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1. TRANSMISSION TO THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF THE REPORTS OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES 
(Documents Al6/l4, A16/15 and Al6/l6)

The General Committee decided to transmit to the Health Assembly the second and 

third reports of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters 

(documents Al6/l4 and A16/15) as well as the second report of the Committee on 

Programme and Budget (Al6/l6).

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The General Committee established the programme for the meetings on 

Saturday, l8 May, and Monday, 20 May. It was agreed that the Committee on Programme 

and Budget should meet on Saturday afternoon if the work position made this necessary.

3. PROCEDURE FOR THE REVIEW BY THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

The CHAIRMAN announced that he had received a not submitted to the General 

committee by the delegates of Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland (reproduced in the Appendix to these minutes) concerning the 

procedure for the review of the Annual Report of the Director-General by the Health 

Assembly. He proposed that the General Committee should consider this question 

during one of its coming meetings.

It was so decided.
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The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.
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APPEND ГК

Note submitted to the General Committee by the 
delegates of Sweden and of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and -Northern Ireland

The General Committee has noted the difficulties which arise from the length 
of the debate on the Report of the Director-General. These are due to the 
steadily increasing number of delegations and the natural desire of many of them 
to record their comments on the Report and to include relevant information of 
general interest from experience in their own countries. It seems neither fair, 
nor practicable to set a precise limit to the length of each contribution.
However, it does seem possible that a reasonable time for presentation of a 
summary could be fixed, together with permission to submit, for the record, a 
statement of a length chosen by the country. The full statement would appear in 
the verbatim record.

As there is not a suitable item on the agenda and time in plenary at this 
Assembly is short, the delegates of Sweden and the United Kingdom wish to suggest 
that the representatives of the Executive Board to the Assembly should be asked 
by the General Committee to raise at the coming session of the Executive Board the 
limitation of statements on the Director-General's Report in plenary at the 
Seventeenth World Health Assembly to five minutes each, such contribution being 
accompanied, if the delegate wishes, by a more detailed written statement which 
may be incorporated in the record of the session. It is realized that this might 
make it necessary to amend Rule 88 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly.

If the Executive Board approves this or a similar proposal for submission 
to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, each Member State might be informed well 
in advance so that the delegations will be prepared for the application of the 
revised arrangements as well as any amendments to the Rules of Procedure at the 
Seventeenth World Health Assembly, should the Assembly so decide.


