
W O R L D H E A L T H 
ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Twenty-ninth Session 

Provisional agenda item 2*9 

20 December 19б1 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

REPORT ON EXPERT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Report by the Director-General-

1. Introduction 

工n compliance with paragraph 10.6 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory 

Panels and Committees,
1

 the Di re сtor-General is here reporting on the action to be 

taken with reference to meetings of Expert Committees. 

2. Reports 

The reports of expert committee meetings which have been prepared in both 
. ... . . . « . . , . . . . . : . . . - • . 

working languages since the twenty-eighth session of the Executive Board and 

are now available for annexation to this report are the following: . 

.1» Expert Committee on Dental Health (Periodontal Disease) 

Expert Committee on Mental Health (The Undergraduate Teaching of 

Psychiatry and Mental Health Promotion) 

3 . Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical 
and Auxiliary Personnel (The Teaching of the Basic Medical Sciences 
ih the Light of Modern Medicine) ’ 。 

4. Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical 
and Auxiliary Personnel (The Use and Training of Auxiliary Personnel 
in Medicine, Nursing, Midwifery and Sanitation) 

5. Expert Committee on Bilharzlásis (Molluscicides) 

6. Expert Committee on Maternal and Child Health (Public Health Aspects of 

Low Birth Weight) 

7 . Expert Committee on Health Statistics 

8. Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee 011 Food Additives (Evaluation of the 
Carcinogenic Hazards of Food Additives) -

9 . Expert Committee on Biological Standardization 
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10. Expert Committee on Mental Health (Programme Development in the Mental 

Health- Fi¿Id) 

11. Joint 1Ь0Д/Н0 Committee on the Hygiene of Seafarers 

12. Expert Committee on the Public Health Aspects of Housing 

2,1 Expert Committee on Dental Health (Periodontal Disease) 

2.1.1 The Report 

This Committee reviewed present knowledge related to periodontal disease, which 

in the past had been largely overshadowed by dental caries, although the public health 

problems it raised were just as great, and in some countries even greater, since 

periodontal disease is one of the most widespread diseases of mankind. The Committee 

defined and classified the condition, discussing its etiological factors and various 

indices for relating its prevalence in the study of its geographical and epidemiological 

distribution. It then proceeded to a consideration of the role of the dental hygienist, 

dental technician and the machinery of public health in the prevention and the control of 

the condition. 

Their report is published as World Health Organization Technical Report Series 

No. 207： Periodontal Disease - Report of an Expert Committee on Dental Health.
1 

2.1.2 The Recommendations 

The Committee
T

s recommendations were: 

That four main principles be considered as basic in the control of 

periodontal disease, namely, (1) collection of epidemiological information; 

(2) health education; (3) improved teaching; (4) re-orientation of public 

dental health services to give adequate scope to the prevention and control 

of this disease in programme planning• 

1 See Annex 



That WHO conduct and stimulate long-term, longitudinal studies in 
. . . , : . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . -... ' ... м- v.,..、.. t 、..:.： • . . .-.-

areas" wñeré"T:ïïê^'prevalence and severity of periodontal diseases are imusually 

high or low and where a variety of possible etiological factors are available 

for study. 

That WHO sponsor research on the influence of racial, nutritional and 

other factors and the role of systemic disease. 

That WHO promote maximum interchange of information and personnel between 

countries, particularly as regards research， health education techniques, the 

organization of dental care services and improvement ,of. preventive and curative 

measures. 

That WHO concentrate on the need for employment of auxiliary dental 

personnel (dental hygienists) for both prevention and treatment. 

2.1.5 Implications for the Organization's Programme 

A preliminary survey is being made in Nigeria 他ere the prevalence and severity 

of periodontal disease is extremely high. It is proposed to carry out a second 

survey somewhere where the prevalence is extremely low, possibly in Iran in 1962» 

In the countries mentioned, further confirmative studies will be necessary. The 

possibility of establishing "Periodontal Disease Research Centres" in the two 

countries finally selected is under study. 

It is proposed to continue to give fellowships for training and interchange 

of research workers and assistance to research projects by the provision of 

consultants and, in special cases, by the supply of research equipment. 

Provision will Joe made for consultants and fellowships to assist countries in 

establishing schools foi
1

 dental hygiene and fellowships for post-graduate courses in 

periodontology and new treatment techniques are contemplated. 

A pilot study is to be organized in a small community (probably in Ceylon) to 

assess the effect of intensive health education in oral hygiene, which is considered 

to be the best means of prevention at present known. 



2.2 Expert Committee on Mental Health (The Undergraduate Teaching of Psychiatry 
and Mental Health Promotion) 

2.2.1 The Report 

This Committee responded to the recommendation contained in the report of the 

first meeting of the Expert Committee, which asked for "recasting of undergraduate 

medical education to ensure that it gives to the undergraduate an understanding of 

normal psychological development and of the origin and nature of common psychological 

disorders equal to that which is already provided in the organic field".
1

 The Committee's. 

report is published as World Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 208: The 

Undergraduate Teaching of Psychiatry and Mental Health Promotion - Ninth Report of the 
p 

Expert Committee on Mental Health. 

The Committee, after review of the relationship of psychiatry and mental health 

promotion to medicine and the sciences of man, pointed out that the undergraduate teaching 

of psychiatry and mental health promotion should aim not only at giving the medical 

student the required basic knowledge of the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of mental 

disorder in the strict sense of ЪЬе words, but also at "fostering in him ал awareness 

that in his professional work he must take accoimt of the human being in his entirety 

and not only as a carrier of diseased organs and organ systems. With this goal in mind, 

the Committee indicated "how the teaching of neurology and the biological sciences can 

be related to psychiatry and also outlined immediate requirements for the teaching of < 

psychological and sociological subjects with which the Committee felt the undergraduate 

ought to be made more familiar. The Committee also examined the content and method of 

the undergraduate teaching of psychiatry and mental health promotion, considering not 

only its place in the curriculum and appropriate staff requirements but also the 

conditions which influence the content and method of such teaching. 
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See Annex 



2.2.2 The Recommendations 

The Committee/s recommendations on the role of the World Health Organization 

in assisting the development of undergraduate teaching of psychiatry and mental 

health promotion include: 

That through conferences, seminars, fellowships, study tours and the 

provision of publications WHO assist medical schools and psychiatric teachers 

to bring about a. locally appropriate irrfcegra/tion and. improvement in. "the 

level of teaching by thus acquainting teachers with developments in areas 

other than their own. 

That WHO make available teaching personnel in certain cases for a short 

or long period and arrange for the exchange of teaching personnel. 

That WHO help in the provision of adequate library facilities in psychiatric 

teaching departments. 

That WHO organize expert committee meetings or study groups designed to 

consider areas of undergraduate teaching that are not sufficiently developed. 

In this respect it points to the relative lack of knowledge about medical 

sociology and expresses the hope that this topic might find consideration in 

future programmes of the Organization. 
… _ — ^ % •• ... TT . —--

That steps be taken to arrange for the evaluation of the content and 

method of undergraduate teaching of psychiatry and mental health promotion at 

regular intervals. It referred to the possibility of standards and methods 

for such an evaluation being prepared by the Organization.： 一.… …-..：.. 

2.2.3 Implication for the Organization's Programme 
1 1 • • .1 I41iwr — —-；- —• Ti •“ "“ 

The recommendations made by the Committee have been noted and will be adopted 

where and as appropriate for the programme of the Organization in the field of 

mental health. 

2-3 Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical and 
Auxiliary Personnel (The Teaching of the Basic Medical Sciences in 
the Light of Modern Medicine) — — — 



2.3.1 The Report 

This study on "The teaching of the Basic Medical Sciences in the light of modern 
1 

medicine" is the third in a series attempting to elicit guidance on how the future 

doctor, from an early stage in his education, might be impressed with the importance 

of preventive medicine and with the abundance of opportunity to apply it in everyday 

medical practice. 

The Committee first gave preliminary consideration to the place of the pre-clinical 

sciences, individually and collectively, in the transformation of immature university 

freshman students into young men and women, capable of undertaking responsible tasks in 

the care of the sick. It then reviewed the opportunities for fostering in the minds of 

students the concept of prevention as a major and growing contribution of modern medicine, 

to the general welfare and particularly, indicating examples of opportunities of this 

kind arising in the. teaching of physics, chemistry, biology, anatomy, physiology, 

biophysics, biochemistry, pharmacology, genetics, medical psychology, pathology and 

microbiology. 

It ended by emphasizing that much of the benefit gained during earlier years will 

be lost unless similar emphasis is laid, upon such ideas during the years spent by the 

student in the wards. 

Its report is published as World Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 209： 

The Teaching of the Basic Medical Sciences in the Light of Modern Medicine, Eighth 

Report of the Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical and 
2 

Auxiliary Personnel. 

2.3.2 The Recommendations 

The Committee recommended inter alia; „ 

That WHO organize at the international level for suitable young or 

prospective teachers of the basic medical sciences a scheme which enabled 

them to visit reputed teaching institutions in order to acquire a broad survey 

of their field of knowledge. 

(i) "The Preventive Aspects in the 
(ii) "The Preventive Aspects in the 

Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. Ser. 

teaching of Physiology" 
teaching of Pathology", 
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. . That WHO assist in preparing bulletins to serve as special guides 

for each basic science discipline. These bulletins would suggest appropriate 

topics for the teaching and development of concepts of preventive medicine until 

such time as a suitable text-book were prepared. 

2.3.5 Implication for the Organization's Programme 

The recommendations of the Committee are being taken into consideration in the 

planning of the Organization's activities in the field of Education and Training. 

2.4 Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical and 
Auxiliary Personnel (The Use and Training of Auxiliary Personnel In 
Medicine, Nursing, Midwifery and Sanitation) 一 “ — — … 

2.4.1 The Report 

‘The Committee referred to the discussions and•recommendations of earlier meetings 

held within the Organization, at which the subject of auxiliaries was either the main 

topic, or came up in the course of their deliberations. The report is published as 

World Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 212: The Use and Training of 

Auxiliary Personnel in Medicine, Nursing, Midwifery and Sanitation - Ninth Report of 

the Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary 
1 ‘ 

Personnel. 

The Committeej, after defining the terms "professional worker" and "auxiliary 

worker" considered the need for auxiliaries in relation to public health programmes. 

It recommended that the techniques taught to auxiliaries be those to be applied in 

the field by them. It went on to .consider .the. administrative aspects of -the use of 

auxiliaries, including their status, selection and functions, and indicated that these 

recommendations should be limited to general lines for the composition of syllabuses 

for training courses, since detailed guidance could be more effectively dealt with 

by appropriate regional discussion. The Committee also outlined the types, methods 

and content of training courses for auxiliaries and the ways in which supervision and 



follow-up of these workers could be effectively accomplished after their training. 

The Committee attached great importance to the appropriate training of teachers of 

auxiliaries and outlined both certain desirable qualities they should have, as well 

as those subjects in which they should be trained. 

2.4.2 The Recommendations 

The Committee recommended: 

That WHO organize meetings, conferences, seminars and studies within 

and between regions on the subject of auxiliary utilization and training. 

Th&t WHO assist in the improvement of auxiliary training and utilization 

through fellowshipsj the provision of information and advice and teachers on 

the subject and through assisting training institutes, schools* and services. 

That the auxiliary class of workers should bé accepted as a permanency 

in health services and their status established as such. 

That auxiliaries, should be trained to perform functions of progressively 

increasing value and responsibility• 

Implication for the Organization
1

 s Programme 

The recommendations of the Committee support the Organization,s activities in 

the training of health auxiliaries^ but do not call for any special additional action 

by WHO as a direct consequence of the meeting. 

â。5 Expert Committee on Bilharziasis (Molluscicid.es) 

2.5.I The Report 

As it was commonly recognized that the elimination of the snail intermediate host 

is, at present, the most efficient single method of controlling bilharziasis and as 

new molluscicides have been discovered in recent years, the Committee reviewed the 

place of these in the control of bilharziasis and outlined the preparatory steps to 

snail control campaigns. The Committee also reviewed the progress in the control 

of the various intermediate‘hosts of bilharziasis, indicating the present status of 

molluscicides in current use, as well as of those recently developed or promising 



enough to deserve special mention. The Committee went on to consider certain 

operational problems in the application of these chemicals, describing the methods for 

estimating the effectiveness of their use in the field. It recommended certain 

procedures fcr? their further development^ such as screening techniques, improved 

formulation and dispensing equipment, and the use of herbicides combined with molluscicides 

Its report is published as World Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 214: 

Mollusciaides, Second Report of the Expert Committee on BilharziasisЛ 

2,5.2 The Recommendations 

The Committee recommended: 

That the present WHO efforts in developing standard techniques for 

screening molluscicides and standardized evaluation procedures in snail 

control be continued. 

That a manual ].、e prepared describing detailed techniques of the 

control of snails^ emphasizing its engineering aspects. 

That V/HO should organize inter〜regional training courses on bilharziasis 

control. 

2 I m p l i c a t i o n for the Organization's Programme 

Most of the present recommendations of the Committee are álready in process of 

being implemented, by the Organization through routine or research programmes for 

bilharziasis• A manual on snail control is in process of preparation by WHO. The 

organization of inter-regional training courses on bilharziasis control will be taken 

into consideration in the planning of future activities in this field. ’ 

2-6 Expert Committee on Maternal and Child Health (Public Health Aspects of 
Low Birth Weight) 

2.6,1 The Report 

The Committee reviewed the data collected during the first phase of the WHO study 

on birth weight, 1958-1960. It considered certain prerequisites for and factors 

affecting successful child bearing, including the genetic and, especially, the 

environmental factors which determine the outcome of pregnancy. It formulated certain 

See Annex 



principles for the guidance of countries considering a public health programme for 

the care of infants of low birth weight and the necessary preventive measures^ 

emphasizing/that some of these could be carried out by all countries, regardless of 

their technological development and the extent of their health services• The 

Committee indicated the type of data that should be collected to assess the problem 

of low birth weight and dealt with the preventive and organizational aspects of 

programmes for low weight babies. It then outlined some proposals for public health, 

biological and clinical research related to the problem of low birth weight. Their 

report, the first on the subject^ is published as World Health Organization Technical 

Report Series No. 217： Public Health Aspects of Low Birth Weight, Third Report of 

the Expert Committee on Maternal and Child Health.
1 

2.6.2 The Recommendations 

In this reportj the Committee recommended^ inter alia: 

That WHO thoroughly explore and subsequently act upon the Committee
!

s 

and other proposals for research in this field• 

That WHO continue, with certain modifications, its study on birth 

weight. 

2.6.3 Implication for the Organization
y

s Programme 

The recommendations of the Committee are being implemented in a WHO study 

on birth weight. It is planned to continue the study during the period of three 

years in two areas^ one having a relatively low, and the other a high, incidence 

of low birth^weight and to obtain data on the socio-economic studies of the families 

and infants studied. 

2.7 Expert Committee on Health Statistics 

2.7.1 The Report 

Everywhere, public health administrations are in increasing need of an objective 

and factual foundation on which to plan and evaluate the health programmes. To meet this 

need, the Committee considered the survey method of obtaining health statistics, which 



it distinguished from the routine collection and analysis of vital and health 

statistics. It analysed the characteristics, potentialities and limitations of 

the three principal types of survey, namely those based, on interviews, or on health 

examinations or on medical records, concentrating on interview surveys to show its 

potentialities and. limitations. It also indicated how local health surveys could 

be useful for laealth administrators. 

In addition, this Committee discussed preparations for the Eighth Revision of 

the International Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death. In 

particular, it noted the progress made in three sections, especially in need of review 

namely, the classification of cardiovascular diseases, the causes of foetal death 

and early neo-natal morbidity, and mental disorders. It drew up a schedule of 

meetings, leading to a revision conference in 1965, to agree on the Eighth Revision. 

Their report, the seventh on this subject, is published as World Health Organization 

Technical Report Series No. 218: Expert Committee on Health Statistics - Seventh 
„ ^ 1 
Report. 

2.7.2 The Recommendations 

The Committee recommended: 

That WHO encourage countries to consider the advisability of 

supplementing existing health statistics by establishing health survey 

programmes based on modern scientific survey procedures; and of 

improving the quality of hospital admission-discharge recording with a 

view to their use in measuring hospital utilization and community and 

national morbidity. 

That WHO fulfil satisfactorily its constitutional responsibility by 

preparing the Eighth Revision of the International Classification of 

Diseases as soon as possible. 

That WHO so plan the agenda and work prograrome— of the Expert Committee .…… 

as to utilize even more effectively the broad regional experience which is 

available. 



2.7.3 Implication for the Organization?s Programme 

With regard to the first recommendation, it is proposed that a WHO publication 

in the proposed series of WHO manuals on Health Statistics Methods dealing with the 

methodology of health and morbidity surveys, be considered. It would be useful for 

promoting work on health and morbidity surveys and would be of great assistance to 

countries when undertaking such surveys. 

Hospital statistics are proposed as the main item of the agenda of the next 

meeting of the Expert Committee. A review of these statistics in all countries 

would be necessary and WHO would undertake the necessary preparatory work. 

Regarding the Eighth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases, 

a Sub-Committee on Classification of Diseases^ of this Expert Committee> met in 

November 1 9 6 1 as part of the preparatory work for this Revision. 

2,8 Joint FAO/WhO Expert Committee on Food Additives (Evaluation of the 
Carcinogenic Hazards of Food Additives) 

2.8.1 The Report 

This Joint Committee having examined several published reports related to the 

evaluation of the carcinogenic risk arising from food contamination or from the use 

of food additives， adopted certain general basic principles and broad conclusions, 

arrived at on the evidence currently available. It went on to consider those testing 

procedures which are necessary to ensure minimum safeguards, drawing attention to 

certain factors which should be taken into account in tests on experimental animals 

related to the investigation of food additives and contaminants. It commented on 

the interpretation of the results of such test procedures and the eventual evaluation 

of the risk to man, which is largely dependent upon successful extrapolation of 

animal experimental studies to man. It indicated the needs for research into the 

method of testing procedures in animals and other studies which might help in the 

evaluation of the carcinogenic risk. Its report is published as World Health 

Organization Technical Report Series No. 220: Evaluation of the Carcinogenic Hazards 

of Pood Additives, Fifth Report of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Pood 

Additives•^ 

See Annex 



2.8.2 The Recommendations 

The following were the Committee's recommendations: 

That WHO and FAO continue to collect, compile and publish 

(a) specifications for the identification and purity of food additives and . 

analytical methods relevant thereto; (b) information on food additive 

legislation in various countries; and (c) data on the toxicology and 

carcinogenicity of food additives and food, contaminants. 

That the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives be convened at 

suitable intervals to evaluate the available information on the biological 

factors of food additives and food contaminants, with a view to publisMng 

lists indicating any major risks involved, including carcinogenicity and 

the estimated safe level of total daily intake, for the guidance of those 

governmental agencies who may wish to compile permitted lists. 

That WHO and FAO arrange, through suitable channels, for maximum support 

for research in this field. 

That WHO and FAO ensure the widest possible dissemination of information 

on their activities in this field. 

2.8.5 Implication for the Organization's Programme 

The first two recommendations concern the continuation of operations which have 

been in force for the past five years. WHO will collect and compile toxicological 

data on emulsifiers and stabilizing agents, which will be assembled, along with the 

specifications and legislation, for distribution. 

Consideration is being given to A e best means of distributing the information, 

and to ways of revising the present system of recording data. Meanwhile, a meeting 

of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee was held in June 19Ô1 on th+e..Evaluation of 

the Toxicity of a number of Antimicrobials and Antioxidants. 

2.9 Expert Committee on Biological Standardization 

2.9.1 The Report 

This Committee reviewed the work in progress towards the establishment of 

international biological standards and international biological reference preparations 



These are required to ensure uniformity throughout the world in the designation 

of potency of preparations used in the prophylaxis therapy or diagnosis of 

human and animal disease, and also to facilitate research work out of which 

clinical application may arise. 

The Committee gave directions towards the further progress of this work, 

concerning eight antibiotics, five hormones, two enzymes, a number of vaccines of 

medical as well as veterinary importance, other antigens and several sera. It 

established international reference preparations for the antibiotic ristocetin and 

for rabies vaccine. International units were defined for swine erysipelas and for 

human anti-streptolysin 0-serum. Their report, the fourteenth on this subject, is 

published as World Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 222: Fourteenth 

Report of the Expert Committee on Biological Standardization.^ 

2.9-2 The Recommendations 

The Committee recommended: 

That WHO consult with the Food and Agriculture Organization concerning 

the possibility of nominating a third international laboratory for 

biological standards with the responsibility for the custody and 

distribution of those international standards that are primarily of 

veterinary use• 

That WHO consult with laboratories qualified in the control testing 

of various biological preparations, and compile a list of those laboratories 

that are willing, on request, to assist in testing preparations produced 

in countries in which national laboratories for biological standards have 

not so far been developed. 

2.9-3 Implication for the Organization*s Programme 

The first two points represent continuing activities already organized. 

1 See Annex 



With regard to the possibility of nominating a third international laboratory, 

WHO has approached FAO and negotiations are in progress with the Government of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain'and Northern Ireland. 

The fourth reoommendation involves the preliminary compilation of a list of. 

laboratories but no international action at this stage. 

2.10 Expert Committee on Mental Health (Programme Development in the Mental 

Health Field) .…一-… 

2.10.1 The Report 

The first Expert Committee on Mental Health, convened in 19斗9, formulated certain 

principles and priorities on which the World Health Organization mental health 

programme should be basecl. In this tenth meeting, the Committee re-appraised these 

principles and priorities, in the light of developments .in the mental health field 

since 19斗9 and， with due consideration of the present situation of mental health 

work in WHO and in national health administrations. Its report is published as 

World Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 22): Programme Development in 

the Mental Health Field, Tenth Report of the Expert Committee on Mental Health. 

In the light of experience accumulated since 19斗9, the Committee made a 
- ； • - • •；••； • . . . ‘ • ‘ : ‘ . . . . 

re-evaluation of goals "and approaches in mental health work. In respect of the 

latter, it appraised their priority rankings 

should have precedence over the provision of 

establishment of out-patient departments and 

of psychiatric hospitals. 

indicating that the training of personnel 

physical facilities and recommending the 

active treatment centres before that 

Detailed programmes, >-both for the training of personnel and the organization 

of services, were made by the Committee and the importance of team work and 

integration of services was stressed. 

The Committee gave special attention to the research needs in mental health, 

listing topics of high priority and commenting upon the approaches likely to lead 

to successful research. • •.…二 .. 



Indicating that there is no ideal organization which is appropriate to all 

situations》 the Committee formulated its ideas on programmes for organization 

psychiatric and mental health services, for the training of personnel and for 

pointing out the need for and the ways of achieving team work and integration 

such services• 

2.10.2 The Recommendations 

_- ~ ‘ ‘ — -

The Committee recommended: 

That WHO provide a maximum of reliable and up-to-date information on 

mental hygiene and allied subjects. 

That WHO disseminate new information^ through regional and inter-

regional seminars and conferences * 

That WHO advance mental health work in theory and practice through 

the provision of fellowships• 

That WHO foster international со-operation, assist in the placement of 

research fellows and stimulate new research projects. 

That WHO study the possibility of setting up a clearing house of 

international mental health information. 

That WHO study the possibility of setting up a clearing house of 

international mental health information, from which workers in all parts of 

the world could obtain precise information. 

That arrangements be made for increasing international co-operation in 

mental health research. In this connexion it suggested the periodical 

convening of expert groups to discuss suitable research approaches. Further-

more, it recommended the granting of research fellowships and the setting up 

of facilities for the international exchange of research information. 

2.10.3 Implication for the Organization
f

s Programme 

The recommendations of the Expert Committee are being studied. 

of 

research 

of 

2.11 Joint 工LO/WHO Committee on the Hygiene of Seafarers 



2.11.1 The Report 

This Committee reviewed the nature and extent of the health problem ofseafarers 

and the health services available to them. In considering ways and means by which 

health services could be provided for them on a wider scale than at present, the 

Committee reviewed the question of initial and periodic medical examination, prior to 

the seaman's actual taking up duty on the ship, the services that should be available 

aboard ship, in the presence of a ship
f

s surgeon and in his absence, and also the 

services on shore, including health centres and facilities for hospitalization. 

The Committee reviewed a working paper prepared by WHO on the subject of medical 

records and also considered the need for co-ordination of services• Their report, the 

third on this subject, is published as World Health Organization Technical Report 
1 

Series No. 224: Joint ILO/WHO Committee on the Hygiene of Seafarers, T^iird Report. 

2.11.2 The Recommendations 

In its report the Committee recommended, inter alia; 

That WHO study ways and means of improving present systems of medical 

recording. 

That WHO,工LO and IMCO undertake, as a matter of urgency, a scheme at 

the international level for the co-ordination of the three medical aids at 

sea, namely, the medicine chests, medical guides and the use of radio in 

cases of emergency on ships at eea. 

That WHO's and 工LO's appropriate bodies consider the Committee
1

 s 

recommendations to substitute for "Hygiene" in the name of this Committee, 

the word "Health" and that, in future^ the Committee be known as the 

"Joint ILO/WHO Committee on the Health of Seafarers
t t

. 

2.11.3 Implication for the Organization's Programme 

The re commendations of the Committee are being studied for future implementation. 

2.12 Expert Committee on the Public Health Aspects of Housing 



2.12.1 The Report 

The Committee dealt with the public health aspects of housing and the relationship 

between housing and health. 工tireviewed present world housing standards and conditions. 
.» . 

It analysed the fundamental needs of a healthful residential environment which it 

proceeded to define. The assessment of these needs involves physiological considerations 

such as the effect of temperature and humidity on health; psychological considerations 

like the relation of home space to mental health; as well as physical considerations 

exemplified by the relationship of safety and well-being to the structural and building 

material qualities of one
1

 s home. 

Its report> the first on this subject, is published as World Health Organization 

Technical Report Séries No, 225： Expert Committee on the Public Health Aspects of 
1 

Housing， First Report. 

2.12.5 The Re с ommeñdat i ons 

The Committee recommended: 

That WHO provide assistance in research and training in this field• 

That WHO publish scientific articles on housing and health. 

That WHO assist in the co-ordination of technical information related 

to the maintenance of a healthful residential environment. 

That WHO increase its leadership in matters involving housing and health. 

2,12.5 Implication for the Organization,s Programme 

Within its effort to promote and improve environmental health services in Member 

States, WHO has been giving indirect assistance in the field of housing. The above 

recommendations will be taken into account in giving assistance to Member countries and 

in promoting research in this field. .To promote interest in the health aspects of 

housing., various regional seminars have been planned. The first of these was held in 

December 1961 in the African Region. The European and American Regions will hold 

similar seminars in 1965. 
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3. Other Expert Committees 

The attached Annex gives a list of the other expert committees which met 
• 1 

since the last report submitted to the Board and on which the Director-General 

will report at future sessions of the Board. 
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Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee 

Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee 
number of Antimicrobials and 

Expert Committee on Pilariasis 

Expert Committee on Trachoma 

Expert Committee on the Chemotherapy of Cancer 

Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Meat Hygiene 

Expert Committee on Arterial Hypertension and Ischaemic Heart Disease (Public Health 
Aspects) 

Expert Committee on Insecticides (Toxic Hazards of Pesticides to Man) 

Expert Committee on Pesticide Residues (Meeting held jointly with the FAO Panel 
of Experts on the Use of Pesticides in Agriculture) 

Expert Committee on Radiation (Radiation Hazards in Perspective) 

Expert Committee on Mental Health (Role of Public Health Officers and General 
Practitioners in Mental Health Care) 

Expert Committee on Health Laboratory Services (Planning, Organization, and 
Administration of a National Health Laboratory Service) 

Expert Committee on Health Statistics - Sub-Committee on Classification of Diseases 

Expert Committee on Dental Health (Standardization of Reporting of Dental Diseases 
and Conditions) 

Expert Committee on Human Genetics (The Teaching of Genetics..in the Undergraduate 
Medical Curriculum and in Post-Graduate Training) 

Expert Committee on Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations - Sub-Committee 
on Non-Proprietary Names 

Expert Committee on Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations 

on Nutrition 

on Pood Additives (Evaluation of the Toxicity of a 
Antioxidants) 


