre hommage à la Belgique pour ses réalisations 

ainsi que pour l'aide en personnel qu'elle continue de nous accorder. 

Cependant, maintenant que nous avons en main nos propres destinées, les temps ont 

changé. Depuis. l'expérience récente de l'indépendance, nos populations, á 90 á rurales, 

dans un mouvement d'opinion vraiment révolutionnaire, se sont montrées extrémement 

ouvertes aux progrès de la médecine et de l'hygiène moderne. Aussi nos besoins se sont -ils 

accrus. Le nombre de nos médecins est encore insuffisant et il existe une pénurie aiguë 

de médicaments. 
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Nous remercions 1'0М5 de l'aide déjà accordée par l'envoi d'une équipe consultative, 

composée d'un médecin, d'une infirmière et d'ui ingénieur sanitaire. Nous espérons recevoir 

à la fin de cette аΡnnéc l'équipe polir l'opération P.M.I. et composée d'un pédiatre, d'une 

infirmière de santé publique et peut -�tre d'une infirmière monitrice. 

En ce qui concerne l'enseignement médical, la formation de nos cadrés d'infirmières 

et d'infirmiers ainsi que d'auxiliaires, mon pays a adopté un système tout nouveau en 

liant la formation technique à. la formation générale des candidats. Pour ce qui est de 

l'enseignement médical supérieur, mon pays a résolument opté pour la formule de formation 

des médеeins sur place, du moins en oe qui concerne l'enseignement des sciences de base. 

Il serait souhaitable que l'OiS mette à notre disposition des bourses d'études aux candi- 

dats qui suivront les cours de la faculté de médecine qui ouvrira ses portes à Butaré à 

la fin de l'année en cours et nous accorde au moins un professeur. 

Je voudrais maintenant dire un mot de l'état de santé de nos populations. Nous devons 

faire face à trois grands problèmes de santé au Rwanda, notamment celui de la tuberculose, 

celui de la malnutrition et celui de la lutte contre le paludisme. C'est bien la tuber- 

culose qui nous préoccupe le plus. Le Bureau régional de Brazzaville nous a déjà envoyé 

un expert sur place pour :étudier les meilleures formules d'aide à envisager. Des plans 

d'opérations ont. déjà été dressés. Malheureusement, nous pourrons supporter difficilement 

les frais récurrents de tout plan opérationnel dans l'avenir immédiat. La mémo remarque 

vaut pour l'éventuel plan de pré -éradication du paludisme. 
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Je voudrais me résumer, Messieurs, afin de ne pas abuser de votre bienveillante 

attention. Mon pays entrevoit avec une certaine angoisse l'avenir. Certes, si une aide 

latérale nous est acquise pour notre enseignement médical supérieur, notre approvision- 

nement en médicaments et en matériel scientifique est, par contre, gravement compromis. 

Je pourrais continuer encore longtemps sur ce ton et parler d'autres graves et urgents 

besoins en matière de santé que connaît mon petit pays surpeuplé, situé en plein coeur 

de l'Afrique. Mon gouvernement compte sur votre compréhension et vous assure de sa con- 

fiance et de sa reconnaissance. Je vous remercie de votre attention. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Gashakamba. 

З. CLOsUBE 0F THE sиsslON 
CLOTURE DE LA SESSION 

The PRESIDENТ: A number of delegates have asked to speak. I now recognize the delegate 

of Argentina. 

Le Dr OLGUÎN (Argentine) (traduction do l'espagnol) : Monsieur le Président, 

Messieurs les délégués, chers amis, les délégations des pays d'Amérique m'ont confié 

l'honneur de les représenter á la tribune de cette honorable assemьlée. C'est avec une 

profonde conviction qu'en leur nom et au nom de l'Argentine, mon pays, j'exprime notre 

satisfaction unanime à l'issue de ces réunions, qui ont toutefois été assombries par le 

douloureux événement qu'a été la mort du Dr Syman, délégué d'Israël. 

Monsieur le Président, l'Assemb ée mondiale do la Santé constitue en soi un événement 

de la plus haute importance. Elle représente la conjonction d'opinions, d'aspirations et 

de décisions de tous les pays du monde, unis pour servir un idéal commun d'amélioration 

de la santé. Elle est la résultante de l'effort universel pour le bien de l'humanité. 
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Cette année en particulier, qui est celle du quinzième anniversaire de l'Organisation 

mondiale de la Santé, si l'on contemple rétrospectivement sen évolution et le chemin par- 

couru depuis le jour do sa naissance, rien n'est plus réconfortant ni plus agréab e que de 

se sentir partie intégrante de cette véritab e famille, toujours plus nombreuse, de nations 

unies par un idéal commun. L' ad missi__;n de n uveaux Etats repr4ésente le grand appert 

humain de leurs populations, et lo stimulant permanent qui anime la vie et l'action. Pour 

cette marche ascendante de l'Organisation, nous tenons à exprimer nos félicitations au 

Directeur général. 

Monsieur le Président, cette Seizième Assemblée mondiale de la Santé marque un nou- 

veau jalon; le programme de ses travaux a été vaste, important, voire difficile. Elle a 

examiné les plus grands problèmes de santé du monde, elle a discuté des orientations doc- 

trinales et de la politique sanitaire, elle a donné forme à des activités futures et im- 

portantes. Nous pouvons affirmer qu'elle s'est déroulée, du point de vue humain et 

technique, à un niveau éleцé d'idéals et de réalisations, qu'elle a adopté des décisions 

d'une importance capitale et que, comme épilogue, à l'issue de ses séances s'affermit la 

profonde conviction de l'efficacité е la tache accomplie, de l'harmonie inaltérable et 

de la concordance des objectifs finals, du renforcement des sentiments d'amitié et d'union 

entre les peuples. Dans tout cela i1 vous est úchu, Monsieur le Président, une lourde 

respcisabilité, et vous avez mis à son service des qualités de caractère, d'intelligence 

et d'habileté à conduire les débats, Pour votre action, je me permets, au nom de toutes 

les délégations des pays d'Amérique, de vous exprimer notre profonde satisfaction, notre 

sincère reconnaissance, et nos félicitations. 
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The PRЕSI 'ANТ: Thank you, Dr Olguin. I now recognize the delegate of 

Sierra Leone. 

FI�DL ̂.Y (Sierra Leone): i,г President, -r Director-General, fellow delegates, 

ladies and gentlemen, my delegation has been asked to speak on behalf cf the I'iember 

States in the African Region, and I thank our colleagues for this honour which l s 

been conferred on ny country. 

To begin with, our initial thanks go to you, Mr President, for the very able 

and efficient manner in which you have conducted the proceedings of this í ssambly. 

You have demonstrated in no stall measure your capacity for hard work and leadership - 

sufficient to justify te unanimous confidence of this Assembly in electing you to 

the high and distinguished office of President of the .assembly. .de are vary proud 

of your achievement. 

We also take this opportunity to express our thanks and appreciation to you, 

Mr Director -General, and your staff. The great intеr3st shown by you and yeur team 

in the affairs of the World Health Organization and your devotion to duty have served 

to make the Organization a dynamic specialized agency of the United Nations. On 

behalf of my African colleagues, I congratulate you, Мr Director -General, and your 

staff, for the very able way in which this . sse ,гΡbly has been carried on. 

Last, but by no means least, I wish to thank delegates of Member States for the 

cordiality any_ understanding which have characterized the debates and discussions 

both in the committees and plenary sessions. Ue appreciate the great interest which 

you have shown in public health matters affecting Member States in the African Region, 

and we sincerely hope that the bend of international co- operation in the field of 

health will continue to find eloquent expression in the years that lie ahead. 
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1Ir President, Director -General, fellow delegates, ladies and gentlemen, on 

behalf of the lamber States of the African Region, I thank you once again, and we 

rest assured that the deliberations which hava taken place during this Assembly will 

continue to contribute to the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level 

of hзalth. 

The PRSIDЕ т: Thank you. I now call on the delegate of India. 

Dr Sushila NAY_'.R (India) : 1Ir President, on behalf of the countries of the 

South -_mast :sia Region of :'i�J, I wish to extend our grateful thanks to you for 

conducting the deliberations of the Sixteenth World Health ..ssembly in a most able 

and dignified manner. Thanks to your wise and business -like handling of the heavy 

agenda, and the hard work put in by the Chairmen, Secretaries, Rapporteurs and members 

of the two main committees - the Committee on Programma and Budget, and the Committeе 

on Administration, Finance and Legal Natters - we have concluded our work a day earlier 

than was expected. Please accept our thanks and congratulations. 

I also thank the Director -General and his colleagues for the hard work they have 

done in preparing the excellent background papers which enabled delegates to study the 

problems and make up their minds about the various important issues that came up before 

the Assembly. Our thanks are due to the Secretariat, the interpreters, and the 

innumerable persons who have been working behind the scenes night and day to make a 

success of this session. The promptness with which the sui агу records and reports 

were prepared and circulated speaks volumes for the hard work put in by them. I 

wonder how much sleep they have had during the last three weeks. I hope our gratitude 
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and warm tribute might relieve their fatigue a little, for I understand they have 

another week of hard work before them in connexion with the meetings of the Executive 

Board and other allied matters. 

The delegates to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly also deserve our thanks 

and congratulations for the very constructive suggestions made by them and the 

constructive attitudes and spirit of co- operation which enabled the Assembly to have 

unanimity or near unanimity on so many important resolutions. The Sixteenth World 

Health Assembly, Mr President, has some noteworthy achievements to its credit. 

Firstly, it was, I understand, the first time that WHO has given careful and 

detailed consideration to the problem of drugs and drug standards. The tragic and 

terribly harmful results of the use of thalidomide by pregnant women focused attention 

on the dangers of releasing new drugs for use without adequate careful experimentation 

for testing their pharmacological properties. The Assembly is to be congratulated 

on the resolution adopted in this respect, as well as on the one regarding the 

studying of ways and means of ensuring a high standard in respect of all drugs, 

whether for domestic use or for export purposes. 

Secondly, Mr President, the technical discussions this year have focused 

attention on a very important matter - the training of physicians to meet the needs 

of our times. I hope the report of the discussions will be carefully studied by 

Member governments, and they will make use of the ideas therein to suit their own 

needs and circumstances. The resolution highlighting the need for assisting the 

emerging countries in respect of training and other health needs is also a most 

welcome one. 
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'Thirdly, Ir President, the resolution on the African Regional Office and 

allied matters is a landmark in the history of WНO. If we are to work for a healthy 

world, we must plan for humanity as one unit, all nations being equal members 

thereof, and we must meet their health needs, both physical as wец as mental and 

emotional. The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters deserves 

our warm congratulations on presenting to the Assembly an excellent resolution in 

this respect, dealing with the vexed problem of racial discrimination in terms of 

health, and I congratulate the Assembly on the unanimous adoption of this resolution 

for all practical purposes. 

Finally, I must thank the Member States of my Region for the honour they have 

done me in selecting me to speak on their behalf. I might mention incidentally, 

Mir President, that, now that the South -Fast Asia Region has shown the way by having 

a beautiful new building for the regional office, we are all looking forward to the 

day when the headquarters office will have the same facilities. 

With these words, Mr President, I once again thank you and all others who 

have made such a success of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly. 

The PRESL'1;NТ: Thank you, Dr Sushila Mayar. I now call on the delegate of the 

Unit d К±n d m of Great Britain ana Northern Ireland. 

Sir George GODB�R (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): 

Nr President, this Assembly has been very fortunate in various ways, but I am sure 

every delegate would agree that at its very outset it performed an act which ensured 

such a result by unanimously electing you as its President. We thank you, sir, for 
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the dignity, efficiency and courtesy with which you have conducted our formal 

proceedings. Perhaps the warmth and friendliness of our meetings on less formal 

occasions have meant almost as much to us all. The Sixteenth President of the 

World Health Assembly has been a worthy successor to the illustrious figures of 

earlier years. Nay I express the thanks of the European legion to you and your 

three Vice- Presidents, and the Chairmen of the Committees, who have played their 

part also with distinction. 

The Director -General and all his staff have earned once more our gratitude for 

their unfailing courtesy and helpfulness, and for the quality of the information 

• and guidance they have supplied. This year we must surely be allowed a special 

expression of esteem, and, indeed, affection to Dr Candau, whose acceptance of another 

five years of office has given not only this Assembly, but also the world, confidence 

in the future of the Organization. 

Once more, Switzerland and the Canton of Geneva have welcomed us, and we are 

grateful to them. 

Finally, the interpreters have been skilful, patient and accurate, and every 

speaker or listener here is deeply indebted to them. 

This last day has indeed been saddened by the death of our friend and colleague, 

Dr Syman, of whom you, Ar President, and the delegate of Israel have spoken so 

movingly. But we are glad to have good news of the progress of our other two 

colleagues, Dr Hourihane and Nr Saito . 

The PPЕSIDЕNТ: Thank you, Sir George Godber. I now call on the delegate 

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
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Professor ZDANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from the 

Russian): Mr President, fellow delegates, on behalf of the delegations of the Soviet 

Union and of a number of other countries, I should like to thank you, Dr Majekodunmi, 

for your able and successful leadership of our Assembly. The Assembly was over- 

loaded with a multitude of problems. Many of those problems were very complex, but 

nevertheless all delegates were able to express their opinions and conclusions, and 

in this way we have collectively taken a number of serious and necessary decisions. 

I should like also to thank the Vice- Presidents of this Assembly, the Chairmen 

of the Committees and the Rapporteurs and to express particular gratitude to the 

Direct r- General, Dr Candau, for the efficient work which has ensured the success of 

this Assembly. 

Finally, I should like to thank the technical staff of the Secretariat and the 

translators and interpreters for their good technical support for our work. 

We have before us many important and difficult tasks, but the spirit of co- 

operation which has been shown at this Assembly gives confidence that the World Health 

Organization will continue to make the greatest possible contribution to the solution 

of health problems throughout the world. 

v 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Professor Zdanov. I now call on the delegate of Iraq. 

Dr AL -WAHEI (Iraq): Mr President, honourable delegates, on this occasion I. have 

the privilege and honour to speak on behalf of the delegation of Member States of the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly. 
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Mr President, at the fourth plenary meeting of this Assembly I had the pleasure 

of congratulating you, sir, and your Vice- Presidents on your election to your high 

ffïce. At that time I made the statement that I was convinced that under your 

leadership and guidance the deliberations and labours of this session would be brought 

to a happy and successful conclusion. I am very happy to say that this has become 

a reality. It seemed to us old- timers that our agenda was a heavy and difficult 

one, but thanks to your wisdom and tact it was resolved to the satisfaction of all 

concerned. Important and complicated questions were solved and agreed upon in a 

nigh spirit of co- operation and compromise, living up to the tradition and prestige 

of our beloved Organization. Programme matters were studied, discussed, scrutinized 

and decided on in a spirit of fraternity and mutual understanding. We adopted the 

highest budget in the history of our institution, indicating the normal and healthy 

growth and progress we all wish for. The problems of education and training of 

health personnel at all levels, and especially in connexion with the topic of assis- 

tance to the newly- independent and emerging and developing countries, have been • rightly highlighted. The old and traditional problem of combating communicable 

diseases, with its new aspect of eradication, has not been neglected. The Technical 

Discussions, thanks to the General Chairman, Dr Shousha, and his collaborators, have 

been the most stimulating and successful ones that I have attended so far. 

During this Assembly, we were fortunate to hae our Director -General, Dr landau, 

at the head of our administration for another term of office. This Assembly is to 
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be congratulated indeed for its unanimous decision on this matter. Mr President, my 

association with Dr Candau, from the moment he stepped into this Organization, has 

been on all levels of the work of our institution. I think this qualifies me to 

make this statement about his unique and pleasant personality, at this juncture. 

Mr President, with your permission, I should like to take this opportunity to 

reaffirm the friendly and cordial relations that exist between us Member States of 

the Region and our Regional Director, Dr Tаba, and his staff, and thank them for 

their valuable help and assistance. 

In conclusion, Mr President, it gives me great pleasure to extend our thanks 

and gratitude to you, sir, the Vice -Presidents, the Chairmen, Vice -Chairmen and 

Rapporteurs of the committees, the representatives of the Executive Board, the 

Director -General, Deputy Director -General, Assistant Directors -General, the Regional 

Directors and all members of. the Secretariat, those who have been with us and those 

who have not been seen by us. May we always achieve success and happiness in our 

collective endeavours for better and even higher standards of health all over the 

world. 

My friends, I wish you all a happy journey home and a prosperous future. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Al- Wahbi. I now recognize the delegate of 

Western Samoa. 

Dr THIEME(Western Samoa): Mr President, distinguished delegates, ladies and 

gentlemen, as delegate of the youngest Member of the Western Pacific Region I have 

the honour, on behalf of the Region, to say a few words on the closure of the 

Sixteenth World Health Assembly. 
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Firstly, we are extending our congratulations to you, the President of the 

Sixteenth World Health Assembly, and to your Vice- Presidents, for the efficient way 

in which they have carried out the difficult task of presiding over this Assembly. 

Further, it is my privilege to pay tribute to the Director -General and his staff for 

the great effort and hard work they have performed to make this Assembly a successful 

meeting. 

This is my first visit to the World Health Assembly and I must say that it is a 

great experience. In a few hours we shall be all dispersed to our own countries and 

I wish all the distinguished delegates bon voyage. Nay the results of the 

Sixteenth World Health Assembly be most beneficial to all of us. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Thieme. 

We now come to the closing of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly and, although 

we shall require more time in which to assess the achievements of this Assembly, I 

think, even at this stage, we have every reason to be satisfied with the results of 

our deliberations during these past three weeks. There have, of course, been a few 

disagreements, but these only help to emphasize the large areas of understanding 

which exist among all delegates. Indeed, disagreements there are bound to be, but we 

all know that, no matter what political or religious creed wг_ambrзc�.indivídua11у, 

our objectives are the same, that is, the promotion of the health and happiness of 

all peoples. If we occasionally differ in our method of approach, that simply 

reflects the measure of the impatience we all feel individually for the attainment 

of the noble objective of our Organization. I, personally, have been greatly 

impressed by the spirit of co- operation and mutual respect which pervaded all our 

discussions. This was possible because every delegate was genuinely and sincerely 

seeking after the truth. 
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This Assembly has taken many important decisions which will undoubtedly give 

impetus to the health services of Member States. The World Health Organization 

decided on the total eradication of malaria at the Eighth World Health Assembly, 

which was held in Mexico Cit> in 1955. Although certain obstacles, like insecticide 

resistance among vectors and drug resistance among parasites, have tended to delay 

the eradication programme, these obstacles are happily being overcome. Global 

eradication of malaria can be said to be now in sight. Already, regions with over 

168 million inhabitants are now in the consolidation phase of malaria eradication. 

In all these areas where eradication has been successfully accomplished there has 

been a drastic decline in morbidity and mortality, accompanied by a greatly acceler- 

ated level of productivity and economic well- being. The eradication so far achieved 

has already brought happiness and prosperity to many millions. It is therefore with 

pleasurable anticipation that we in Africa look forward to the accomplishment of the 

malaria eradicat.:on campaign which is now just beginning in our Region. Its success- 

ful completion will usher in a new era of health and prosperity for our people and 

so enable them to contribute more effectively to the enrichment of human civilization. • 
Many other problems are still in the process of being solved. The World Health 

Organization campaigns for the eradication of other communicable diseases like 

smallpox, leprosy, tuberculosis and yaws still remain to be accomplished. The 

execution of these and other health projects requested by Member States could be 
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speeded up if the necessary funds were available. The scientific knowledge and 

techniques required to grapple with these problems are already available, but the 

Organization will require additional funds to enable it to carry out all the projects 

requested by Member States, all of which have been judged technically sound and 

have been rated as of high priority. In this connexion I should like to appeal to 

the wealthier Members of our Organization to increase their financial support to the 

Organization to enable these undertakings to be speedily accomplished. In all 

matters concerning health, the old adage, "Bis dat qui cito dat" 
- 

"Hе gives twice 

who gives quickly" 
- has a special and significant meaning. 

The necessity to intensify the training of medical and paramedical personnel, 

particularly in the developing countries, has again been emphasized in this Assembly. 

The pharmacological evaluation of pharmaceutical preparations is a field in which 

it is generally agreed that the World Health Organization has a vital role to play, 

and. our Organization's responsi_ it ity in this respect has once again been emphasized. 

The Technical Discussions this year were well attended and aroused considerable 

interest among delegates. The subject, it is true, was one reflecting the concern 

of most delegates, conscious as they are of the fact that the inadequacies in training 

of doctors in social and preventive medicine constitute a basic obstacle to the 

development of well-balanced health services. One hundred and eight persons, 

representing eighty -seven countries and eight non -governmental organizations, took 

part in these discussions, which is an evidence of the keen interest they aroused. 
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During this session our Organization has moved further towards universality. 

The Republic of Algeria and the States of Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Jamaica, Trinidad 

and Tobago became Members of the World Health Organization during the past year and 

took part in the Assembly for the first time. Two new Associate Members, Kenya and 

Mauritius, were also admitted. The Assembly has special satisfaction in seeing a 

Member who had long been inactive, namely Hungary, resume participation in the 

Organization's activities. It is to be hoped that in future this universality of 

our Organization, which is already so remarkable, will come still closer to embrace 

all the nations of the world, so that the Organization can truly justify its name of 

the World Health Organization. 

When I visited the site of the headquarters building, I was greatly impressed 

by the progress which has been made since the foundation stone was laid by the 

President of the Fifteenth World Health Assembly, Dr Kurasov. This Assembly has 

already signified its determination to make this building a fitting and dignified home 

for our Organization. I pray that we may be spared not only to see it completed but 

also to use it for a longtime for the advancement of the work of the World Health 

Organization. 

Our Organization has been fortunate to secure the services of Dr Candau as 

Director- General for another term. As you will recall, his appointment was approved 

in plenary session by a secret ballot. The complete unanimity with which this 

approval was signified is in itself the greatest tribute to the services which 

Dr Candau has rendered to the Organization during the past ten years in which he has 

been Director -General. I have had the opportunity of seeing Dr Candau at close 
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quarters during this Assembly and I can fully endorse the compliments which have 

been uniformly paid him by all delegates. I have been greatly impressed by his 

patience, his administrative ability and his exceptional versatility. 

I wish to refer now to the Deputy Director -General, Dr Dorolle, who, although, 

as you will observe, he sits on my left, has in fact been my right -hand man during 

this Assembly. Through his guidance, we have kept strictly to the Rules of 

Procedure and observed the Constitution of the Organization to the letter throughout 

our deliberations. His knowledge of the proceedings of the Assembly is profound. 

I have greatly valued his services and the constant courtesy with which they have 

been offered. I wish to thank him very much indeed for his contribution to the success 

of the Assembly. I wish al. to thank the other members of the Secretariat staff, 

the translators, the secretaries, who have made the work of the Assembly run so smoothly. 

I have been fortunate to have such very charming and co- operative Vice- Presidents. 

My thanks are due to them for their assistance in presiding over the Assembly 

meetings and for their support at the meetings of the General Committee. 

I should like to thank the Chairmen and the Rapporteurs of the main committees, 

whose work has contributed greatly to the success of this Assembly. They have 

managed their committees with such tact that disagreements were few, as a result of 

which the work of the committees was completed ahead of schedule. 

I should like to take this opportunity to pay a deserved tribute to the members 

of the committees. I have followed the debates in these committees with great 

pride. Even the most delicate issues, which had been expected to arouse emotions, 

were approached by all speakers with such objectivity, dignity and loftiness of view 

as to reflect great credit on our Organization. 
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Finally, I wish to say how happy I am to have had the honour and privilege of 

being President of the Assembly. This is an honour the recollection of which I shall 

always cherish with pride. I should like to record once again the gratitude of my 

country and of the other newly emerging nations of Africa whom you have honoured 

by my election. 

I should like to wish you all a safe return to your homes and happy reunion 

with your loved ones. In the words of the old refrain: "The music is ended, but 

the melody lingers on." 

The Sixteenth World Health Assembly is now ended. 

The session closed at 5.30 p.m. 

La session est close à 17 h.30. 

• 

• 


