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1. REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT OP THE MALARIA ERADICATION PROGRAMME: Item 2.3 of the 
Agenda (Resolution EB31.R31; Documents А1б/Р&В/3> Parts I and II,
A16/P&B/WP/2 and Al6/P&B/WP/3) (continued)

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Committee for the honour it had conferred upon him by- 

electing him as its Vice-Chairman. He asked Dr Sushila Nayar, as Chairman of the 

Working Party set up to consider the amendments proposed to the draft resolution 

contained in document Al6/P&B/WP/2, to introduce document AI6/P&B/WP/3.

Dr NAYAR (India) read out the draft resolution contained in document Al6/P&B/WP/3, 

as follows:

The Sixteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the development 
of the malaria eradication programme;

Noting that the objectives of the co-ordinated plan for continental Europe 
had been successfully fulfilled in that all the remaining malarious areas had 
reached the consolidation phase by the end of 1962;

Noting the outstanding progress towards eradication reflected in the 
millions of people shifted during the past year from the attack to the 
consolidation phase mainly in South-East Asia and in the Americas; and

Recognizing that administrative and technical problems like inadequate 
health services, particular epidemiological patterns, insecticide resistance or 
behaviouristic changes of the vectors, as well as parasite resistance to drugs, 
may delay the progress of malaria eradication in certain areas,

1. INVITES governments to pursue with vigour the eradication programmes to 
their planned conclusion and to collaborate with neighbouring countries on a 
regional basis to permit progress to be made on a broad geographical area and 
for mutual protection against re-introduction of the disease;
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2. RECOMMENDS, in countries without the administrative and public health 
facilities for full implementation of malaria eradication programmes, the 
parallel development in a flexible way of a minimum public health service on 
the basis of total coverage, to support effectively such programmes during the 
consolidation and maintenance phases;

3- REQUESTS the Director-General to provide appropriate assistance for the 
study and solution of the technical difficulties found in problem areas and 
to pursue research into the development of methods to overcome the technical 
difficulties encountered in malaria eradication;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to study the present position in regard to 
the implementation of the malaria eradication programme, its achievements, 
shortcomings and prospects, including the provision of adequate staff and 
finances for the global eradication programme, and. to submit a report on
the matter to the World Health Assembly as early as possible; and

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to report further progress in the malaria 
eradication programme to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly.

An attempt had been made to accommodate the various views expressed during the

previous meeting. A small change had been made in the fourth paragraph of the

preamble. Operative paragraph 2 was a new one incorporating the amendment proposed

by the delegate of Norway, and operative paragraph 4 included the amendment proposed

by the delegate of the USSR.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr Nayar for her presentation of the draft resolution.

Dr ALAKIJA (Nigeria) suggested that the words "... behaviouristic changes . . ." 

in the fourth paragraph of the preamble be amended to read "... changes in the 

behaviour . . .".



Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, Secretary, agreed to that amendment.

Dr KEITA (Guinea) pointed out that operative paragraph 2 related only to existing 

programmes, whereas it was important first of all to start work in countries that had 

no such programmes. He proposed that the paragraph be amended to include a reference 

to all the countries capable of embarking immediately upon an eradication programme.

Dr NAYAR (India) said that the phrase "parallel development” had been introduced 

deliberately, since it took into account countries at all the different stages of 

development with regard to the malaria eradication programme: some had entered the 

consolidation phase and some the maintenance phase, while others were only just 

beginning the attack phase and yet others had not begun their programmes at all.

The aim of the paragraph was to enable all countries whose administrative and public 

health facilities were not yet adequate for full implementation of malaria eradication 

programmes to develop the latter programmes parallel with the basic minimum public 

health structure.

Dr DOLO (Mali) supported the amendment proposed by the delegate of Guinea. The 

word "progress" at the end of the fourth paragraph of the preamble also implied a 

reference only to existing programmes, and he proposed that it be amended to read 

"... effective development . . .".

Dr TCHIKOUNZI (Congo, Brazzaville) supported the proposal of the delegate of 

Guinea and suggested that operative paragraph 1 be amended to read: "INVITES 

governments to undertake or pursue with vigour . . .". That wording would take into 

account those countries where malaria eradication had not begun.
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The CHAIRMAN asked the delegate of India, as Chairman of the V/orking Party, 

whether she had any suggestions to make in connexion with those proposals.

Dr NAYAR (India) said that the amendment proposed by the delegate of Mali to 

the fourth paragraph of the preamble would be acceptable.

With regard to the amendment proposed by the delegate of the Congo (Brazzaville) 

to operative paragraph 1, she would suggest the wording: "INVITES governments to 

undertake and pursue . . .". There should be no difficulty in accepting that wording.

The CHAIRMAN asked the delegate of Guinea whether those amendments would meet 

the point he had raised.

Dr KEITA (Guinea) said that he would accept any amendment that would make the 

intention of the resolution clear. A draft in rather broad terms might create 

difficulties for those responsible for putting the resolution into effect. They must 

be enabled to apply it without any possible misunderstanding.

Dr LAMBIN (Upper Volta) said that if operative paragraph 1 were to be amended 

to read "... undertake and pursue . . .", operative paragraph 2 would also need 

amendment, and he suggested the insertion of the word "attack," before the word 

"consolidation" towards the end of the paragraph.

Dr MONTALVÁN (Ecuador) said that the amendment proposed by the delegate of 

Upper Volta might run counter to the objective in view. To await the development of 

the public health services before beginning the attack phase would lead to delays in 

starting the programme. The point of the statements made in the Committee had been 

to lay stress on the need for the public health services in the consolidation and 

maintenance phases. He suggested that the difficulty might be overcome by the use of 

the words "... especially during the consolidation and maintenance phases".
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Dr NAYAR (india) supported the remarks of the delegate of Ecuador. The whole 

emphasis at the previous meeting had been that the development of the basic health 

services should not be made a pre-condition for beginning malaria eradication programmes. 

It was possible to start the attack phase by recruiting staff specifically for that 

purpose, and that had been done by most countries concerned; but there must be 

sufficient basic services to take over when the consolidation and maintenance phases 

had been reached. While she agreed with the inclusion of the word "undertake" in 

operative paragraph 1, she did not think it necessary to insert the word "attack" in 

operative paragraph 2. Perhaps the explanations given by the delegate of Ecuador 

and herself would persuade the delegate of Upper Volta to withdraw his proposal.

Dr EVANG (Norway) and Professor ZDANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 

supported the remarks of the delegates of Ecuador and India.

The CHAIRMAN asked the delegate of Upper Volta whether he could accept the 

proposal of the delegate of Ecuador.

Dr LAMBIN (Upper Volta) said that if operative paragraph 1 were to be amended 

to read ". . .to undertake and pursue . . .", operative paragraph 2 as it stood would 

not follow logically upon that wording, hence his proposal for the insertion of the 

word "attack". He would, however, be prepared to withdraw that proposal if the 

Committee considered the amendment to operative paragraph 1 sufficient.

The CHAIRMAN said that the insertion of the word "undertake" in the first 

operative paragraph and of the word "especially" at the end of the second operative 

paragraph would make the intention of the draft resolution quite clear. He asked 

whether the Committee was prepared to approve it as amended.

Al6/PécB/Min/5
page б



Médecin-Général BERNAPÎD (France) said that, in considering the problem of malaria 

in most countries, and particularly in Africa, it had to be recognized that certain 

countries had already started eradication programmes whereas others were not yet at 

that stage. It was with the latter category in mind that VJHO had adopted the term 

"pre-eradication". The words "INVITES governments to undertake and pursue with 

vigour" could not apply to those countries that were not yet ready to undertake malaria 

eradication programmes, and he suggested that a reference to preliminary operations 

might be introduced at a convenient point.

The CHAIRMAN said that discussion of the resolution would be resumed at a later 

meeting.
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The meeting bose at 2.35 p.m.


