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PERIODICITY OP MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE

In accordance with resolution WHA12.19, the Director-General has the honour 
to bring to the attention of the Fifteenth World Health Assembly section 18 of 
the ninth report of the Committee on International Quarantine.'*' •

"l8 . The Twelfth World Health Assembly (resolution WHA12.19) endorsed 
the opinions of the Committee contained in its sixth report and requested 
the Director-General to submit for review to the Committee, in I96I, the 
question of periodicity of its meetings and to present the report and 
recommendations of the Committee to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly.
The Director-General's study on this question is presented in a separate

Оdocument.

The Committee noted the resolution of the Twelfth World Health 
Assembly reading as follows:

'The Twelfth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the question of periodicity of meetings 
of the Committee on International Quarantine,

1. ENDORSES the opinion of the Committee that for the present 
annual meetings should be continued but that in the future the 
time interval between meetings might be increased without jeopar
dizing the functioning of the International Sanitary Regulations, 
and that the Regulations for the Committee should therefore not 
at present be amended; and

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to submit for review to the 
Committee on International Quarantine in 196l the question of 
periodicity of its meetings, and to present the report and 
recommendations of the Committee to the Fifteenth World Health 
Assembly.
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In reviewing this question, the Committee notes its present functions 
as stated in the Regulations for the Committee. 1 Among important 
subjects considered in its recent meetings which urgently require further 
study by the Committee at an early date are: disinsection of aircraft, 
redelineation of yellow-fever endemic zones, international protection 
against malaria and the problems presented by the recent reports of para- 
cholera due to the El Tor vibrio in several territories of Asia.

The Committee took note of the fact that the World Health Assembly 
has made budgetary provision for a meeting of the Committee in 1962.

The Committee considers that in its annual meetings to date it has 
provided health administrations with recommendations and interpretations 
of the Regulations covering a majority of the questions likely to be 
raised by States. The Committee is of the opinion that it should be in 
a position, on a periodic and systematic basis, to review the provisions 
of the Regulations in connexion with their adequacy to meet changing con
ditions on the occurrence of the quarantinable diseases and on scientific 
advances in their control.

The Committee recommends that for an experimental period the Committee 
should be convened every second year after the 1962 meeting and that the 
Director-General would be given authority to convene, when necessary, a 
meeting of the Committee at other times. The Committee draws the attention 
of the Health Assembly to the fact that if these recommendations are 
accepted, the Regulations for the Committee need to be amended.

Annual reports, under Article 62 of the Constitution and Article 13 
of the International Sanitary Regulations, should continue to be sent to 
the Organization by Member States. The Committee recommends that the 
Director-General continue to prepare annually a summary, on the lines of 
his present reports, and make it available to the Executive Board and to 
the Health Assembly."
The Director-General further invites the attention of the Fifteenth World Health 

Assembly to resolution EB29.R^ quoted below:

"The Executive Board,

Recalling that at its twenty-first session it requested the Director- 
General to report to the Eleventh World Health Assembly on the continuing 
need for an annual meeting of the Committee on International Quarantine; 2

1 Off. Rec. WId Hlth Org. 56, 70-73, 92, 116
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed., p. 65 (EB21.R21)
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Noting resolutions of the Eleventh and Twelfth World Health Assemblies 
on the periodicity of meetings of this Committeeand

Having considered the recommendations of the Committee contained in 
its ninth report,^

RECOMMENDS that the Fifteenth World Health Assembly approve for an 
experimental period the convening of the Committee on International Quaran
tine every second year after the 1962 session of the Committee and that the 
Director-General be given authority to convene, when necessary, a meeting 
of the Committee at other times."

If the Assembly is in agreement with the above recommendations of the Executive 
Board it m y  wish to consider the following draft resolution:

"The Fifteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the question of periodicity of meetings of the 
Committee on International Quarantine,

1* ENDORSES the recommendation of the Committee that for an experimental 
period the Committee should be convened every second year after the 1962 
session and that the Director-General be given authority to convene, when 
necessary, a meeting of the Committee at other times;

32. DECIDES that the Regulations for the Committee shall be amended forth
with as follows:

Article 1
In paragraph 1(a) delete the words ’to review annually the 

application of the International Sanitary Regulations (WHO Regu
lations No. 2) and other related legislation' and insert the words 
'to review biennially the application of the International Sanitary 
Regulations and other related legislation';

Article 2

In paragraph 4 delete the words 'one year' and insert the 
words 'two years';

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to submit for review to the Committee 
on International Quarantine in I96Ó the question of periodicity of its 
meetings, and to present the report and recommendations of the Committee 
to the Twentieth World Health Assembly."

"*■ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed., p. 65 (WHA11.46 and WHA12.19)
2 WHo/lQ/121, section l8
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed., p. 64 (WHA7.56)


