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1. Introduction

1.1 The African Region has, in recent years, undergone considerable change and 
development. At 31 December 1951* the Region comprised two Member States and 
one Associate Member. On 30 April 1962 it included 22 Member States and two 
Associate Members. This increase in the number of Member States in the Region 
has been accompanied by a corresponding expansion of the needs to be satisfied 
and of the work to be done. Its resources which, in 1956, amounted to nearly 
one million dollars, have risen in 1962 to close on six million dollars, taking 
into account funds from all sources. The present premises at Brazzaville 
accommodating the Regional Office have clearly become too small and their 
extension is an immediate necessity if the work to be done in the Region is
to proceed as planned.

1.2 Following the discussions of a report on the situation submitted by the 
Regional Director to the eleventh session of the Regional Committee for Africa, 
the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

"The Regional Committee for Africa

Having considered the problems relating to the additional premises 
for the Regional Headquarters in Africa,

Having examined the relevant Report of the Regional Director on the 
subject (AFR/RCII/5 )>

Recognizing the considerable extension of the activities of the 
World Health Organization in this part of the world,

Recalling the urgent necessity that there be placed at the disposal 
of the Regional Office, premises which would permit it satisfactorily to 
carry out its duties;
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1. RECOMMENDS to the Members and Associate Members in the African 
Region that they participate voluntarily, to the greatest extent 
possible, in the expenses involved through the extension of the.
D'Joue premises and that they inform the Regional Director of the 
amount of the contribution which they would be prepared to make- 
available for this purpose;

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director to propose to the Director-General 
the inclusion in the next working budget of a special chapter relating 
to the proposed works."

The adoption of the above resolution was preceded by declarations made by 
various participating delegations undertaking to make contributions.

1.3 The Director-General submitted a report on this subject to the Executive
1 2 Board at its twenty-ninth session and the Board adopted resolution EB29.R29-

1.4 The Director-General has included a pruvision of $ 100 000 in his proposed 
Programme and Budget Estimates for I963 towards the cost of constructing an 
extension to the Regional Office building.

2. Developments subsequent to the twenty-ninth session of the Executive Board

2.1 Pursuant to the authority vested in the Director-General to accept the 
generous offer of the French Government of transfer to the Organization of its

2property rights in the D'Joue Estate under the provisions of Resolution EB29.R29» 
the property rights were ceded to the Organization on 10 April 19б2 against the 
payment of a nominal price (NF 100). The buildings, including the African 
Regional Office building, constituting the D'Joue Estate are therefore owned by 
the Organization as from that date.

2.2 In his report to the twenty-ninth session of the Executive Buard the 
Director-General indicated that unofficial contacts had been made with the 
architect of the existing building and ascertained that the approximate price of 
the extension of the premises was in the neighbourhood of CFA l40 ООО 000
($ 560 000). However the present indications are that because of rising prices, 
taking into consideration the time lag before the extension of the building can 
be completed, it would be prudent to provide for a contingency of CFA 10 ООО ООО 
(or approximately $ 40 000) bringing the total estimated cost to an amount of
$ 600 000.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 115, 101 & 102 (Annex 13)
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 115, 18
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2.3 The resolutions of the Regional Committee at its eleventh session and the 
resolution adopted by the Executive Board at its twenty-ninth session were brought 
to the notice of the Members of the African Region in a circular letter dated
15 February 1962. The majority of the governments intimated that they would 
respond favourably to the appeal made for voluntary contributions. Representatives 
of the Director-General have also-contacted some of the governments concerned.

2.4 Up to the present the following five governments have paid, or have formally 
pledged contributions in amounts as follows:

2,5 Taking into account the amount included in the Director-General’s proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1963 of $ 100 000 and the contributions of 
$ 182 395 paid or formally pledged, there will still remain an amount of $ 317 607 
needed to meet the total estimated cost of the construction. Continuing efforts 
will be made by the Director-General to obtain contributions from the countries in 
the region which have not yet pledged or paid contributions to help finance the 
cost of extending the accommodation for the Regional Office.

З. Financing

3.1 The Director-General believes that, in view of the necessity of proceeding 
with the construction work without delay, the best way of providing the necessary 
financing would be for the Fifteenth World Health Assembly to authorize him to 
advance from the Working Capital Fund, as and when needed, an amount not exceeding 
$ 3ОО 000; the amount which will have to be withdrawn can be reduced to the extent 
that further voluntary contributions are pledged and paid. The Director-General 
further suggests that such total sum as may be required to be withdrawn from the 
Working Capital Fund for this purpose should be included for reimbursement to the

US $

Cameroun (CFA 1 ООО ООО)
Congo (Brazzaville) (CFA 42 ООО ООО)

4 082 
171 429

Madagascar (CFA 500 ООО) 
Mauritania (CFA 500 ООО) 
Tanganyika (& 1 ООО)

2 04l 
2 04l 
2 800

182 395
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Fund in his proposed programme and budget estimates for 1964, taking into account 
such further contributions as may be received.

3.2 Should the Fifteenth World Health Assembly be in agreement with the method 
of financing suggested above by the Director-General, it may wish to consider 
adopting a resolution along the following lines:

The Fifteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on Accommodation 
for the Regional Office for Africa;

Having noted with satisfaction the generous cession to WHO by the 
French Government of ownership of the D'Joue Estate;

Having noted with gratification that some Members in the African 
Region, and especially the host country, have generously contributed to 
help finance the cost of extending the accommodation of the Regional 
Office;

Recognizing the importance of adequate accommodation being provided 
without delay to facilitate the effective functioning of the services and 
assistance to Members in the Region;

1. EXPRESSES its sincere thanks to the French Government for its generous 
action;

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to proceed with the construction of 
an extension to the existing building for the African Regional Office;

3 . INVITES all the Members in the African Region which have not yet done 
so to make contributions for the extension of the Regional Office 
accommodation;

4. AUTHORIZES the Director-General, notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraph II.l(2) of resolution WHA13-41,1 to advance from the Working 
Capital Fund an amount not exceeding $ 300 000 to be credited to the 
African Regional Office Building Fund, to help finance the said construction, 
reimbursement to the Working Capital Fund of the sum so advanced to be 
provided for in the programme and budget estimates for 1964.

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed., p. 302


