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1. PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON 
TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The CHAIRMAN read Article 24 of the Constitution and Rule 98 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Health Assembly, governing the procedure applicable to the election. 

He drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that it had the following four 

documents before it:

(a) a table indicating the geographical distribution, by Region, of the 

Executive Board, and giving, with respect to each Region, the number of active 

Members in I9 6 I,  I962 and 19бЗ> the number of seats on the Board in I9 6 O -I9 6 I,

1961-I962 and I9 6 2-I9 6 3, and the theoretical number of seats on the Board, 

obtained by multiplying the number of active Members in the Region in 1963 

by 0.2087 (i.e. the ratio of the number of members of the Board to the total 

number of active Members), together with the names of the Members retiring in 

I963 ;

(b) a list, by Region, of Members of WHO at present entitled or previously 

entitled to designate persons to serve on the Board;

(c) a table showing the composition, by Region, of the Executive Board in

1962- 1963;

(d) a list of the Member States whose names had been suggested in accordance 

with Rule 97 of the Rules of Procedure.

Professor AUJALEU (France) pointed out that the list in question contained only 

eleven names whereas the General Committee was required to establish a list of twelve 

countries.
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Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 

requested that Australia be added to the list of suggested countries.

Professor AUJALEU (France) proposed that Mexico be also added.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the procedure for the submission of the General 

Committee's proposals to the Assembly be the same as in previous years.

It was so agreed.

Professor Aujaleu (France) and Dr Layton (Canada) were invited to act as tellers.

A preliminary trial vote was taken by secret ballot.

Dr GANGBO (Dahomey) recalled that in previous years the question of equitable 

geographical distribution of the Executive Board seats had not generally been taken 

into account. Thus, the African Region, with at present 25 Members, had only 3 seats 

on the Board. On behalf of the African States, he wished earnestly to request the 

General Committee to re-establish a proper balance, and to recommend the election of 

the two African Member States whose names had been suggested.

The General Committee then proceeded to vote by secret ballot for the purpose of 

establishing a list of 12 Members to be transmitted to the Health Assembly. The 

following countries were nominated: Brazil, Indonesia, New Zealand, Sierra Leone, 

Australia, Mali, Netherlands, Norway, Iran, Morocco, Turkey, Libya.

Mr KITTANI (Iraq) called attention to the fact that there were two outgoing 

members from the Eastern Mediterranean Region, and only two countries had been proposed 

as candidates from that Region (Iran and Libya). Moreover, Morocco which, although 

part of the European Region, was strictly speaking an African country, had never been 

entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board.
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Dr ENGEL (Sweden) observed that, of the Members of the European Region which 

had been suggested, Norway had been elected only once - in 1948 - and for one year only. 

The other two candidates (the Netherlands and Turkey) had been elected, one for the 

period I948-I95O and the other for the period 1949-1951- The General Committee 

should take that into consideration, and also the fact that Morocco had never been 

elected, in its selection of the eight Members to be proposed to the Health Assembly 

for election.

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 

considered that in order to obtain an arithmetically correct distribution of seats 

on the Board it would be necessary to elect two Members of the African Region, one 

Member of the American Region, one Member of the South-East Asia Region, two Members 

of the European Region, one Member of the Eastern Mediterranean Region and one Member 

of the Western Pacific Region.

Mr KITTANI (Iraq) was of the opinion that the General Committee should not be 

guided by statistical considerations only but should take other factors also into 

account - for example, the fact that certain Members had never been elected to designate 

a person to serve on the Executive Board.

Dr GANGBO (Dahomey) observed that the remarks made should not obscure the fact 

that only Africa was at present at a disadvantage; he earnestly requested the 

Committee to accede to the demand he had already put forward.
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Mr BOLYA (Congo, Leopoldville) noted that the African Region had only 3 seats on 

the Board at the present time as against the theoretical number of 5*218, and he 

associated himself fully with the remarks of the delegate of Dahomey.

Another secret ballot was held to establish the list of eight Members which, 

in the Committee's opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of 

the Board as a whole.

The results of the voting were as follows: Brazil, New Zealand, Indonesia, Mali, 

Sierra Leone, Norway, Iran, Netherlands.

2. PROGRAMME OP WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

After consultation with the Chairmen of the main committees, the General 

Committee fixed the programme of meetings for Tuesday, 14 May.

The meeting rose at 2 p.m.


