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Introduction

1. In January 19бЗ> the Director-General presented a report to the Executive

Executive Board adopted a resolution, endorsing the action taken to implement 
the accelerated programme for assisting newly independent and emerging States and 
the arrangements made by the Director-General for the provision of assistance in 
national health plannings education and training and operational staff. The 
Executive Board* recognizing that the funds provided in the proposed programme 
and budget for 1964 are not sufficient to meet the requirements of the newly 
independent States, called upon Member States, who are in a position to do so, to 
make voluntary contributions to the Special Account for Accelerated Assistance to 
Newly Independent and Emerging States.

2. In compliance with the request of the Fifteenth World Health Assembly that 
the Director-General "continue to report to the World Health Assembly and the 
Executive Board on assistance to newly independent States;”, the Director-General 
submits this report on further developments.

I. WHO REPRESENTATIVES

1. In addition to the direct assistance that WHO is providing at the request 
of governments of newly independent and emerging States, increasing emphasis is 
being placed on the provision of senior publia, health advisers. These WHO 
representatives are being provided to advise the governments to whom they are 
assigned on health matters including national health planning and the provision 
of international assistance.

Board, at its thirty-first session'*' on action which had been taken. The

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 124, Annex 18 

 ̂Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 124, 22 (Resolution EB31.R39)



2. The following table shows the increase in the number of WHO representatives 
assigned to countries in the various regions since I960:
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Region*: Posts provided for in:
I960 I96I 1962 1963

AFRO 3 4 8 12
SEARO 4 5 7 7
EURO 2 2 3 3
EMRO 2 4 6 7
WPRO 4 4 5 5
TOTAL 15 19 29 34

’'Six Zone Offices in the Region of the Americas 
carry out several public health advisory services 
and deal through staff stationed in all the 
countries of the Region.

З. In order to prepare WHO representatives for their duties and to accelerate their 
placement, a series of in-service training courses has been arranged. The first of 
these was held in Geneva in October/December 1962, with 12 participants and a second 
course was held in January/February 1963, attended by 16 staff members.

II. SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

1. Special assistance was given to countries having recently attained independence, 
such as Algeria, Burundi and Rwanda.

1.1 Algeria
A WHO representative, and supporting staff, have been provided in Algeria to 

advise the Government on health matters.

WHO assistance is to be provided for the establishment of the Institute of 
Public Health in Algiers, where key personnel for the staffing of the national health 
services will be trained.
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On the basis of the recommendations of a WHO consultant who went to Algeria in
1962 to assess the problem and prepare a plan. of. action, a medical officer, a 
physiotherapist and an ergotherapist will be provided in 1963 and 1964 to organize 
rehabilitation services for the men, women and children who have suffered limb injuries 
requiring medical rehabilitation, involving prosthetic appliances and physiotherapy.

Assistance will also be provided from mid-1963 in the organization of trachoma 
control in schools and to continue a pilot project in trachoma control.

Following the report of the nutrition adviser, who made a survey of nutrition 
problems in Algeria in 1962, WHO is providing a nutrition adviser to the Government, 
to start in I963 and continuing in 1964.

A consultant in sanitary engineering went to Algeria in February 1963 to assess 
the situation and, following his recommendations, WHO is recruiting three sanitary 
engineers for a community water supply programme and for the training of sanitarians.

1.2 Burundi

A team consisting of a public health adviser, a public health nurse and a 
sanitary engineer to assist the Government in the setting up and maintenance of 
public health services has been assigned to the country. A nursing instructor and 
a technical, assistant are provided to assist in medical training and nine "assistants 
médicaux" are now following complementary training to full graduate level in France. 
Provision has also been made for maternal and child health advisory services for
1963 and 1964.

1 .3 Rwanda

An advisory team of public health advisor, a public health nurse and a sanitary 
engineer are assisting the Government in the setting up and maintenance of public 
health services and maternal and child health advisory services are provided for in 
I963 and I964. Provision is also made for a tuberculosis control programme. 'WHO 
has made available funds for the accommodation of three students from Rwanda for the 
full undergraduate medical course at the Medical Faculty of the University of Lovanium.



III. ACCELERATED PROGRAMME OP ASSISTANCE

1. National Health Planning and, related training

1.1 It is proposed that senior consultants on planning will receive some briefing 
and orientation prior to their taking up their appointments with governments. Some 
WHO staff are taking part in a special course on national health planning organized 
by the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, Baltimore, United States of America 
from April-June 1963-

1.2 Visits were paid between January and April 196;> to a number of African countries 
with a view to concluding plans of operation for programmes of national health 
planning. Plans of operation have been signed so far with the Governments of Mali, 
Niger, and Sierra Leone ; negotiations are completed and signature of the plans of 
operation is expected very shortly with the Governments of Gabon and Liberia.
Senior consultants, to assist the Governments concerned in planning and implementing 
the programme, are being recruited.

2. Expanding and accelerating; medical education and training; of national staff

2.1 As part of the effort being made by the Organization to assist newly independent 
countries in training their nationals, 429 fellowships were granted to students from 
29 newly independent countries during 1962. Of these, 256 provided for the pursuance 
of basic studies in medicine or related fields. In addition, some 52 nationals of 
these same countries attended WHO educational meetings at the Organization's expense.

2.2 The Executive Board lias made an organizational study on measures for providing 
effective assistance in medical education and training to meet priority needs of the 
newly independent and emerging countries."*' Their report studies the extent and 
nature of the needs; how these needs can be met; and what problems of policy and 
implementation arise. It will serve as a guide to consideration of the many problems 
of medical and allied education and training.
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3. Operational Assistance

3.1 The Fifteenth World Health Assembly made specific provisions under which WHO may 
provide operational assistance to newly independent and emerging States."̂

3 .2 The Director-General included an amount of $ 300 000 as a lump sum provision 
for operational assistance in his programme and budget estimates for 196З3 pending 
the development of appropriate internal policies, procedures and arrangements to 
govern this programme.

3.3 In his report to the Executive Board at its thirty-first session, the Director- 
General outlined the further internal arrangements made and the criteria for providing 
operational assistance, based on the recommendations of the Fifteenth World Health 
Assembly. These criteria, as approved by the Executive Beard, are contained in 
Annex l8 to Official Records No. 124 (pages 79 and 80).

3 .4 Requests for operational assistance which have been received from newly 
independent States are now being reviewed by the Director-General.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 118, 10 (Resolution WHA15.22)


