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Background 

At its twenty-fifth session, the Executive Board had considered the procedure 

for review of expert committee reports which was laid down in articles 10.3,-10^9 

of the regulations for expert advisory panels and committees. It had been pointed 

out that the Executive Board had neither the tirae nor a sufficiently varied store of 

technical competence to examine in proper detail all the reports submitted to it at 

each of its sessions. - It was felt that what would be of interest to the 

Executive Board would be the implications of these expert committee reports for the 

activities of WHO. It had, therefore, been agreed to propose to the Health 

Assembly that the responsibility for authorizing publication should be transferred, 

to the Dire сtor-General who had at his disposal in the secretariat all the 

technical expertise required and who would report to each session of the Board on 

the action taken. 

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly, in considering the procedure for the 

review by the Executive Bourel of reports of expert committees, had, by its resolution 

W H A 1 3 . a m e n d e d the regulations for expert advisory panels and committees to the 

effect that the Director-General should be responsible for the authorization of 

publication of reports of expert committees (regulation 10Л). The Director-General 

was also to submit to each session of the Board a document on the action to be taken 

with reference to meetings of expert committees held since the last session of the 

Board and annex to this document the texts of the reports of such expert committees. 

The Executive Board, after considering the report of the Director-General, would take 

appropriate action in this respect. 
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Introduction 

Since the Board last considered this matter, there have been twenty-two expert 

committee meetings. However, in view of the change in the schedule of meetings of 

the governing organs of the Organization, resulting in a concentration of meetings of 

the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly in a period of nine months, there 

has been a consequent need to give priority to the translation, editing and 

publication of Official Records and Assembly and Executive Board documents. It 

has, therefore, not been possible to have both the English and French texts of some 

of the reports printed in time for submission to the Executive Board as annexes to 

this report. Further, several meetings have been held towards the end of i960» 

Reports 

The reports of meetings of expert committees^ which were available in both 

working languages in time for annexation to this report夕 are reviewed hereunder: 

1. Expert Committee on Rabies 

This Committee reviewed the new knowledge on rabies, acquired as a result of 

research efforts during the past three years. Their report, the fourth on this 

subject, is published as World Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 201: 

Expert Committee on Rabies (Fourth Report)• • 

In this report the Committee recommended: 

That WHO continued to collaborate with Office International des Epizooties 

and the Pood and Agriculture Organization in the collection and periodic 

(iissemination of statistics on rabies in animals and man» 

That WHO undertook an analysis of results obtained in different countries 

in the prevention and treatment of paralytic accidents, serum sickness and 

of the efficacy of post-exposure treatment. 

That WHO circulated to the collaborating institutes information dociiments 

on new developments in rabies. 

See Annex 
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That WHO organized regional technical seminars on rabies to bring up to 

date technical activities covering rabies in different regions. 

That WHO published a second edition of the Monograph entitled "Laboratory 

Techniques in Rabies",
1

 revised and expanded to reflect the latest 

techniques in this field. 

The Committee outlined the fields of research which should be stimulated and 

co-ordinated by WHO in the future. 

Implication for the Organization's Programme. The first three recommendations which 

concern collection and dissemination of information on various aspects of rabies will 

be implemented. In fact some of this work is already being done and is being 

expanded in the light of the recommendations of the Committee. Reconmendations 4 

and 5 are being examined for future implementation. Recommendations for future 

activities of co-ordination in various fields of research will be implemented in so 

far as budgetary provisions will permit. 

2. Expert Committee on Poliomyelitis 

This Expert Committee meeting was timed to take place immediately after the 

Second International Conference on Live Poliovirus Vaccines so that the latest 

information would be available for its deliberation. The Committee considered the 

use of both inactivated and live virus vaccines in relation to the epidemiological, 

social and economic conditions prevailing in a country where their use is contem-

plated. Their report, the third on this subject, is published as World Health 

Organization Technical Report Series No. 203: Expert Comraittee on Polionyelitis 

(Third Report).
2 

Inter alia the Committee recommendedj 

That WHO convened a special study group to undertake the drafting of 

international requirements for the production and testing of live 

poliovirus vaccine. 
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That WHO regional poliomyelitis centres acted as repositories for strains 

isolated from patients with paralytic disease as well as for samples of. 

the vaccine viruses so that interested laboratories may more rapidly 

obtain them for study. Representative strains from epidemics in 

recently vaccinated populations should also be collected and studied. 

International co-operation between neighbouring states, in vaccination 

programmes with live poliovirus vaccine and co-ordination in the timing 

of mass programmes along national borders on account of the possible 

massive introduction, across borders^ of virus that might have gained 

virulence in the course of multiple human passages - a change that 

might not have been detected in a well-immunized neighbouring population• 

That an international reference centre on enteroviruses be designated 

and its work co-ordinated in co-operation with other regional centres ， 

also to be designated. An important function of these centres would be 

to accept for final identification strains of enteroviruses of clinical 

and epidemiological significance• 

Implication for the Organization
1

 s Programme, In anticipation of the recommendations 

of the Expert Committee, arrangements were made to convene a study group on 

Requlnanants for Poliomyelitis Vaccine (Live, Attenuated Poliovirus), which took 

place in Geneva from 7 to 12 November i960. 

With regard to the second recommendation, WHO regional poliomyelitis centres 

will act according to the instructions of the Expert Committee on this point • 

With regard to co-operation between neighbouring states and co-ordination In the 

timing of mass vaccination programmes with live attenuated vaccine, action will be 

stimulated through regional offices. 

On the subject of the appointment of an international reference с entre # 

negotiations have already been initiated• An informal meeting of interested 

experts was arranged during the Fifth International Poliomyelitis Conference at 

Copenhagen to discuss some details. 
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5 . Expert Committee on Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations 

The Committee examined the work in progress for the preparation of specifications 

to be included in the second edition of the International Pharmacopoeia. Their 

report, the seventeenth on this subject, is not intended for publication, this being 

a progress report. A copy is annexed in roneographed f o r mЛ 

In this report the Committee recommendeds 

That WHO continued the studies on the steps to be taken to achieve 

uniformity of the abbreviations and symbols used for metric units in 

the specifications and regulations dealing with public health• 

That WHO made a survey of those specifications which need to be 

verified by laboratory testing• 

That WHO undertook a further study of the problem of establishing 

general principles which should be applied in classifying certain 

potent substances used both in therapeutics and for technical 

purposes, so that in the interest of public health appropriate 

safeguards could be applied to their sale and distribution. 

That the WHO Centre for Authentic Chemical Substances be asked to 

continue its work on the preparation of a series of substances for 

use in standardizing melting-point determinations by collaborative 

testing in different laboratories. 

The Committee also discussed a tentative programme of research and the 

problem of training personnel in this field. 

Implication for the Organization
f

s Programme, The recommendations of the Committee 

will be taken into consideration in the planning of acitivities in the field of 

specifications for pharmaceutical preparations. 

4• Expert Committee on Malaria 

The report of this Expert C o m m i t t e e , the eighth on this subject, is published 

as World Health Organization Technical Report Series N o . 205s Expert Committee on 

咖— " Ô 

Malaria (Eighth R e p o r t )广 The French version is in press and is at present available 

only in typescript form, 
1
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This Committee undertook a careful review of the present status of malaria 

eradication and recommended that WHO called to the attention of all governments 

concerned the conclusion it had reached: 

That the best guarantee for the success of a programme lies in expert 

leadership, thoroughness of planning, administrative adequacy and 

freedom and adequate financing. 

That the decision to eradicate malaria from a country should be 

approved by the highest government authorities and that the attack 

phase should not begin until appropriate legislation has been intro-

duced, a budget for the whole programme, period agreed upon, and a 

national malaria eradication service created. 

In considering the approach to malaria eradication in developing countries， 

the Committee defined such countries as those where the general administration and 

the health services have not yet reached a level which would enable them to under-

take a malaria eradication programme. In such conditions, the Expert Committee 

recorrniendfed a pre-eradication programme with the assistance of an international team 

to assess not only the malaria situation in the country but also the other factors 

related to the needs of an eradication programme. 

The Committee re-emphasized that appropriate surveillance was essential to the 

success of malaria eradication. After studying the question of doaage of 

insecticides, the Committee v A not consider it possible to recommend the use of 

lower dosage. 

It recommended that, where modifications of dosage were contemplated, WHO gave 

technical help for prior tests if countries so require. 

The Committee further reoammendedî 

That a comprehensive revised terminology for malaria eradication be estab-

lished and that, for this purpose, WHO appointed a drafting committee to 

review the WHO Monograph on "Malaria Terminology". 

1
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That countries with registered areas from which malaria had been 

eradicated according to the criteria the Committee had established, be 

requested to report to WHO the appearance of malaria cases and foci and 

the action taken when such appearance was recognized. 

The Committee also laid down a technical outline for a research programme into 

the relationship between simian malaria and malaria eradication and recommended that 

the Organization stimulate research in this important field. 

Implication for the Organization's Programme. The important general recommendations 

made by the Committee will be called to the attention of all governments concerned. 

With regard to the need for appropriate surveillance, the recommendation of the 

Committee is under study and suitable study projects will be developed in 

co-operation with the regional offices and the governments. 

With regard to the problem of dosage of insecticides, steps are being taken for 

the development of some technical guidelines to be provided to any government who 

may wish to undertake trials of the nature envisaged by the Expert Committee. 

The recommendation of the Committee on terminology is being studied with a view 

to undertaking preparatory work in connexion with the revision of the terminology 

and eventually finalizing the terminology through either a drafting committee or a 

sub-committee of the Expert Committee. 

With regard to the reporting of the appear алее of malaria cases and foci in 

registered areas,countries with registered areas would be requested to report to WHO 

the appearance of malaria cases and foci and the action they take when such 

re-appearance is recognized. 

Appropriate steps will be taken to stimulate research in the important field of 

the relationship between simian malaria and malaria eradication, as recommended by 

the Committee. 

5. Expert Committee on Insecticides (Aircraft Disinsection) 

The eleventh report of this Сommittee is published as World Health Organization 

Technical Report Series No. 205： Expert Committee on Insecticides (Aircraft 

Disinsection) (Eleventh Report)• The French version is in press and is at present 

available only in typescript form. 
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This Export Committee recommended: 

That WHO stimulated and supported research and investigation on the 

development of procedures, techniques or formulations that might 

improve the effectiveness and safety of aircraft disinsection with 

insecticides. 

That WHO brought to the attention of Member Governments the importance 

of maintaining areas within the perimeter of international airports free 

from Aëdes aegypti and other mosquitos. 

That WHO provided technical assistance to national health administrations 

on request, on the planning and execution of vector control programmes 

at airports. 

That WHO encouraged research on problems that might be associated with 

high altitude supersonic flight and‘the transportation of dangerous 

insects by air. 

Implication for the Organization's Programme• The various recommendations of the 

Expert Committee are being studied and will be taken into account in the planning of 

the programme in this field for future years. 

6. Expert Committee on good Additives 

The Joint FAO/'lfflO Expert Committee on Food Additives considered the specifi-

cations for identity and purity of food additives (food colours). Their report, 

the fourth on this subject) which is not intended for publication, appears in 

roneographed form as an annex to this report. 

The Committee recommended: 

That râsearch with regard to composition and toxicology be intensified, 

especially for those colouring materials which contain relatively large 

amounts of non-functional components. 

That PAO and WHO gave serious consideration to developing an effective 

programme for international collaborative study concerning the improvement 

of some of the methods described in this report. 

See Annex (Document WHo/Food Add./l7) 
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Implication for the Organization's Programme. These recommendations are part of the 

approved joint programme of WHO and PAO in the field of food additives and this 

report is another step towards the achievement of this programme. 

7. Expert Committee on Addiction-producing Drugs 

The Committee's report, the eleventh on this subject, is published as World 

Health Organization Technical Report Series No. 211s Expert Committee on Addiction-

producing Drugs (Eleventh Report).
1

 The French version is in press and is at 

present available only in typescript form. 

The Expert Committee was to formulate, as usual, opinions on the addiction 

liability of a number of new drugs. Twelve drugs and two therapeutic preparations 

Of one of these drugs have been considere^ by this Committee to fall under the 

international treaties on narcotics control. 

The report also contains a number of recommendations of a more general character, 

referring, inter alia, to dangerous drugs, outside the scope of the International 

Conventions as well as to the question of the assay of the addicting properties of new 

drugs and to the need for a more medical (and not solely legal) orientation when 

dealing with drug addiction as a public health problem. 

Finally, the Committee
1

 s report contains the answers to the questions placed 

before WHO by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 730(XXVIII)E, 

referring to possible antibiotic properties of the cannabis plants and in resolution 

?70(XXX)F, dealing with the exemption from international control of preparations of 

certain drugs. 

Implication for the Organization's Progranmie. Appropriate steps, in particular 

informing the Secretary-General of the United Nations, are being taken, by the 

Dire с tor-General in respect of these recommendations and will be reported on in 

general at the further sessions of the Board. 

Other Expert Committees 

The attached appendix gives a list of the other expert committees which met during 

i960 and on which the Director-General will report at further sessions of the Board. 
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APPENDIX 

Antibiotics. (Standardization of Methods for Conducting Microbio Sensitivity Tests) 

Bilharziasis (Molluscicides) 

Biological Standardization 

Chronic Cor Pulmonale 

Dental Health (Periodontal Disease) 

Health Statistics 

Maternal and Child Health (Public Health Aspects of Low Birth Weight) 

Mental Health (Programme Development in the Mental Health Field) 

Mental Health (The Undergraduate Teaching of Psychiatry and Mental Health Promotion) 

Professional and Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel (Preventive 
Aspects in the Teaching of the Basic Medical Sciences) 

Professional and Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel 
(Recommended Requirements for Schools of Public Health) 

Professional and Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel (The Use 

and Training of Auxiliary Personnel in Medicine, Nursing, Midwifery and Sanitation) 

Public Health Administration (Planning of Public Health Services) 

Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations 

Specifications for Pharmaceutical Preparations - Sub-Committee on Non-Proprietary 

Names 


