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In the discussions on the possibilities of reducing the length of World Health 
Assemblies more than one view was expressed concerning the recommendations which 
the Executive Board should make to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly on the 
subject. To facilitate the work of the Board in reaching a decision on the 
question, the rapporteurs present the following draft resolutions A and B. 
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A 

POSSIBILITIES OP REDUCING LENGTH OF 
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 

The Executive Board, 

Considering the request of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in 
Resolution WHAl^.^； 

Having studied the report of the Director-General on the possibilities 
1 of reducing the length of World Health Assemblies; 

Considering that in 1952-1953 and again in I960 detailed studies have 
been made by the World Health Assembly, the Executive Board and the 
Director-General concerning the possibilities of shortening Health Assemblies 
and of increasing their efficiency; and 

Considering that the entry of new Member States, which will lead to an 
increase in the budget and the activities of the Organization, will necessitate 
more time for discussing the programme； 

1. IS OF THE OPINION that the organization and conditions of work of the 
Assembly are satisfactory and that any attempt to reduce the length of the 
sessions would entail the risk of affecting their efficiency; 

2, RECOMMENDS to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly that it adopt the 
following resolution: 

"The Fourteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered, resolution of the Executive Board on the 
possibilities of reducing the length of World Health Assemblies, 

1. SHARES THE OPINION of the Board that the organization and 
conditions of work of the Assembly are satisfactory and that any 
attempt to reduce the length of the sessions would entail the risk 
of affecting their efficiency; 
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2. REQUESTS the Director-General and the Executive Board, in planning 
the work of future Health Assemblies to bear in mind the desirability 
of keeping the length of Assemblies as short as is consistent with the 
requirements and work of each Assembly; and 

EXPRESSES THE HOPE that, despite the Increase in activities and 
membership of the World Health Organization, it will not be necessary 
for the Health Assemblies to be in session for longer periods of time." 
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В 

POSSIBILITIES OP REDUCING LENGTH OP 
WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 

The Executive Board, 

Considering the request of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in 
Resolution WHA13.^0; 

Having studied the report of the Director-General on the possibilities 
of reducing the length of the Health Assemblies; and 

Believing that, while it would be unrealistic to expect any appreciable 
reduction in the length of World Health Assemblies, the conditions of work of 
the Assembly could be subject to improvements that may at the same time help 
to prevent any lengthening of the session, 

1. RECOMMENDS that, at World Health Assemblies, the Annual Report of the 
Director-General be discussed in plenary meetings only; 

2. BELIEVES that, when the Executive Board determines the date of future 
World Health Assemblies, it could usefully consider the feasibility and 
desirability of having the Assembly begin on a Wednesday rather than on a 
Tuesday; 

3. IS OP THE OPINION that the General Committee of the Assembly might 
advantageously consider omitting its noon meetings and meet following the 
afternoon sessions of the Assembly； 

RECOMMENDS to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly to suspend and 
eventually to amend the last sentence of Rule 24 of the Assembly1 s Rules of 
Procedure in order to suppress the requirement that the proposals of the 
Committee on Nominations shall be communicated to the Health Assembly at 
least two hours before the plenary meeting during which the election is to 
take place； and 
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5. RECOMMENDS consequently to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly to 
adopt the following resolution: 

"The Fourteenth World Health Assembly, 

Considering resolution WHA13.40 requesting the Executive Board 
and the Director-General to present concrete proposals for reducing 
as far as possible the length of Assemblies; and 

Having considered the recommendation of the Executive Board that 
the Assembly suppress the requirement under Rule 24 of the Rules of 
Procedure that the proposals of the Committee on Nominations shall be 
communicated to the Health Assembly at least two hours before the 
plenary meeting during which the election is to take place, 

DECIDES to amend the last sentence of Rule 2斗 of the Rules 
of Procedure to read: "The proposals of the Committee on Nominations 
shall be communicated in writing to the Health Assembly or to the main 
committees"." 


