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1. RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OF ARÀB STATES: Item 10.Д of the Agenda 
(Document EB25/38)

Dr D0R0LL3, Deputy Director-General, reminded the Board that existing 

relations with the League, of Arab States were based on an exchange of letters 

between the Secretary-General of the League and the Director of the Regional Office 

for the Eastern Mediterranean. This was in compliance with a resolution of "the 

Board at its thirteenth session (EB13.R75), requesting the Director-General, in 

collaboration with the Regional Director, "to take such further steps as may be 

necessary" for continuing the existing understanding and co-operation.

The Board had noted the exchange of letters at its fourteenth session 

(resolution EBI4..RII). The subsequent relations, at the regional level, had been 

found very satisfactory. >

The Board would note that the request for relations at a higher level was 

based on Article 70 of the Constitution; and that the International Labour 

Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 

and the Food and Agriculture Organization, had concluded agreements with the League 

similar to the one the Board was about to consider. Those organizations did not, 

however, have a regional structure like that of WHO. The Director-General wished 

the Board to bear in mind that, pending the decision on the principle, he had not 

examined the text of the draft agreement in detail.

The С:1АШШ\Т noted with pleasure the presence of Dr Shousha, representative 

of the League of Arab States, and asked him to address the Board.
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Dr SHOUSHA, representative of the League of Arab States, thanked the Chairman 

for the opportunity of addressing the Board.

He said he had little to add to the information in the document and to the 

comprehensive statement of the Deputy Director-General except to say that the 

League*s aim in submitting the request was to formalize existing relations with Щ 0  

and expand co-operation at a higher level. As the Deputy Director-General had 

said, the League had included similar arrangements, in November 1957, with UNESCO, 

and in May 1958, with ILO» At the end of 1959, the conference of FAO had authorized 

Its Director-General to sign the agreement with the Leaguei on behalf of FAO* The text 

proposed to Щ 0  was based on that agreement.

In its own history, the Organization had a precedent for the proposed action 

in its agreement with the International Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy 

and, under Article 70 of its Constitution, the constitutional right to conclude 

formal agreements with the intergovernmental organizations.

In 1954, when the exchange of letters between WHO and the League of Arab States 

took place, the League fell entirely within the Eastern Mediterranean Region; that 

was no longer the case and the existing arrangement was no longer adequate. The 

league therefore hoped that the Board would approve the much-desired agreement and 

submit it to the World Health Assembly. In so doing, it would be bringing a new 

eleeent of harmony into WH0*s relations with the League.

Dr METCALFE asked what advantages the League would gain under the proposed 

agreement and how the agreement would affect .the League's relations with the 

Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Region.
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The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that agreements with intergovernmental 

organizations were treated individually and the advantages accruing to the parties 

depended on the terms. In that, they differed from the arrangements for official 

relationship with non-governmental organizations.

In the case in point, no substantial change was proposed in the present 

facilities accorded under the exchange of letters.

As the Board would recall, when relations with the League had been discussed 

in 1953, the Director-General had informed the Board that, as a result of the 

exchange of letters, the League of Arab States would be invited to send a 

representative to meetings of the Regional Committee and to sessions of the World 

Health Assembly and the Executive Board. That had been done ever since.

The advantages which the League seemed to see in having an agreement with WHO 

at headquarters level were moral and psychological.

Dr CHATTY pointed out that, according to the last paragraph of the document, 

the Board was being asked for a deoision of principle only and the terms of the new 

agreement would be open to discussion after that decision. The advantages of the 

proposed agreement had been described by Dr Shousha and, personally, he could see no 

disadvantages. He therefore proposed that the Board agree to the request in 

principle and submit a resolution to that effect to the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly, by which time the Director-General would have been able to work out the 

exact terms of the agreement with the Secretary-General of the League,

Dr R/J-IIM shared Dr Chatty’s views.



- 477 - EJ25/:dii/l9 Uov.l

The League was an intergovernmental organization within the meaning of 

Article 70 of the--Const; tution and already co-operated officially with the Regional 

Office for the Eastern iediterranean. There should therefore be no difficulty in 

recommending that the World Health Assembly approve, in principle, closer 

co-operation at headquarters lsvol* the actual terms of the agreement could be 

discussed when the principle had been accepted.

Mr BRADY joined the Chairman in welcoming Dr Shousha,

He had been glad to hear that the existing relations between WHO and the 

League were proving satisfactory to both sides and expressed the hope that, whatever 

the form of futuro co-operation, that would continue to be the case. However 

there was a point of policy involved and the Organization should be careful to soe 

that all applicants received the same treatment at its hands. So far no forraal 

agreements had been made between the Organization and intergovernmental organizations 

of a regional character* Two constitutional provisions seemed to apply: Article 70 
provided that ;|rihe Organization shall establish effective relations and co-opcrato 

closely with such other intergovernmental organizations as may be desirable.

Any formal agreement entered into with such organizations shall be subject to 

approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly", and Article 50(d) 

specified that one of the functions of the regional committee should be ,lto co-oporate 

with the respective regional committees of the United Nations and with those of 

other specialized agencies and with other regional international organizations having 

interests in common with the Organization", Whether the two could apply concurrently 

to relations with the same regional intergovernmental organization was an
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interesting legal question. In the past, the basis of the Organization's co

operation with intergovernmental organizations of regional character had been 

an exchange of letters. As relations with other regional organizations might 

be affected by the policy aspects of the decision the Board was being asked to 

take, the Board, however great its sympathy with the applicant, should first of 

all determine its policy. He therefore proposed the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on relations 
with the League of Arab States ;

Considering that there exists an agreement concluded at the regional 
level between the World Health Organization and the League of Arab States,

1. BELIEVES that the request of the League of Arab States involves a 
question of policy concerning the arrangements which should govern the 
relationship of the Organization with intergovernmental organizations 
of a regional or mainly regional nature which should be considered by 
the Health Assembly;

2. DECIDES to refer this question to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

Dr ABU SHAMMA declared himself fully satisfied with the case made out by the 

representative of the League of Arab States for changing WHO's relationship with 

the League. As the membership of the League extended beyond the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region, agreements with other regional directors would be required 

if relations remained on the same level as in the past. If other organizations, 

members of the United Nations family, had concluded such agreements, he could not 

see why WHO should not.

Dr BUTROV said that he found the reasons given by the representative of the 

League convincing. The League had shown a similar pre-occupation as regards 

social and economic matters and as a result had concluded agreements with IID and 

UNESCO. There was therefore no reason why the Executive Board should not receive 

favourably its request for an agreement of that type with WHO.



Dr METCALFE asked whether ILO and UNESCO had a regional structure like WHO; 

and which of the Arab League Member States were outside the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region.

Dr SHOUSHA said that, to date, the League consisted of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 

Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia, the United Arab Republic, and Yemen.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that all those States were in the Eastern Mediterranean 

except Morocco which was in the European Region.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, on the first question, replied that WHO was the only 

member of the United Nations family to have a regional structure embodied in its 

Constitution.

Dr CHATTY appreciated the masterly fashion in which Mr Brady had, on the present 

occasion, as always, put forward his views; unfortunately, his positive remarks 

were generally followed by some sort of proviso, introduced by the words "but" or 

"however”. He had accordingly followed his arguments with great interest in 

expectation of the proviso to come. For his part, he was ready to support the 

draft resolution proposed if Mr Brady would agree to accept an amendment to sjaow 

that the Board accorded some sort of welcome to the request of the League of Arab 

States.

The CHAIRMAN asked Dr Chatty to submit his draft in writing, for consideration 

when the draft resolution was submitted to the Board. In the meantime, the usual 

afternoon break would be taken.
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The meeting was suspended at 3»35 P»m « and resumed at 4 p.m.
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The CHAIRMAN sq,JLd th*t №* Bwtdy’e d*nft résolution was before the Board and 

agked Dr Chatty to propose his amendment.

Dr CHATTY proposed the inclusion in Mr Brady's draft resolution of a first 

operative paragraph to read: "WELCOMES the request of the League of Arab States."

With that amendment, the resolution would meet his view that the Board should give 

the League's proposal a certain welcome.

In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN, Mr BRADY said that he could not accept 

the inclusion of Dr Chatty’s amendment as an operative paragraph since it might 

prejudge the policy issue. However, he would agree to the insertion of words to the 

same effect as a third paragraph in the preamble.

Dr CHATTY maintained his amendment because he attached particular importance to 

Its presence as an operative paragraph.

Mr BRADY said that he could not accept Dr Chatty’s amendment, for the reason he 

had given. The issue concerned not only the League, but organizations in other regions 

He would therefore maintain his draft resolution in its original form.

The CHAIRMAN put Dr Chatty's amendment to the Board.

Declsioni The amendment was adopted by 6 votes to 5 with 4 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote Mr Brady's draft, as amended.

Decision» Hie resolution, as amended, was adopted by 12 votes to none, with
3 abstentions(see resolution EB25.R66)»

The CHAIRMAN conveyed to Dr Shousha the Board's appreciation of his presence.



- 481 - EB25/toin/l9 RevЛ

2. ASSEMBLY PROCEDURES FOR EXAMINING THE PROGRAMME, BUDGET AND ANCILLARY
ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL MATTERS: Item J>.J> of the Agenda 
(Document ЕВ25/76)! (continued from the eighteenth meeting, section 4)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read the draft resolution which had been submitted 

by the Rapporteurs arid was as follows:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of its working party on assembly  ̂
procedures for examining the annual programme and budget estimates,

1. APPROVES all the recommendations and conclusions contained in the 
report of the working party;

2. TRANSMITS the report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly;

3» EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions of the United Nations for the comments and suggest
ions which it has made in the past on the administrative budget of the 
World Health Organization and its expectation that the work of the Advisory 
Committee will continue to be of value to the World Health Organization.

The CHAIRMAN asked Mr Thomas whether the draft resolution reflected the views 

he had expressed at the previous meeting.

Mr THOMAS, adviser to Dr van Zile Hyde, said that it did.

Dr METCALFE asked whether the recommendations of the working party should 

not be included in the draft resolution.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that a footnote to the draft resolution referred to 

document EB25/76, the report of the working party on assembly procedures for 

examining the annual programme and budget estimates, and that the reports would 

be printed in the Official Records volume dealing with the twenty-fifth session 

of the Board.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25*R67)*

^ Reproduced as Annex 21 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 99
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3. DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND IAEA AFFECTING 
WHO’s ACTIVITIESs Item 10.1 of the Agenda (Document EB25/30) (continued 
from the seventeenth meeting, section 8)

Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly on Cancer Research (continued)

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution on international 

encouragement of scientific research into the control of canoerous diseases, 

which the Rapporteurs had been asked to prepare. It read:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on resolution 
1398 (XIV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the international 
encouragement of scientific research into the control of cancerous diseases;

Recalling that under the terras of its Constitution the World Health 
Organization is "to act as the directing and co-ordinating authority on 
international health work" (Article 2 (a)); "to promote co-operation 
among scientific and professional groups which contribute to the advancement 
of health" (Article 2 (j)); and, "to promote and conduct research in the 
field of health" (Article 2 (n));

Recalling that in the agreement between the United Nations and the 
World Health Organization "the United Nations recognizes the World Health 
Organization as the specialized agency responsible for taking such action 
as may be appropriate under its Constitution for the accomplishment of 
the objectives set forth therein1' (Article I), and that Article IV of that 
agreement provides for the United Nations to make recommendations to the 
World Health Organization;

Considering that maximum efforts for fighting disease are highly 
desirable and that all actions in international health work to that end 
should be duly co-ordinated in a manner consistent with the provisions 
of Article 2 (a) of the Constitution of the World Health Organization;

Considering the intensified medical research programme which the 
Twelfth World Health Assembly initiated, in which cancer is receiving 
a high priority;
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Considering that many governmental and non-governmental institutions 
and organizations, including the International Union against Cancer, continue 
readily and unstintingly to make available their technical resouroes to the 
World Health Organization in the execution of its functions;

Considering that the principal sources for teohnical advice to the 
Organization are the expert advisory panels and, in the field of research, 
the Advisory Committee on Medical Research,

1. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the General Assembly of the United Nations 
for its interest in the international encouragement of scientific research 
into the control of cancerous diseases;

2. TRANSMITS to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly the report of the 
Director-General, incorporating the resolution and excerpts from the report 
of the Third Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations;

3. CONSIDERS that, in the light of the study made on a worid-wide basis 
for the intensification of the medical research programme of the World Health 
Organization, the award of prizes for outstanding research may not be the 
most effective method of encouraging and stimulating such research;

4. CONSIDERS further in the light of the above-mentioned studies that many 
diseases other than cancer deserve equal attention;

5. EXPRESSES the hope that in future full advantage will be taken of the 
provisions of Article IV of the agreement between the United Nations and the 
World Health Organization.

Dr BUTROV said that the draft resolution seemed to reflect the Board’s decision 

on the United Nations resolution correctly, but he did not see why paragraph 3 

should question the method of awarding prizes for outstanding research. It was a 

national and international practice to offer prizes to stimulate efforts in all 

fields. Why then should the Board not confine itself to expressing support for 

the United Nations resolution?
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The statement in paragraph 4 could be made in comparing any serious disease 

with any other and it did not seem particularly relevant to cancer. He therefore 

proposed that both paragraph 3 and paragraph b be deleted from the draft resolution.

Dr van Zile HYDE said that he approved the draft resolution as expressing the 

general feeling that the importance of cancer ?nd the foundation of prizes should 

have been brought to the knowledge of the world by WHO, and in reminding the 

United Nations that such was the usual practice which should be continued in the 

future. He noted, however, that the draft resolution seemed to contain no specific 

indication of what WHO proposed to do in response to the United Nations resolution 

in the present circumstances.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that of the four operative paragraphs in the 

United Nations resolution, only the first called for specific action on the part 

of WHO. It had been his impression that it was the Board’s intention to bring 

the matter to the attention of the World Health Assembly without any indication 

of what action shouldmeanwhile be taken. If no specific response had been made 

in the draft resolution that was no doubt because the Rapporteurs had not been 

given any instructions on the subject. If the Board wished to recommend action 

it was perfectly at liberty to do sç>, but the draft resolution would need to be 

amended accordingly.

Dr van Zile HYDE said that he was satisfied with the Director-General’s 

explanation of the situation.



Dr METCALFE suggested the insertion between paragraphs 3 and 4 of the draft 

resolution of words to the effect that the Board requested the Director-General 

of WHO to discuss with the Secretary-General of the United Nations the most 

appropriate manner in which any such funds could be used.

In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN, he explained that the proposed addition 

might perhaps result in the funds being made available for some form of research 

rather than for prizes.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that once the United Nations had agreed to award 

prizes, WHO could not ask its Director-General to discuss some other allocation 

of the funds with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Organization 

could only propose to discuss the best way of awarding the prizes.

In the light of that explanation. Dr METCALFE withdrew his suggestion.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that, if Dr Metcalfe wished, a sixth operative 

paragraph could be added to the Board’s draft resolution, as follows*

REQUESTS the Director-General to study with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations the best way in which to award the prizes mentioned in 
resolution 1398 (XIV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, and 
to report thereon to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

Dr METCALFE proposed the inclusion of such an additional paragraph.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote Dr Butrov's proposal that paragraphs 3 and 4 

be deleted.

Decision: The amendment was rejected by 9 votes to one, with 3 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote the draft resolution, as amended by the 

addition of a sixth operative paragraph.

Decision: The resolution, as amended, was adopted unanimously (see 
resolution EB25»R68).
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4. REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD AT THE TWELFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY*
Item 1.3 of the Agenda

Dr van Zile HYDE said that he and Dr P. E. Moore had had the honour of 

representing the Board at the Twelfth World Health Assembly. Dr Moore had 

presented the report of the Executive Board to the Assembly in plenary session 

and had attended the Committee on Programme and Budget, in which he had presented 

items considered by the Board and replied to questions on points which had arisen. 

He himself had attended the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

The experience at the Twelfth World Health Assembly confirmed the importance 

of the Board being represented at the Health Assembly. Questions often arose of 

a kind which it was difficult for the Director-General to explain on behalf of the 

Board. The presence of the representatives of the Board also served as a constant 

reminder to the Health Assembly, particularly in the committees, that the Board was 

an active body dealing with the problems under discussion. The custom of appoint

ing representatives to attend the Health Assembly had strengthened the role of the 

Board and had made it better understood by the Health Assembly.

On behalf of Dr Moore and himself, Dr Hyde thanked the Board for extending to 

them the privilege of acting as its representatives.

The CHAIRMAN expressed the thanks of the Board to Dr Hyde and Dr Moore for 

having represented it at the last Health Assembly, and to Dr Hyde for presenting 

his report.

He recalled that at the seventeenth meeting a resolution had been adopted 

appointing the two representatives of the Board at the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly. The first two paragraphs of the resolution, concerning the report of 

the representatives of the Board at the Twelfth World Health Assembly, had been 

left in abeyance until item 1.3 of the Agenda had been considered.
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The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read the completed draft resolution, which was as 

follows :

The Executive Board

1. NOTES the report of the representatives of the Board at the Twelfth 
World Health Assembly;

2. EXPRESSES its appreciation to those representatives for the able manner 
in which they fulfilled their responsibilities;

3. APPOINTS Professor E. Aujaleu and Dr A. J. Metcalfe to represent the 
Board at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the 
presentation of the Board's report by its representative at the Thirteenth 
World Health Assembly.

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted as a whole (see resolution 
EB25.R69).

The meeting was suspended at 4.50 p«m. and resumed at 5 P»m«

5. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS - CONSIDERATION OP APPLICATIONS FOR OFFICIAL 
RELATIONSs Item 10.5 of the Agenda (Document ЕВ25/78)!

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, at the request of the Chairman, introduced the 

report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations (document 

EB25/78).̂  The Standing Committee had considered the applications submitted by 

eight non-governmental organizations and had decided to recommend to the Executive 

Board that it should establish official relations with three of them* the Inter

national Society of Cardiology, the World Federation of Neurology and the Inter

national Federation of Surgical Colleges. The report also contained the conclusions 

of the Standing Committee in regard to five other non-governmental organizations 

which it had not recommended for admission into official relations.

 ̂Reproduced as Annex 3 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 99
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Professor ETEMADIAN, speaking as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Non

governmental Organizations, said that the report accurately reflected the discussions 

and decisions of the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN submitted for the consideration of the Board the following draft 

resolution proposed by the Standing Committee:

The Executive Board,

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental 
Organizations,

DECIDES to establish official relations with the following organizations# 
on the basis of the criteria laid down in the working principles governing the 
admission of non-governmental organizations into relations with WHDt

International Society of Cardiology
World Federation of Neurology
International Federation of Surgical Colleges.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should adopt the report of the Standing 

Committee as a whole and that in consequence the draft resolution which had Just 

been adopted should be amended to indicate that the report had been adopted.

It was so agreed. (See resolution EB25.R70.)

6. ADOPTION OF A WHO FLAG: Supplementary item of the Agenda (Documents EB25/66 
and Add.l) (continued from the eighteenth meeting, section 7)

THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced the following draft resolution, which 

had been prepared in accordance with the decision taken by the Board at the previous 

meeting:
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The Executive Board,

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the adoption of 
a WHO flag;

Believing it desirable to adopt an official flag of the World Health 
Organization, to be flown on the premises of the Organization and to be 
displayed elsewhere on ceremonial and other appropriate occasions;

1. RECOMMENDS to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly to decide to adopt 
an official flag of the World Health Organization, which could be based on 
the official emblem of the Organization with or without modification;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to initiate with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations such consultations as may be appropriate and to 
report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

Decision? The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25•R71).

7. INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEARs Item 2.3 of the Agenda 
(Resolutions WHA12.28 and EB24.R22; Document E325/53 and Add.l) 
(continued from the eighteenth meeting, section 3)

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution which had been prepared 

in accordance with the Board's decision taken at the previous meeting. It read 

as followss

The Executive Board,

Having studied the report by the Director-General on the proposed 
International Health and Medical Research Year;

Bearing in mind that the Twelfth World Health Assembly stated that it 
appreciated the value and importance of such a Year, but postponed aotion on 
the proposal pending further study;

Considering that the Twelfth World Health Assembly, in resolution 
WHA12.28, decided "to reconsider this item at the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly", and requested "the Director-General and the Executive Board to 
continue to study the subject and present a full report to the Thirteenth 
World Health Assembly";

Considering that the regional committees have reviewed the proposal for 
holding a Year, with various findings, and that the comments of those Member 
States which have replied to the Director-General's inquiry have not made it 
possible to assess the prevailing attitude in respect to the proposal;
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1. IS NOT IN FAVOUR of the idea of holding a World Health Year;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit to the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly the report which he submitted on the subject to the Board, together 
with any additional information which he receives on the subject.

The Board also had before it a draft resolution presented by Dr van Zile Hyde, 

which read as follows;

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the proposed 
International Health and Medical Research Year;

Bearing in mind that the Twelfth World Health Assembly stated that it 
appreciated the value and importance of such a Year, but postponed action on 
the proposal pending further study;

Recognizing that the regional committees have reviewed the proposal for a 
Year, with various findings, and that some Member States have submitted a 
number of detailed suggestions relating to the Year;

Believing that the proposal to hold such a Year merits further study,

1. RECOMMENDS that the proposed Year should be referred to as a World Health 
Year;

2. SUGGESTS to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly that it make provision 
for further study on the general proposal for a World Health Year with a 
view to;

(a) determining the potential for health progress inherent in the idea, and

(b) if considered of value, developing specific recommendations on 
objectives, organization, programme, timing, financing and relationship 
to similar efforts in other fields, of a World Health Year;

3. INVITES Member governments to submit their views to the Director-General 
as requested.

Dr van Zile HYDE proposed that the debate should be reopened to allow 

consideration of his draft resolution. There were many people who had great faith, 

confidence and hope in a World Health Year and who believed that such a Year could



be productive. Among those who were in favour of a World Health Year were the 

National Citizens’ Committee in the United States of America and the United States 

Senate, which had adopted unanimously two resolutions recommending that there should 

be such a Year. He felt, therefore, that the proposal should be kept alive to 

permit further study and that the Executive Board should not bluntly reject it.

If the idea of the Year were to be rejected, it was more appropriate that it should 

be rejected by the governments who would be responsible for the success of the 

Year, rather than by the Board.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that under Rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure a 

two-thirds majority of the members present and voting was necessary before 

discussion could be reopened on a proposal which had been adopted or rejected.

In accordance with Rule 40 he would give the floor to two speakers opposing the 

reopening of the discussion before putting it to the vote.

Dr RAHIM considered that it was unnecessary to reopen discussion of the 

question when a vote had already been taken.

Dr CHATTY said that the problem had been discussed at length and he saw no 

need to reopen the discussion.

Decisions The proposal to reopen the discussion was adopted by 11 votes to
3, with 1 abstention.

Dr van Zile HYDE repeated his opinion that the Board should not at the present 

take a firm stand against the World Health Year. His proposed draft resolution 

suggested to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly that it make provision for 

further study on the general proposal for a World Health Year with a view to 

determining what potential for health progress there was in the idea.
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Dr METCALFE said that, although he did not particularly favour the idea of a 

World Health Year, he could see no objection to the draft resolution presented by 

Dr Hyde, which did not commit the Board but left it to the proper authority - the 

World Health Assembly - to make the decision.

Dr MUKOZ-PUGLISEVTCH seconded the draft resolution presented by Dr Hyde.

Dr HABERNOLL fully supported the draft resolution presented by Dr Hyde.

Dr HOCRIHANE said that he felt considerable sympathy with the draft resolution 

presented by Dr Hyde, The other draft resolution before the meeting, which stated 

that the Board was not in favour of a World Health Year, was too blunt an expression 

of the opinion he had put forward at the previous meeting. He felt that, with some 

amendment, Dr Hyde's resolution might be acceptable to him.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVTCH suggested that Dr Hyde and Dr Hourihane should submit a 

joint draft resolution for consideration at the next meeting.

It was so agreed.
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The meeting rose at 5«40 p.m.



Members submitting corrections to provisional minutes which they receive 
after the close of the session are kindly requested to do so by return of post, 
in order that the definitive minutes may be sent to Member States as soon as 
possible. Such corrections should be addressed to Chief Editor, Official Records, 
World Health Organization, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland.
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1. RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES: Item 10,Д of the Agenda
(Document EB25/38)

Dr DOROLLISj Deputy Director-General, reminded the Board that existing 

relations with the League of Arab States were based on an exchange of letters 

between the Secretary-General of the League and the Director of the Regional Office 

for the Eastern Mediterranean. This was in compliance with a resolution of the 

Board at its thirteenth session (EB13.R75), requesting the Director-General, in 

collaboration with the Regional Director, "to take such further steps as may be 

necessary" for continuing the existing understanding and co-operation.

The Board had noted the exchange of letters at its fourteenth session 

(resolution EB14,R11). The subsequent relations, at the regional level, had been 

found very satisfactory*

The Board would note that the request for relations at a higher level was 

based on Article 70 of the Constitution! and that the International Labour 

Organisation, the United Nations Educa ti. onal, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 

and the Food and Agriculture Organization, had concluded agreements with the League 

similar to the one the Board was about to consider. Those organizations did not, 

however, have a regional structure like that of WHO. The Director-General wished 

the Board to bear in mind that, pending the decision on the principle, he had not 

examined the text of the draft agreement in detail.

The CIIAIRI-ÎAK noted with pleasure the presence of Dr Shousha, representative 

of the League of Arab States, and asked him to address the Board.
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Dr SHOUSHA, representative of the League of Arab States, thanked the Chairman 

for the opportunity of addressing the Board.

He said he had little to add to the information in the document and to the 

comprehensive statement of the Deputy Director-General except to say that the 

League's aim in submitting the request was to formalize existing relations with WHO 

and expand co-operation at a higher level. As the Deputy Director-General had 

said, the League had included similar arrangements, in November 1957, with UNESCO, 

and in May 1958, with ILO* At the end of 1959, the conference of FAO had authorized 

its Director-General to sign the agreement with the League on behalf of FAO. The text 

proposed to WHO was based on that agreement.

In its own history, the Organization had a precedent for the proposed action 

in its agreement with the International Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy 

and, under Article 70 of its Constitution, the constitutional right to conclude 

formal agreements with the intergovernmental organizations.

In 1954, when the exchange of letters between WHO and the League of Arab States 

took place, the League fell entirely within the Eastern Mediterranean Region; that 

was no longer the case and the existing arrangement was no longer adequate. The 

League therefore hoped that the Board would approve the much-desired agreement and 

submit it to the World Health Assembly. In so doing, it would be bringing a new 

element of harmony into WHO’s relations with the League.

Dr METCALFE asked what advantages the League would gain under the proposed 

agreement and how the agreement would affect the League's relations with the 

Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean Region,



The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that agreements with intergovernmental 

organizations were treated individually and the advantages accruing to the parties 

depended on the terms. In that, they differed from the arrangements for official 

relationship with non-governmental organizations.

In the case in point, no substantial change was proposed in the present 

facilities accorded under the exchange of letters.

As the Board would recall, when relations with the League had been discussed 

in 1953, the Director-General had informed the Board that, as a result of the 

exchange-of letters, the League of Arab States would be invited to send a 

representative to meetings of the Regional Committee and to sessions of the World 

Health Assembly and the Executive Board. That had been done ever since.

The advantages whicl} the League seemed to see in having an agreement with WHO 

at headquarters level were, moral and psychological.

Dr CHATTY pointed out that, according to the last paragraph of the document, 

the Board was being asked for a deoision of principle only and the terms of the new 

agreement would be open to discussion after that decision. The advantages of the 

proposed agreement had been described by Dr Shousha and, personally, he could see no 

disadvantages. He therefore proposed that the Board agree to the request in 

principle and submit a resolution to that effect to the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly, by which time the Director-General would have been able to work out the 

exact terms of the agreement with the Secretary-General of the League,

Dr RAHIM shared Dr Chatty's views.
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The League was an intergovernmental organization within the meaning of 

Article 70 of the Constitution and already co-operated officially with the Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. There should therefore be no difficulty in 

recommending that the World Health Assembly approve, in principle, closer 

co-operation at headquarters level; the actual terms of the agreement could be 

discussed when the principle had been accepted.

Mr BRADY joined the Chairman in welcoming Dr Shousha.

He had been glad to hear that the existing relations between WHO and the 

League were proving satisfactory to both sides and expressed the hope that, whatever 

the form of future co-operation, that would continue to be the case. However 

there was a point of policy involved and the Organization should be careful to see 

that all applicants received the same treatment at its hands. So far no formal 

agreements had been made between the Organization and intergovernmental organizations 

of a regional character. Two constitutional provisions seemed to apply: Article 70 

provided that “the Organization shall establish effective relations and co-operate 

closely with such other intergovernmental organizations as may be desirable.

Any formal agreement entered into with such organizations shall be subject to 

approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly", and Article 50(d), which 

specified that one of the functions of the regional committee should be ,vto co-operate 

with the respective regional committees of the United Nations and with those of 

other specialized agencies and with other regional international organizations having 

interests in common with the Organization", Whether the two could apply concurrently 

to relations with the same regional intergovernmental organization was an
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interesting legal question. In the past, the basis of the Organization’s 

co-operation with intergovernmental organizations of regional character had 

been an exchange of letters. As resolutions with other regional organizations 

might be affected by the policy aspects of the decision the Board was being 

asked to take, the Board, however great its sympathy with the applicant, should 

first of all determine its policy. He therefore proposed the following draft 

resolution;

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on relations 
with the League of Arab States;

Considering that there exists an agreement concluded at the 
regional level between the World Health Organization and the League 
of Arab States,

1. BELIEVES that the request of the League of Arab States involves 
a question of policy concerning the arrangements which should 
govern the relationship of the Organization with intergovernmental 
organizations of a region"’.l or mainly regional nature which should 
be considered by the Health Assembly;

2» DECIDES to refer this question to the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly.

Dr ABU SHAMMA declared himself fully satisfied with the case made 

out by the representative of the League of Arab States for changing WHO’s 

relationship with the League. As the membership ef the League extended 

beyond the Eastern Mediterranean Region, agreements with other regional 

directors would be required if relations remained on the same level as in 

the past. If other organizations, members of the United Nations family, had 

concluded such agreements, he could not see why WHO should not.



Dr BUTROV, alternate to Professor Zhdanov, said that he found the reasons given 

by the representative of the League convincing. The League had shown a similar pre

occupation as regards social and economic matters and as a result had concluded 

agreements with ILO and UNESCO, There was, therefore, no reason why the Executive 

Board should not receive favourably its request for an agreement of that type with WHO.

Dr METCALFE asked whether ILO and UNESCO had a regional structure like WHO; and 

which of the Arab League Member States were outside the Eastern Mediterranean Region.

Dr SHOUSHA said that, to date, the League consisted of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 

Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia, the United Arab Republic, and Yemen.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that all those States were in the Eastern Mediterranean 

except Morocco, which was in the European Region,

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, on the first question, replied that WHO was the only member 

of the United Nations family to have a regional structure embodied in its Constitution,

Dr CHATTY appreciated the masterly fashion in which Mr Brady had, on the present 

occasion as always, put forward his views; unfortunately his positive remarks were 

generally followed by some sort of proviso, introduced by the words "but" or "however". 

He had accordingly followed his arguments with great interest in expectation of the 

proviso to come. For his part, he was ready to support the draft resolution proposed 

if Mr Brady would agree to accept an amendment to show that the Board accorded some 

sort of welcome to the request of the League of Arab States.

The CHAIRMAN asked Dr Chatty to submit his draft in writing, for consideration 

when the draft resolution was submitted to the Board. In the meantime, the usual 

afternoon break would be taken.

The meeting was suspended at 3.35 p.m. and resumed at 4 p.m.
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The CHAIRMAN said that Mr Brady's draft resolution was before the Board and 

asked Dr Chatty to propose his amendment.

Dr CHATTY proposed the inclusion in Mr Brady's draft resolution of a first 

operative paragraph to reads "WELCOMES the request of the League of Arab States,"

With that amendment, the resolution would meet his view that the Board should give 

the League's proposal a certain welcome.

In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN, Mr BRADY said that he could not accept 

the inclusion of Dr Chatty’s amendment as an operative paragraph since it might 

prejudge the policy issue. However, he would agree to the insertion of words to the 

same effect as a third paragraph in the preamble.

Dr CHATTY maintained his amendment because he attached particular importance to 

its presence as an operative paragraph,-

Mr BRADY said that he could not accept Dr Chatty's amendment, for the reason he 

had given. The issue concerned not only the League, but organizations in other regions. 

He would therefore maintain his draft resolution in its original form.

The CHAIRMAN put Dr Chatty's amendment to the Board.

Decision: The amendment was adopted by 6 votes to 5 with 4 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote Mr Brady's draft, as amended.

Decision; The resolution, as amended, was adopted by 12 votes to none, with
3 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN conveyed to Dr Shousha the Board's appreciation of his presence.
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2. ASSEMBLY PROCEDURES FOR EXAMINING THE PROGRAMME, BUDGET AND ANCILLARY
ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL MATTERSi Item 3*3 of the Agenda 
(Offioial Records No. J 6 , Resolution EB19.R54 and Annex 19;
Resolutions WHA10.27, EB21.R13, WHA11.20, EB23.R18 and WHA12.30;
Documents EB25/61 and EB25/76) (continued)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read the draft resolution which had been submitted 

by the Rapporteurs and was as follows:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report1 of its working party on assembly 
procedures for examining the annual programme and budget estimates,

1» APPROVES all the recommendations and conclusions contained in the 
report of the working party;

2. TRANSMITS the report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly;

3. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions of the United Nations for the comments and suggestions 
which it has made in the past on the administrative budget of the World Health 
Organization and its expectation that the work of the Advisory Committee will 
continue to be of value to the World Health Organization.

The CHAIRMAN asked Mr Thomas whether the draft resolution reflected the views 

he had expressed at the previous meeting.

Mr THOMAS, Adviser to Dr van Zile Hyde, said that it did.

Dr METCALFE asked whether the recommendations of the working party should not 

be included in the draft resolution.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that a footnote to the draft resolution referred to 

document EB25/76, the report of the working party on assembly procedures for 

examining the annual programme and budget estimates, and that the reports would 

be printed in the Official Records volume dealing with the twenty-fifth session 

sf the Board.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted.
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3. DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND IAEA AFFECTING 
WHO’s ACTIVITIES; Item 10.1 of the Agenda (Documents EB25/19, EB25/50, 
EB25/59, E325/62 and ЕБ25/62 Add.l) (continued)

The CHAIRMAN informed the Board that the text of the draft resolution on 

international encouragement of scientific research into the control of cancerous 

diseases, which the Rapporteurs had been asked to prepare, was ready.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read the following draft resolution:

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on 
resolution 1398 (XTV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
on the international encouragement of scientific research into the 
control of cancerous diseases;

Recalling that under the terms of its Constitution the World 
Health Organization is "to act as the directing and co-ordinating 
authority on international health work" (Article 2 (a)); "to promote 
co-operation among scientific and professional groups which 
contribute to the advancement of health" (Article 2 (j)); and,
"to promote and conduct research in the field of health" (Article 2 (n));

Recalling that in the agreement between the United Nations and 
the World Health Organization "the United Nations recognizes the 
World Health Organization as the specialized agency responsible for 
taking such action as may be appropriate under its Constitution for 
the accomplishment of the objectives set forth therein" (Article I), 
and that Article IV of that agreement provides for the United Nations 
to make recommendations to the World Health Organization;

Considering that maximum efforts for fighting disease are 
highly desirable and that all actions in international health work 
to that end should be duly co-ordinated in a manner consistent with 
the provisions of Article 2 (a) of the Constitution of the World 
Health Organization;

Considering the intensified medical research programme which 
the Twelfth World Health Assembly initiated, in which cancer is 
receiving a high priority;
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Considering that many governmental and non-governmental institutions 
and organizations, including the International Union against Cancer, continue 
readily and unstintingly to make available their technical resouroes to the 
World Health Organization in the execution of its functions;

Considering that the principal sources for technical advice to the 
Organization are the expert advisory panels and, in the field of research, 
the Advisory Committee on Medical Research,

1. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the General Assembly of the United Nations 
for its interest in the international encouragement of scientific research 
into the control of cancerous diseases;

2. TRANSMITS to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly the report of the 
Director-General, incorporating the resolution and excerpts from the report 
of the Third Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations;

3 . CONSIDERS that, in the light of the study made on a world-wide basis 
for the intensification of the medical research programme of the World Health 
Organization, the award of prizes for outstanding research may not be the 
most effective method of encouraging and stimulating such research;

4. CONSIDERS further in the light of the above-mentioned studies that many 
diseases other than cancer deserve equal attention;

5. EXPRESSES the hope that in future•full advantage will be taken of the 
provisions of Article T\T of the agreement between the United Nations, and the 
World Health Organization.

Dr BUTRC7 said that the draft resolution seemed to reflect the Board's decision 

on the United Nations resolution correctly, but he did not see why paragraph 3 

should question the method of awarding prizes for outstanding research. It was a 

national and international practice to offer prizes to stimulate efforts in all 

fields. Why then should the Board not confine itself to expressing support for

the United Nations resolution?



The statement in paragraph 4 could be made in comparing any serious disease 

with any other and it did not seem particularly relevant to cancer. He therefore 

proposed that both paragraph 3 and paragraph 4 be deleted from the draft resolution.

Dr van Zile HYDE said that he approved the draft resolution as expressing the 

general feeling that the importance of cancer 2nd the foundation of prizes should 

have been brought to the knowledge of the world by WHO, and in reminding the 

United Nations that such was the usual practice which should be continued in the 

future. He noted, however, that the draft resolution seemed to contain no spécifié 

indication of what WHO proposed to do in response to the United Nations resolution 

in the present circumstances.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that of the four operative paragraphs in the 

United Nations resolution, only the first called for specific action on the part 

of WHO. It had been his impression that it was the Board’s intention to bring 

the matter to the attention of the World Health Assembly without any indication 

of what action should meantime be .taken. If no specific response had been made 

in the draft resolution that was no doubt because the Rapporteurs had not been 

given any instructions on the subject. If the Board wished to recommend action 

it was perfectly at liberty to do so, but the draft resolution would need to be 

amended accordingly.

Dr van Zile HYDE said that he was satisfied with the Director-General's 

explanation of the situation.
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Dr METCALFE suggested the insertion between operative paragraphs 3 and 4 of the 

Board*s draft resolutien of words to the effect that the Board requested the Director 

General of WHO to discuss with the Secretary-General of the United Nations the most 

appropriate manner in which any such funds could be used.

In reply to a question by the CHAIRMAN, Dr METCALFE explained that the proposed 

addition might perhaps result in the funds being made available for some form of 

research rather than for prizes.

Ihe CHAIRMAN pointed out that once the United Nations had agreed to award 

prizes, WHO could not ask its Director-General to discuss some other allocation of 

the funds with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Organization could 

only propose to discuss the best way of awarding the prizes.

In the light of that explanation. Dr METCALFE withdrew his suggestion.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that, if Dr Metcalfe wished, a sixth operative 

paragraph could be added to the Board's draft resolution, as follows:

REQUESTS the Director-General to study with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations the best way in which to award the prizes mentioned in 
resolution 1398 (XIV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, and to 
report thereon to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

Dr METCALFE proposed the inclusion of such an additional paragraph.

The CHAIRMAN put to the meeting the amendment that paragraphs 3 and 4 be deleted

Decision: ïhe amendment was rejected by 9 votes to *ne with 3 abstentions.

The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote the draft resolution, as amended by the 

addition of a sixth operative paragraph.

Decision» The resolution, as amended, was adopted unanimously (see 
resolution EB25.R68).
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4. REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD AT THE TWELFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY:
Item 1 .3 of the Agenda

Dr van Zile HYDE said that he and Dr Percy Moore had had the honour of 

representing the Board at the Twelfth World Health Assembly. Dr Moore had 

presented the report of the Executive Board to the plenary meeting and had 

attended the Committee on Programme and Budget, in which he had presented items 

considered by the Board and replied to questions on points which had arisen.

He himself had attended the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

The experience at the Twelfth World Health Assembly confirmed the importance 

of the Board being represented at the Health Assembly. Questions often arose of 

a kind which it was difficult for the Director-General to explain on behalf of 

the Board. The presence of the representatives of the Board also served as a 

constant reminder to the Health Assembly, particularly in the committees, that the 

Board was an active body dealing with the problems under discussion. The custom 

of appointing representatives to attend the Health Assembly had strengthened the 

role of the Board and had made it better understood by the Health Assembly.

On behalf of Dr Moore and himself, Dr Hyde thanked the Board for extending 

to them the privilege of acting as its representatives.

The CHAIRMAN expressed the thanks of the Board to Dr Hyde and Dr Moore for 

having represented it at the last Health Assembly, and Dr Hyde for presenting his 

report.

He recalled that at a previous meeting a resolution had been adopted appointing¿I 9
the two representatives of the Board at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

The first two paragraphs of the resolution concerning the report of the 

representatives of the Board at the Twelfth World Health Assembly had been left in 

abeyance until item 1.3 of the Agenda had been considered.
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The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read the completed draft resolution, which was as 

follows s

The Executive Board

1. NOTES the report of the representatives of the Board at the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly;

2. EXPRESSES its appreciation to those representatives for the able manner 
in which they fulfilled their responsibilities;

3. APPOINTS Professor E. Aujaleu and Dr A. J. Metcalfe to represent the 
Board at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly; and

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to make suitable arrangements for the 
presentation of the Board's report by its representative at the Thirteenth 
World Health Assembly.

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted as a whole (see resolution 
EB25-R69).

The meeting was suspended at Д.50 p«m« and resumed at 5 p.m»

5. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS - CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR OFFICIAL 
RELATIONS: Item 10.5 of the Agenda (Documents EB25/NGO/1 to EB25/NGO/8;
Document EB25/78)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, at the request of the Chairman, introduced the 

report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations (document EB25//8). 

The Standing Committee had considered the applications submitted by eight non

governmental organizations and had decided to recommend to the Executive Board that 

it should establish official relations with three of them: the International 

Society of Cardiology, the World Federation of Neurology, and the International 

Federation of Surgical Colleges. The report also contained the conclusions of



the Standing Committee in regard to five other non-governmental organizations which 

it had not recommended for admission into official relations.

Professor ETEMADIAN, speaking as Chairman of the'Standing Committee on 

Non-governmental Organizations, said that the report accurately reflected the 

discussions and decisions of the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN submitted for the consideration of the Board the following draft 

resolution proposed by the Standing Committees

The Executive Board,

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental 
Organizations,

DECIDES to establish official relations with the following organizations, 
on the basis of the criteria laid down in the working principles governing 
the admission of non-governmental organizations into relations with WHO:

International Society of Cardiology
World Federation of Neurology
International Federation of Surgical Colleges

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R70)*

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should adopt the report of the Standing 

Committee as a whole and that in consequence the draft resolution which had Just 

been adopted should be amended to indicate that the report had been adopted.

It was so agreed.

6. ADOPTION OF WHO FIAGs Item of the Supplementary Agenda (Document EB25/66) 
(continued)

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL introduced the following draft resolution which 

had been prepared in accordance with the decision taken by the Board at the previous 

meeting!
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The Executive Board,

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the adoption of 
a WHO flag;

Believing it desirable to adopt an official flag of the World Health 
Organization, to be flown on the premises of the Organization and to be 
displayed elsewhere on ceremonial and other appropriate occasions;

1. RECOMMENDS to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly to decide to adopt an 
official flag of the World Health Organization, which could be based on the 
official emblem of the Organization with or without modification;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to initiate with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations such consultations as may be appropriate and to report 
to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly.

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB25.R71)*

7. INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: Item 2.3 of the Agenda
(Resolutions WHA12.28 and EB24.R22; Document EB25/53 and Add.l) (continued)

The CEAtlRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution which had been prepared 

in accordance with the Board's decision taken at the previous meeting. It read 

as follows:

The Executive Board,,

Having studied the report by the Director-General on the proposed 
International Health and Medical Research Year;

Bearing in mind that the Twelfth World Health Assembly stated that it 
appreciated the value and importance of such a Year, but postponed action on 
the proposal pending further study;

Considering that the Twelfth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA12.28 
decided "to reconsider this item at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly" and 
requested "tho Director-General and the Executive Board to continue to study 
the subject and present a full report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly";

Considering that the regional committees have reviewed the proposal for 
holding a Year, with various findings, and that the comments of those Member 
States which have replied to the Director-General's inquiry have not made it 
possible to assess the prevailing attitude in respect to the proposal;
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1. IS NOT IN FAVOUR of the idea of holding a World Health Year;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit to the Thirteenth World Health 
Assembly the report which he submitted on the subject to the Board, together 
with any additional information which he receives on the subject.

The Board also had before it a draft resolution presented by Dr van Zile Hyde, 

which read as follows;

The Executive Board,

Having considered the report by the Director-General on the proposed 
International Health and Medical Research Year;

Bearing in mind that the Twelfth World Health Assembly stated that it 
appreciated the value and importance of such a Year, but postponed action on 
the proposal pending further study;

Recognizing that the regional committees have reviewed the proposal for a 
Year, with various findings, and that some Member States have submitted a 
number of detailed suggestions relating to the Year;

Believing that the proposal to hold such a Year merits further study,

1. RECOMMENDS that the proposed Year should be referred to as a World Health 
Year;

2. SUGGESTS to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly that it make provision 
for further study on the general proposal for a World Health Year with a 
view to:

(a) determining the potential for health progress inherent in the idea, and

(b) if considered of value, developing specific recommendations on 
objectives, organization, programme, timing, financing and relationship 
to similar efforts in other fields, of a World Health Year;

3» INVITES Member governments to submit their views to the Director-General 
as requested.

Dr van Zile HYDE proposed that the debate should be reopened to allow 

consideration of his draft resolution. There were many people who had great faith,

confidence and hope in a World Health Year and who believed that such a Year could



be productive. Among those who were in favour of a World Health Year were the 

National Citizens' Committee in the United States of America and the United States 

Senate, which had adopted unanimously two resolutions recommending that there should 

be such a Year. He felt, therefore, that the proposal should be kept alive to 

permit further study and that the Executive Board should not bluntly reject it.

If the idea of the Year were to be rejected, it was more appropriate that it should 

be rejected by the governments who would be responsible for the success of the 

Year, rather than by the Board.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that under Rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure a 

two-thirds majority of the members present and voting was necessary before 

discussion could be reopened on a proposal which had been adopted or rejected.

In accordance with Rule 40 he would give the floor to two speakers opposing the 

reopening of the discussion before putting it to the vote.

Dr Abdul RAHIM considered that it was unnecessary to reopen discussion of the 

question when a vote had already been taken.

Dr CHATTY said that the problem had been discussed at length and he saw no need 

to reopen the discussion.

Decision: The proposal to reopen discussion of a World Health Year was adopted
by 11 votes to 3» with 1 abstention.

The CHAIRMAN said that the required two-thirds majority had been obtained and 

discussion of the question could be reopened.

Dr van Zile HYDE repeated his opinion that the Board should not at the 

present take a firm stand against the World Health Year. His proposed draft
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resolution suggested to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly that it make provision 

for further study on the general proposal for a World Health Year with a view to 

determining what potential for health progress there was in the idea.

Dr METCALFE said that, although he did not particularly favour the idea of a 

World Health Year, he could see no objection to the draft resolution presented by 

Dr Hyde, which did not commit the Board but left it to the proper authority - the 

World Health Assembly - to make the decision.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH seconded the draft resolution presented by Dr Hyde.

Dr HABERNOLL fully supported the draft resolution presented by Dr Hyde.

Dr HOURIHANE said that he felt considerable sympathy with the draft resolution 

presented by Dr Hyde. The other draft resolution before the meeting, which stated 

that the Board was aot in favour of a World Health Year, was too blunt an expression 

of the opinion he had put forward at the previous meeting. He felt that, with some 

amendment, Dr Hyde's resolution might be acceptable to him.

Dr MUlfoz-PUGLISEVICH suggested that Dr Hyde and Dr Hourihane should submit a 

Joint draft resolution for consideration at a subsequent meeting.

It was so agreed.
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The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m.


