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1. DEVELOРMENТS°IN ACTIVITIES ASSISTED JOINTLY WITH UNICEF: Item 2.12 of t}-ië.._, 

Agenda (Resolution EB31.R32; Document А1б /Р&B /8) (continued) 

Dr SHAMI (Jordan) said that he would like to express not only his gratitude 

to UNICEF for the assistance provided in malaria eradication, maternal and child 

health programmes and other fields, but also his satisfaction at hearing that UNICEF 

planned to continue this type of assistance; the more so since his Government would 

be requesting UNICEF help in the establishпiént of an adequate rural health service. 

Dr GHANI -AFZAL (Afghanistan) said that his country was particularly grateful 

to UNICEF for help in maternal and child health, malaria eradication, and rural 

health programmes. 

Dr KEIТА (Guinea) said that UNICEF had given effective and timely aid to his 

country in the establishment of a maternal and ohild health programme. A first 

group of social workers had been trained. A. pilot maternal and child health centre 

to be opened shortly at Conakry would also serve as a training school for medical 

auxiliaries; and further help had been promised by both WHO and UNICEF in establishin„ 

training programmes for midwives, social workers, nurses and other auxiliary personnel.. 

UNICEF had also assisted his country with transport and medical supplies, and WHO, 

had provided a technical expert to set up a public health programme. His country 

particularly appreciated the speed with which UNICEF supplied substantial and regular 

assistance. 

i 
Dr MONTALVAN (Ecuador) expressed his appreciation for the assistance given by 

UNICEF in various public health.programmes, particularly malaria eradication rind, 

tuberculosis control. A mass vaccination campaign had been carried out and a 
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tuberculosis centre, equipped by UNICEF, gave various courses and received fellows from 

other countries of Latin America. UNICEF was also assisting in an integrated programme 

of public health, in leprosy control, and in a milk hygiene programme. He hoped 

sincerely that UNICEF's contribution to WHO's work would continue at the present level. 

Dr LAMBIN (Upper Volta) said that he had no words to express his country's 

appreciation for the help given by UNICEF in leprosy control and the establishment of 

' maternal and child health programmes. The manner in which the aid had been provided 

should serve as a model to other organizations. 

Dr LOFRUSCIO (Paraguay) said that UNICEF had provided, in the years 1961 -1962, 

more than eight laboratories for clinical analysis, and equipment for education and. 

training. It had assisted in malaria eradication and in the development of the 

maternal and child health services, particularly in rural areas; the success of the 

latter programme was demonstrated by the statistics showing that infant mortality had 

fallen from 102 per thousand live births in 1958 to 30.3 per thousand in 1961. There 

had been an improvement in environmental sanitation, and the campaign against endemic 

goitre had been intensified. UNIC±n?'s assistance to the malaria eradication campaign 

was well -known. But he would make special mention of its help in a plan for 

nutrition education, in which FAO, UNESCO and WHO were also collaborating. For all 

those benefits, his country was sincerely grateful. 

Dr AIDEA (Romania) said that it was a matter of great satisfaction to his 

delegation that the Executive Board of UNICEF had raised the percentage for educational 

and vocational training from 0.93 per cent. in 1961 to 7.32 per cent. in 1962, since 
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this was a. field in which the developing countries had particularly severe problems 

to face. He hoped that UNICEF would be governed in its provision of assistance Ly 

principles of a fair geographical distribution of the assistance it gavé, bearing in 

mind the social and economic situation and the morbidity rates of the various countries. 

Dr GANGBO (Dahomey) said that his country was grateful for the rapid and effective 

aid provided by UNICEF in malaria eradication, the control cf yaws and leprosy, and 

the development of maternal and child health services. A matter of grave concern to 

his Government was the fact that the nursing school, which had been built with the 

help cf France, and completed in 1962, сoii1- not be used for lack of equipment. In 

view of the fact that, at the present rate of growth, the population of his country 

could be expected to double within the next twenty -five years, the need for increasing 

numbers of trained nurses was apparent. He sincerely hoped that UNICEF would be able 

to provide assistance in this matter. 

Mr BOLYA (Congo, Leopoldville) reiterated the thanks of his delegation to UNICEF 

already expressed in plenary session. The difficulties his country had had to face in 

providing for the destitute after the painful accession to independence had been 

increased by an influx of refugees from Angola and Rwanda. Had it not been for the 

assistance of UNICEF, many people, particularly small children, would not have survived. 

Not only had UNICEF helped with the maintenance and improvement of prenatal and 

child clinics, but it had also equipped a pilot maternal and child health centre in 

Leopoldville that would serve as a model for similar centres to be set up in the towns 
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and even in rural areas. UNICEF had also provided teaching material for auxiliary 

personnel and had given support to the training of social workers. He was happy to 

take this opportunity cf conveying his country's appreciation for UNICEF aid. The 

assistance of the international organizations was precious for the developing 

countries because it was disinterested and was extended through the normal government 

channels. 

1r MAMAS -NADO (Central African Republic) said that UNICEF aid had been 

particularly valuable in campaiгtns against leprosy and yaws; it was also being given 

for the equipping of a nursing school and maternal and child health centres, se that 

training could proceed in proper conditions. Furthermore, the endemo -epidemic disease 

control services relied almost entirely on the transport provided by UNICEF. The 

imроrtance of UNICEF help to specific projects, particularly in Africa, could not be 

over -emphasized. 

He noted with satisfaction the excellent collaboration between WHO and UNICEF, 

but hoped that some means might be found whereby requests could be dealt with without 

administrative delays. The need for UNICEF to obtain the technical advice of WHO 

before granting such requests might sometimes involve a delay that would hold up, for 

example, a vaccination campaign by months or even by years. Judicious co- ordination, 

and quicker implementation of health projects, would enable the African countries to 

obtain the maximum benefit from UNICEF assistance. 

Mr F1 (Morocco) said that his delegation had noted with satisfaction the close 

collaboration between UNICEF and WHO and UNICEF's policy in adopting itself to the 

evolution of public health services, in particular the recognition that child health 
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services were an integral part of the more general public health services. Also 

welcome was the growing emphasis laid by UNICEF on education and training and 

nutrition - fields in which the developing countries required particular assistance. 

Valuable assistance had been provided by UNICEF in Morocco in connexion with 

communicable diseases, eye diseases, and venereal diseases, and also in training of 

medical and paramedical personnel. QгΡ�ite recently the help given to the Institute of 

Public Health had made it possible to train doctors in. social and preventive medicine 

and also the auxiliary teams so necessary for the country's programmes. 

The report before the Committee was very encouraging. He appreciated the 

importance for UNIСEF of a planned policy within a wider framework, but hoped that 

this would not entail the discontinuance of present forms of assistance, since the 

developing countries also had their plans and priorities. The malaria eradication 

camраign in Morocco, for instance, was to enter the attack phase in 1965 and would 

be largely dependent on UNICEF supplies. He therefore hoped that the new trends 

would intensify the traditional fields of assistance, while extending and diversifying 

them. 

The CHAIRMAN called upon the Deputy Director -General to reply to points raised 

during the debate. 

Dr DOROТТR, Deputy Director -General, assured the Committee that the Secretariat 

had taken note of all the points raised; he would comment on a few of them. The 

request from the delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for information 
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regarding the geographical distribution cf aid given by UNICEF to WHO projects would 

be met in the following.year; the basis would be the report on projects by area 

distribution submitted by UNICEF to the Economic and Social Council of the United 

Nations. With regard to the issue raised by the delegate of Nigeria, he said that 

the Programme Co- ordination unit already established in the Secretariat had precisely 

the function of co- ordinating the different aspects of the technical relationships of • WHO with UNICEF and other agencies. It was felt that the need for advice to 

individual countries on possible sources of assistance from agencies, foundations and 

other bodies for programmes in the health field would be met by the increase in the 

number of WHO country representatives, each of whom would be competent to supply the 

necessary information and suggest the best means of utilizing whatever sources were 

available. 

He noted that concern had been expressed over the shifting of UNICEF policy from 

individual projects, such as malaria eradication, to a general programme for the 

betterment of the condition of children, and that this concern had been reflected in 

the proposed amendment to the draft resolution. He also noted the suggestions of 

delegates as to activities where UNICEF co- operation would be valuable: smallpox 

control, improvement of water supply and investigation into food handling, including 

the adulteration of food. Most of these activities were already undertaken by WHO 

or other specialized agencies, alone or jointly; in the latter case, close cоllaboration 

was ensured at the highest level by a joint committee. He assured the delegate of 

the United States of America that his comments on the factors affecting the condition 

of children would be borne in mind in the preparation of programmes. 
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The CHAIRMAN invited the representative of UNICEF to make a closing statement. 

Sir Herbert BROADLEY (United Nations Children's Fund) thanked all those speakers 

who had expressed their appreciation for the assistance provided by UNICEF; their 

thanks and their comments would be transmitted to the Executive Director. He felt 

that the statement of the Executive Director, as quoted in paragraph 2.1 of document 

A16 /P &В/8, had given rise to some misapprehensions. The shift of UNICEF policy did 

not imply that assistance would henceforth be spread thinly over a much wider field; 

aid would still be given to individual projects, but each would be considered against 

a wider background. The effect of urbanization, industrialization and other factors 

of modern life that produced increasing strains tending to disrupt the family, must 

all be taken into account. Therefore the purpose of UNICEF would be to give, to the 

maximum possible extent, co- ordinated aid to the recipient countries. Нe sympathized 

entirely with the view expressed by the delegate of the United States that the condition ' 

of children and young people was affected vitally by the condition of their parents 

and other members of the community. After lengthy debates in the UNICEF Executive 

Board, that view was gaining the support of the majority and, consequently, the aim 

of UNICEF was gradually becoming the provision of aid from which children would 

benefit: the role of UNICEF was to play its part in ensuring for the rising 

generation a fuller life on this planet. 

Dr SENTICI (Morocco), Rapporteur, read out the text of a draft resolution: 

The Sixteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on developments 

in activities assisted jointly with UNICEF; 
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1. NOTES the Report of the Director -General; 

2. ENDORSES the views expressed by the Executive Board at its thirty -first 
session, with particular emphasis on UNICEF's continued support of programmes 
for the establishment of basic health services, and for mass control and 
eradication campaigns against communicable diseases, and the importance of 
assistance to malaria eradication activities, particularly in Africa; and 

3. EXPRESSES its satisfaction with the continuing close and efficient 
co- operation between the two organizations in jointly assisted programmes. 

10 
Dr RAQUE (Pakistan) read the text cf a proposed amendment to the draft resolution, 

sponsored by his delegation and that of Tunisia, which was to add a new operative 

paragraph reading: 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General to transmit to UNICEF the concern of 
WHO, in that any change in policy which might reduce material assistance 
to joint UNICEF/WHO activities would adversely affect the health and welfare 
of children. 

Dr FARAH (Tunisia) said that the amendment was proposed not because of any 

misunderstanding of the statement made by the Executive Director of UNICEF but because 

it had already been decided by the UNICEF Executive Board to discontinue assistance 

to some malaria eradication programmes. 

Dr ALDER (Romania) proposed the insertion of the words "education and training" 

after "basic health services" in the middle of paragraph 2 of the draft resolution. 

Sir Herbert SROADLEY (United Nations Children's Fund) mentioned that the words 

"change in policy" in the proposed amendment might be misleading and prejudicial to 

its intention. Perhaps it would meet the Committee's point if the resolution were 

merely to refer to WHO's concern that any reduction in material assistance would 

adversely affect the health and welfare of children. 
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Dr FARAH (Tunisia) accepted the sugE st3on merde be the representative of UNIС F.. 

Dr IAQUE (Pakistan) also accepted the suggestion. 

Decision: 

(1) The amendment proposed by the delegates of Pakistan and Tunisia, 
as amended, was approved. 

(2) The amendment proposed by the delegate of Romania was approved. 

(3) The draft resolution, as amended, was approved as a whole. 

2. JOINT FAO/WHO рНОGЕА]1гvIЕ ON FOOD STANDARDS (CODEX ALВ'/IEiNТARIUS) : REPORT 0г 
THE JOINT FAQ/ WHO CONFERENCE ON FOOD STANDARDS: Item 2.11 of the Agenda 
(Resolution ± s31.R34 and Official Records No. 124, Annex 17) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the representative of the Director- General to introduce 

the item. 

Dr GRUNDY, Assistant Director -General, said that the relevant documentation 

consisted of resolution EB31.R34, which contained a draft resolution for the 

consideration of the Health Assembly (reproduced on page 20 of Official Records No, 1'?;1;. 

and of Annex 17 to the same volume. 

Tracing briefly the course of procedural events that had led to the adoption cf 

resolution EB31.R)4, he said that the Executive Board had had before it at its 

twenty -ninth session a report of the Director - General relating to the creation of a 

joint FAQ/WHO programme on food standards and the assumption by the two agencies of 

the activities of the European Council of the Codex Alimentarius. 
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Pursuant to resolution ЕВ29.R23 and to resolution 12/61. of the eleventh session 

of the FAO conference, a joint FAO/WHO committee of experts had been convened in 

Geneva in October 1962. To meet the wishes of FAO, it had been given the amended 

title of "Joint FAi/Wii Conference on Food Standards ". The report cf the Conference, 

which had been attended by representatives of forty -four Member countries, of either 

or both the two organizations, and cf twenty -four international organizations, was 

reproduced as Appendix 1 to Annex 17 of Official Records No. 124, and it would be 

seen that it had made in еffoct Five main recommendations. 

Firstly, the Conference had endorsed a proposal for a joint FAO/WHO programme 

on food standards whose principal organ would be the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

Secondly, the Director -General of WHO was requested tc communicate that 

endorsement to the Executive Board and the Health Assembly. 

Thirdly, the Conference had adopted for the work of the proposed Codex Alimentarius 

Commission the guide -lines sot out in the part of the report reproduced on pages 68 -72 

cf Official Records No. 124. 

Fourthly, it was proposed, subject to endorsement by WHO, that the first session 

of the Commission should be held in Rome in June 1963. With relsard to that 

recommendation, the present position was as follows. A note had been sent out by the 

Director -General of FAO in late March and early April 1963 informing Member governments 

and interested organizations of the proposed date of the meeting; copies of the note 

had also been sent to governments that were Members of WHO but not of FAO. As soon 

as the Health Assembly, cri the recommendation of the present Committee, formally 

endorsed the joint programme, invitations would be dispatched in the names of the 

Director -General cf the two organizations. 



A 16 /Р&В/ 'tin/В 
page 12 

Fifthly, the Conference had noted the financial provisions for the joint 

programme, namely, that a special Trust Fund administered by FAO had been set up in 

accordance with Articles 8 and 9 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

The operating expenses of the Commission and of the Secretariat members of FAO and WHO 

directly serving it were to be defrayed from the Trust Fund, contributions to which from 

participating countries would be accepted only through, or with the approval of the 

governments concerned. Thus the proposals were for the time being without budgetary 

implications for WHO. However, it should be noted that some governments had indicated 

that they would prefer to see the cost borne by the regular budgets of FAO and WHO 

instead of by the Trust Fund; that matter was to be reviewed by the FAO Conference 

at its twelfth session, in November 1963. If the FAO Conference should decide to 

modify the metnod of financing, the Director -General of FAO was to consult with the 

Director -General of WHO, who would study the proposals and submit them to the appropriate 

'bodies of WHO. That matter was referred to in paragraph 4 of the draft resolution 

recommended to the Health Assembly in resolution FR31.Rз4 of the Executive Board. 

As to the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the guide -lines 

(pages 68 -74 of Official Records No. 124), the Committee would wish to note in the first 

place that both were in form and substance as approved by the Directors- General of FAO 

and WHO. The purpose of the Codex Alimentarius as described in the guide -lines was to 

constitute a collection of internationally adopted food standards presented in a unified 

form, with the two -fold aim of ensuring fair practices in the food trade and protecting 

the oonsumerts health. It was intended to include in time all the principal foods and 

the whole range of food additives and contaminants, together with rules on food hygiene. 
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Regarding methods of work, the Commission would depend upon draft standards 

prepared by ad hoc working groups and by outside bodies. Its function was essentially 

one of distribution and co- ordination except in the stages of producing a definitive 

form, and publishing, a standard. The needs both for world -wide standards and for 

those mainly of interest to a specific region were provided for. The procedures for 

the consideration of draft standards by governments, and for their acceptance of • standards approved by the Commission, were described in paragraphs 32 -37 of the guide- 

lines. On approval by the Commission, standards were to be communicated to Member 

governments of FAO and WHO through those agencies, with an invitation to indicate 

whether they were acceptable, and when, in the view of the Commission, enough government 

acceptances had been received, the standards were to be published in the Codex 

Alimentarius, together with a list of accepting countries. 

A point of special interest to the Committee would be the high priority recommended 

for food additives. In that connexion he drew attention to paragraph 41 of the report 

of the Joint FAO/vIII Conference (Official Records No. 124, page 71) and also noted that • food additives headed the summary list of priorities contained in paragraph 58 of the 
report. 

In conclusion, he stressed that the governing bodies of FAO had on several 

occasions indicated the great importance they attached to WHO's participation in the 

work er food standards. They regarded such participation as highly desirable for 

three reasons: firstly, because of its obvious health aspects; secondly, because 

many countries dealt with food standards through their ministries of health; and 

thirdly, because WHO's membership included several interested countries that were not 

at present Members of FAO. 
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The CHAIRMAN, after stressing the importance of the proposed joint FAO/WHO 

programme on food standards, which would unify and develop the work being done in 

individual countries, invited the representative of FAO to address the Committee. 

Mr CRAPON de CAPRONA (Food and Agriculture Organization) said that after the very 

full introduction by Dr Grundy he could only emphasize the satisfaction of the 

governing bodies of FAO at the launching of the joint programme with WHO and express 

on behalf of his Director -General every hope for its full success. 

With regard to financing, he confirmed that any proposal made by the FAO 

Conference for a change in the present method would be communicated by the Director - 

General of FAO to Dr Candau, for submission to the WHO Executive Board and the next 

Health Assembly. 

Dr DAELEN (Federal Republic of Germany) said that her delegation endorsed the 

recommendations contained in resolution EB31.R34. Her Government was ready to 

co- operate in the proposed joint programme and to contribute to the regular budget for 

the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission according to the approved scale of 

assessments. She hoped that a final agreement would soon be reached so that the 

work of the Commission could go ahead. 

She stressed the view of her delegation that programmes on food standards should 

be concerned only with protecting the consumer and should not be influenced by economic 

or political considerations. 

Dr SCHINDL (Austria) said that his delegation was particularly interested in the 

present item, as his country had been concerned with the Codex Alimentarius since the 

beginning. General provisions, methods of sampling and analysis, and standards for 
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some foodstuffs had been published by the European Council cf.Codex Alimentarius 

a few weeks ago, and other standards were in preparation. He had represented his 

Government at the Joint FAO/WНO Conference on Food standards in 1962 and favoured in 

principle the establishment of a Codex Alimentarius Commission, but had a few remarks 

to make. 

Firstly, traditions, past developments and present situations with regard to food 

standards differed from one region to another and it would not be possible in the near 

future to obtain many relevant results for a Codex Alimentarius on a world -wide basis. 

It would be preferable for the time being to concentrate on work at the regional level, 

in which good results had already been obtained. 

Secondly, more attention should be given to protecting the health of the consumer 

and to ensuring that he could really know what he was buying. He also agreed with the 

other main purpose of the proposed Commission - the development of the food trade. 

Experience in Austria, however, showed that care must be taken not to interfere with 

private competition. In that connexion he referred to Article 8 of the proposed 

statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, which provided that contributions to the 

Trust Fund from which the operating expenses were to be defrayed could be accepted only 

through or with the approval of the government concerned. In his view it would be 

preferable to lay down that only direct contributions from governments might be 

accepted. 

When arrangements for financing were reviewed by the FAO Conference later in the 

year, careful consideration should be given to whether all the expenses of preparatory 

work on draft standards undertaken by existing regional groups could not be defrayed by 

the Commission, as otherwise countries participating in such groups would have to meet 

those costs twice over. Such a decision in favour of work on a regional basis would 

accelerate the pace of the programme as a whole. 
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In the light of the above observations he proposed the deletion of paragraph 4 

of the draft resolution recommended by the Executive Board in its resolution ЕВЗ1.RзК 

and the insertion in its place of three paragraphs reading as follows: 

4. EXPRESSES the hope that the Codex Alimentarius Commission will give priority 

to the health aspects in its work and will further preparatory work on a regional 

basis; 

5. REQUESTS the Director- General to take steps to ensure the fullest 

participation of WHO in the proposed foods standards work; and 

6. REQUESTS the Director- General to submit a further report on the progress 

of the work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

Dr DOUBEK (Czechoslovakia) said that his Government would like to participate 

actively in the proposed programme. Czechoslovakia both imported and exported food 

products and his Government was interested in the establishment of standards - 

particularly standards of hygiene - in order to facilitate international trade. It 

already had considerable experience in that regard: as long ago as 1937 it had 

published a national food code and since the Second World War it had started the 

publication of handbooks on food quality standards and uniform methods of analysis, 

which included principles of food hygiene. Control of food products was now highly 

developed, and the centralized direction under the socialist regime facilitated the 

solution of questions of principle, including those connected with prophylaxis. No 

special food code commission had as yet been established, but the authorities 

responsible for disease control measures had at their disposal a committee of experts 

whose work was in effect a contribution to the preparation of a food code. He 

therefore considered that Czechoslovakia was in a position to make a positive 

contribution to the proposed programme. 
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Regarding the programme of work, he considered that the foodstuffs to be 

considered by the Codex Alimentarius Commission should include beverages, particularly 

soft drinks and, as far as alcoholic drinks were concerned, beer and other hop products; 

and that it should also consider the question of food additives. 

Dr КRUISINGA (Netherlands), commenting on resolution ЕВз1.R34, said that his 

delegation was in agreement in principle with operative paragraph 1, which provided for 

the establishment of a joint FAO/WHO programme on food standards and of the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission. It was important, however, in that connexion to bear in mind 

the consideration of the extent to which that commission could and would serve the 

interests of the regional group. As the Committee was aware, the Codex Alimentarius 

had been an Austrian initiative and had originally been intended as a purely European 

undertaking to safeguard public health and to protect consumers against frauds in the 

food trade. The setting up of a European Council of the Codex Alimentarius had given 

rise to difficulties, and it was accordingly most gratifying that the work could now 

continue under the auspices of FAO and WHO. It would be necessary to clarify the point 

of whether the purely European activities would also be promoted under the special Trust 

Fund referred to in Article 8 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

He wondered, furthermore, whether it would be possible for WHO to expand its work 

on food standards and to be remunerated for such additional activities by that trust 

fund. It was essential for it to be clearly understood that work undertaken on the 

Codex Alimentarius was primarily intended to serve as a measure for the protection 

of health. 
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He foresaw certain difficulties arising out of paragraph 2 of the Executive 

ard's proposed resolution. Indeed, while reference was made in that paragraph to 

the adoption of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, which included 

Article 8 relating to the special Trust Fund, the operative paragraph 4 of that same 

resolution requested the Director- General to report to the thirty -third session of the 

xecutive Board on the outcome of the review of the method of financing the work of 

the Commission to be made by the FAO Conference in November 1963. It seemed therefore 

somewhat premature to approve the principle of the Trust Fund. 

His delegation's view on that point was further strengthened by the general 

principle, to which his Government subscribed, that all WHO's activities should be 

financed by the regular budget and not by means of special accounts. Acceptance of 

Article 8 of the Statutes might, moreover, give rise to possible difficulties as a 

result of contributions from non - governmental sources that might not reflect govern- 

mental policy in a particular matter. Any contribution by his Government to the work 

of the Codex Alimentarius at the outset should not be taken as implying unqualified 

approval of the procedures envisaged. He would urge the Director -General to 

investigate further the points to which he had called attention, and particularly the 

possibility of WHO including activities relating to the Codex Alimentarius under its 

regular budget. 

Commenting on Article б of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, he 

requested clarification as to the type of subsidiary body it was envisaged that the 

Commission might establish. He wondered whether the European group would be included 

among such bodies, and whether there was any guarantee that the necessary funds 

referred to would be available. 
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He supported the amendment proposed by the Austrian representative. 

Dr CHADHA (India) said that his delegation fully endorsed the recommendation in 

resolution EB31.R3k regarding the establishment of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

It was most important that international standards should be drawn up for all food- 

stuffs and beverages; in particular questions of food additives, colouring matters 

used, and methods of processing foodstuffs should be considered. 

. The matter was of intense concern to his own country. He recalled that for 

some years past a central committee for food standards, dealing with all natural and 

processed foodstuffs and beverages, had been functioning in India, and that work was 

still continuing. Although the occasional difficulties that had arisen in the past 

owing to the discrepancies in standards as between the various countries were to some 

extent to be expected, and were dependent on differing conditions, mutually acceptable 

international standards were desirable, not only for the primary purpose of health, but 

also in the interests of the import and export trades. 

Dr гг URY (Switzerland) said that his delegation supported the considerations 

raised by the Austrian representative. 

It was his own experience that food standards showed great divergencies as between 

countries and regions. Undoubtedly the establishment of accepted standards at regional 

level afforded more immediate possibilities of success as compared with world -wide 

international standards; in fact, tangible results were already apparent in that 

sphere. It was therefore essential not only to provide for regional consideration of 

the problem at the request of the Codex Alimentarius Commission but to preserve the 

right of regional bodies to initiate such study. 
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Mr CRAPON de CAPRONA (FAO) said that he had nothing to add at the present juncture 

to the discussion that had taken place. 

Dr DOROT,T,R, Deputy Director -General, noted that general agreement existed on the 

need for achieving standardization. Comments had been made on the resolution adopted 

by the Executive Board and reservations had been expressed at certain provisions in the 

Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, which had been adopted by the FAO 

Conference. 

It would not be appropriate for any reply to be given to the various questions 

that had been raised in the Committee without previous consultation with FAO and 

without taking legal opinion. He accordingly suggested that, in order to allow for 

that, further consideration of the item should be deferred until later in the session. 

The CHAIRMAN considered the suggestion made by the Deputy Director- General to be 

sound. Following such consultation, the Committee would resume consideration of the 

item and decide what recommendation to formulate to the Health Assembly. 

The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m. 


