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Progress Report by the Director-General 

Access roads 

1 . At its twenty-eighth session the Executive Board stressed the importance of 

settling as quickly as possible the problem of the access to the land. 

Negotiations with the Canton of Geneva in this connexion have been actively 

conducted, and the final lay-out of an access road linking the WHO site to the 

Avenue de la Paix has been adopted with the agreement of the Town of Geneva 

which is also interested in the opening of this road. Formal assurances have 

been received from the competent services of the Canton that the work for the 

erection of this road would be undertaken without delay, so that access to the 

WHO building site will be available by the time construction work is to begin. 

Invitation of tenders 

2 . Invitations for tenders for the first section of the work, including the 

foundations and main building work as well as the principal installations 

(heating and air conditioning, electricity, telephone, sanitary installations, 

lifts) were issued between 3〇 October and ) November I96I. 

3 • The firms invited to submit tenders were selected in accordance with the 
2 

procedure established by the Executive Board at its twenty-sixth session. 

Following an announcement circulated in May I96I in a large number of countries, 

234 firms from 12 countries stated that they were interested in tendering for 

all or part of the work. A certain number of these firms subsequently withdrew 

and others were eliminated in the course of the selection made by the Director-

General, so that invitations to submit tenders were finally sent to 86 firms in 

10 different countries. 
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4 . The date on which the sealed envelopes containing the tenders will be opened 

has been fixed as 5 February and the Director-General hopes that the initial contracts 

m a y be awarded during M a r c h 19б2• 

Gifts towards the new building 

5 • The Director-General is in consultation with the Standing Committee on 

Headquarters
T

 Accommodation with the aim of compiling an informative list of materials 

equipment and articles of furnishing, gifts of which would be particularly desirable, 

for communication to Member governments in the near future. 


