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FOR 1964 (ARTICLE 18 (f))

Report by Director-General

1. Following its examination of the estimates for expert committees under 
Appropriation Section 6 of the regular budget as presented in the proposed programme 
and budget estimates for 1964 (Official Records No. 121 ), the Executive Board, in 
paragraph 165 of Chapter IV of its report,1 expressed itself as satisfied with these 
estimates "subject ... to its recommendations in paragraphs 137.» 139 and 140 above”.

22. In paragraph 139 the Executive Board considered that the objectives of the 
proposed Expert Committee on "Advanced Courses for Senior National Staff in Public 
Health Administration", referred to on pages 49 and 93 of Official Records No. 121, 
could more adequately have been described as followsi

"Special Courses for National Staff with Higher Administrative Responsibilities 
in the Health Services. It is proposed to convene an expert committee of seven 
members to examine the need for, and the type of, courses for national staff 
with higher administrative responsibilities in the health services, particularly 
in the developing countries, who would benefit from further training especially 
in the planning and evaluation of health services."

3. This would be the third meeting in à series dealing with- post-graduate education 
in public health. The first meeting (WHO Technical Report Series, 1959> No. 159) 
reported on the subject of "The Foreign Student and the Post-graduate Public Health 
Courses". The second meeting (WHO Technical Report Series, 1961, No. 216) reported 
on "Recommended Requirements for Schools of Public Health". The question now to be 
explored is that of providing training other than that which leads to a basic 
qualification in public health (DPH, MPH or equivalent). The problem presents 
itself in two facets:

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 125, 51

2 Off. Rec, Wld Hlth Org. 125, 47-43
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(1) Training of those with post-graduate public health qualification arid - 
experience to prepare them better for higher responsibilities. Training in 
long-term planning and in evaluation techniques seems particularly appropriate.
In what circumstances the training should be carried out as ad hoc short courses 
and when as part of academic training leading to a higher diploma or degree in 
public health, for instance a doctorate in public health, is a matter for 
consideration. It may be mentioned that some schools of public health are 
already experimenting with a two months' course in public health planning, with 
WHO assistance.

(2) Training, or information, to those with higher public health responsibilities, 
who have not had any prior formal qualification in public health. One 
possibility is that of organizing a travelling seminar, where the scheduled 
visits will permit.a series of topical presentations and discussions, covering
key concepts and methods of public health organization.

1 24. In paragraph 140, the Executive Board, recalling resolution EB17»R13 in which
the Board at its seventeenth session had formulated the conditions under which, in 
its opinion, the convening of a study group rather than an expert committee was 
preferable, decided to recommend to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly that the 
meeting referred to in paragraph 2 above "take the form of a study group rather than 
of an-expert committee".

5. The Director-General agrees with the modification in the title and description 
of the proposed meeting and -the recommendation of the Board that the meeting should 
"take the form of a study group rather than of an expert committee". Should the 
Sixteenth World Health Assembly accept this recommendation the Director-General 
reports that the estimated expenditure for the Study Group would be the same as for 
the Expert Committee, i.e., $ 9900 including the cost of printing the report.
Provision for the Study Group would, however, have to be included in the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1964 under Appropriation Section 4 - Programme 
Activities, instead of under Appropriation Section 6 - Expert Committees.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 125, 48
2 Handbook of Resolutions & Decisions, 6th ed., p. 124


